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  Editorial    

With both the editor and the editor s assistant  globe 
trotting for the past several weeks  there was a      
serious  concern whether there would be time as 
well as material to produce this, the   August issue of 
the  Friends of The Elms Newsletter.    Miraculously,  
it all fell into place when those enthusiastic            
contributors reached for their quills and set off in 
search of chapters in our heritage that should not be  
forgotten.  

I am particularly indebted to Dorothy Gibbs who took on the challenge     
presented to the readers in the previous newsletter s editorial: to write about 
Wiremu Tamihana, the King Maker. It was undoubtedly no mean task trying 
to extract his story from the rest of the history of that turbulent time. In an 
article unavoidably somewhat long, Dorothy in her very readable style,   
managed  to  include enough information to do full justice to her subject. 
Thanks also to Russell Standish, who researched and presented a topic which   
was evidently as germane in Duff s day as it is today.  

The clean up of the Estate in the new section The Gardening Corner 
was  a phrase conjured up with  tongue  in cheek as it were.  
There have been a number of aspects in the ongoing effort towards   the            
maintenance of The Elms and none of it would have been possible without 
the help of volunteers. Not to mention the Trustees, Directors, Friends and 
the 60 guides and all those who give their time freely on an ongoing basis. 
But amazingly, Volunteers appear from everywhere when the call arises. In 
this last cleaning project Avalon troupes came twice working cheerfully 
(even without Norah s delicious muffins!) and doing a great job. On another       
occasion, 4 teenagers from a church group put their mobile telephones on the 
side for a few hours and weighed in doing gardening chores. Others that 
come to mind such as Arthur Reid and Ray Kennedy came in to do the heavy 
manual job of  cleaning around the place more than once. Ray gave his time 
and skill to the job of upholstering the chairs in The Elms Office; and there 
are others that I don t know and regretfully have not included in this brief 
account on volunteers.   
To all of you on behalf of the Friends a big thank you and keep up the good 
work! 
Kate Goodwin 
Editor 



5      

Te Waharoa, Wiremu Tamihana Tarapipipi 
? - 1866 

By Dorothy Gibbs 
               

The story of Wiremu Tamihana the King Maker, begins for us, "the friends of 
The Elms," with the establishment of a Church Missionary Society station in 
Matamata by Rev Alfred Brown and John Morgan in 1835. 
Within six months Tarapipipi had learned to read and write and was writing 
letters on behalf of his father, the savage warrior Te Waharoa, leader of    
Ngati Haua.  Tarapipipi was his second son and he was born in the early 19th 
Century - possibly about 1805, at Tamahere on the Horotiu plains. 
As a young man in the 1820's, he had participated in several war expeditions 
in the Taranaki and Waikato districts.  In the mid-1830's he also became       
involved in the fighting between Te Arawa and Ngati Haua which forced the 
abandonment of the mission station in Matamata.  However, in January 1838, 
Alfred Brown took over the Tauranga mission station with Ngati Haua in his 
parish. 
The missionary printer, W.R.Wade, visited Matamata early that year and       
described the son of Te Waharoa as a "fine, clever, active young man" who, in 
the absence of the missionaries, took the lead in all school matters.   
During 1838, Alfred Brown also noted Tarapipipi's eagerness to discuss     
spiritual matters and encouraged him in the idea of setting up a separate    
Christian settlement.  However, Te Waharoa died in September, 1838 and    
Tarapipipi found himself with a new role as chief of Ngati Haua.  He resisted 
pressure from the tribe to carry on Ngati Haua campaigns against                   
Te Arawa.  Alfred Brown was present at a meeting near Tauranga on 21st    
October 1838, between Ngati Haua and Tauranga people where Tarapipipi 
used his power of diplomacy and Christian ideals to prevent a major battle.   
On 23rd June 1839, he was one of the first converts to be baptised by Alfred 
Brown and, with the name Wiremu Tamihana, (William Thompson), he       
embarked on a life of teaching and preaching in the Tauranga and Matamata 
districts.  He put into practice the Christian teachings which he had embraced 
within a traditional Maori framework and guided his people to do likewise. 
The influence of missionaries was important but the qualities of intellect and 
leadership, courage, eloquence and diplomacy were of far greater significance 
in the life of Wiremu Tamihana.  

                                                                                                                    Continued overleaf 
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Wiremu Tamihana, continued  

During the 1840's he was occupied mainly with tribal and community          
affairs.  He taught in a school at Te Tapiri, the Christian village not far from 
the Matamata pa (north of present-day Waharoa). He also established farming 
among Ngati Haua and traded surplus produce to Pakeha settlers in Auckland. 
On the diplomatic front he played an important role in resolving an incident  
and restoring stolen property after a large tribal gathering  in Auckland in 1844 
and in 1845 peace making feasts were organized with Te Aroha. In 1846,       
he began the construction of another Christian pa at Peria (named after the 
biblical town Berea) spending much of his time there in the 1850's.  It was a 
model Christian community set on rolling hills south of the Matamata pa. 
Josiah Firth, the pioneer settler and friend of Tamihana, wrote "When I visited 
Peria in 1856, though retaining the best features of a purely Maori settlement, 
it bore abundant marks of the genius of Thompson. It was beautifully situated 
on a number of gentle eminences;  on the summit of every hill were located 
the houses of the hapu, each  surrounded by its own little plantations of wheat, 
maize, kumara and potatoes.  Every cluster of houses was hidden in its own 
grove of peach trees.  A Maori church crowned one height, the ancient burial 
place another. 
On an adjacent hill was a post office from which Thompson dispatched letters 
to all the Maori villages. In the valley below the village, a stream turned a    
little flour mill.  Not far from this stood the schoolhouse in which the chief 
taught his scholars of every age. A large whare runanga (council hall)            
occupied a central position.  Every morning and evening a bell called these  
orderly and religious people to prayers." 
Thirty years before, Peria had been amongst fortifications under the watchful 
eye of Waharoa, the grim old chief who used his slaves for target practice and 
his defeated enemies for food. Transforming Peria to a place of peace  was not 
all that Wiremu Tamihana planned to do.  In 1854 he visited Auckland, for the 
first time, in a thwarted attempt to lay before Governor Gore Brown plans for 
the betterment of the Maori people who, under the more degrading influences 
of civilisation, together  with  the  disintegration  of  old  tribal customs    and       
traditions, were inevitably sinking into lawlessness and debasement.           
Notwithstanding the spread of Christianity, his people, he felt, were far worse 
than under the ancient regime, and religion among them too seldom provided 
a powerful stimulus for good as it had done in his own case. The                   
establishment of a code of laws and effective administration of the laws were 
high priorities for Tamihana but he felt the Pakeha Government avoided taking 
any effective steps to improve the conditions of his race, evaded its               
responsibilities and enacted legislation for all Europeans but few Maori.    

                                                                                                                   Continued overleaf 
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Wiremu Tamihana, continued 
                                                                                            
Under the Constitution Act of 1852, only a few Maori were entitled to vote 
even though they provided a large proportion of trade and revenue.  (They 
had been told that the Treaty of Waitangi granted them the same rights and 
privileges as other British subjects but, in effect, the law was seldom enforced 
in native districts). Thus, Maori began to lose faith in the Government and felt 
they had to do something to help themselves, with the greatest advocate 
for cohesion and leadership being Wiremu Tamihana, who earned the title 
amongst Europeans of "King maker".  

There were three principal motives behind the king movement: 
1) Desire for law and order among Maori themselves. 
2) Desire to retain their lands. 
3) A spirit of an awakening nationalism. 
The presence of Europeans had created a sense of 'Maoriness' and it was in 
the 1850's that the word 'Maori' came to be used for the first time by the New 
Zealand Polynesians.   
In the early days of the colony, settlers had been welcomed and helped by 
Maori but as more and more arrived demanding cheap land while much of the 
land already sold was being held by speculators, this attitude of goodwill     
began to change. The elderly and ailing Waikato chief, Te Wherowhero, was 
selected to be the first Maori king in 1856 at a gathering of tribes at Pukawa 
near Taupo.  He was installed subsequently at his capital at Ngaruawahia    
taking the name 'Potatau' and Wiremu Tamihana voiced this view at the 
king's raising-up ceremony, "The Maori King and the Queen of England to be 
joined in accord; God to be over them both." 
The King Movement was viewed by Europeans as a blatant attempt to prevent 
land sales at a time when the towns of Auckland and New Plymouth were 
spilling over with colonists.  Many settlers began to voice the opinion that 
only war could erase Maori disloyalty and open up land for further settlement 
and in this atmosphere, war did indeed break out. 
Imperial and volunteer troops led by Lieut. General Duncan Cameron crossed 
the Mangatawhiri Stream in July 1863 and the Land Wars (in which there 
were many casualties on both sides and 1.3 million hectares of land            
confiscated), had begun. 
Tamihana wrote a number of letters to North Island Maori leaders informing 
them of events in Waikato.  He also wrote to Alfred Brown warning him of 
the approach of war.  Copies of these letters were passed to Government    
people who construed them as confirmation of their distrust of Tamihana.  

                                                                                                                 Continued overleaf 
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After the battle at Rangiriri in Nov 1863, Tamihana again sought to negotiate 
peace as he had done when war had broken out in Taranaki in May that year 
but neither Governor Grey nor his ministers were prepared to meet him and 
the conquest of Waikato proceeded. The only fighting in which Tamihana was 
personally involved was the action at Hairini where, infuriated by the attack 
in Feb 1864 on Rangiaowhia (Te Awamutu) village where women, children 
and old people had been sent, he was driven to combat, saying afterwards 
"then for the first time my hand struck, my anger being great about my dead, 
murdered and burnt with fire, at Rangiaowhia." 
In April he and his people retreated to Peria from a pa at Maungatautari and 
he wrote again to Grey and to other Maori leaders seeking peace negotiations. 
The Waikato campaign then shifted to Tauranga with the battles at Gate Pa 
and Te Ranga.  Once again Tamihana offered to mediate and once again was 
ignored. On 17th December 1864, a proclamation was issued by Governor 
Grey confiscating a large area of Waikato and Ngati Haua land. Military      
settlements were established in the Waikato, Waipa and Tauranga districts and 
tribes retreated beyond the boundary of confiscated land. 
In April 1865, Tamihana submitted a petition to Parliament outlining a Maori 
view of causes of the war and seeking redress for confiscations.  There was no 
immediate response but on the 27th May, Tamihana laid down his taiaha     
before General G.J.Carey at Tamahere and agreed that the Queen's laws would 
also be the laws for the Maori King.  Among Pakeha, this act was described as 
a surrender but Tamihana wrote of it in a letter to Governor Grey as a  
'covenant of peace.' 
Scepticism and distrust were again expressed by Pakeha leaders and, stung by 
accusations of insincerity, the pain of misinterpretation of his 1863 letter to 
Alfred Brown and the label of rebel, Tamihana, on 18 July,1865, sent another 
petition to Parliament.  He sought an impartial court of inquiry to investigate 
events in Waikato but this did not eventuate.  He also made further attempts to 
seek the return of confiscated lands but no action was taken. 
With spirits falling and health failing, he maintained his involvement in tribal 
affairs.  He attended sittings of the newly-established Native Land Court and 
mediated in disputes with surveyors in the Tauranga district where land had 
also been confiscated. He died at Turanga-o-moana near Peria on 27th        
December 1866, and the missionary, Richard Taylor, wrote: 
There is something very sad in the death of this patriotic chief, a man of 

clear, straightforward views; sad that a man who possessed such an influence 
for good should thus have been ignored by the Government, when, by his aid, 
had he been admitted to our councils, a permanent good feeling might have 
been established between the two races."  

                                                                                                                   Continued overleaf 
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Wiremu Tamihana,  continued  

Professor Dame Evelyn Stokes concluded her entry on Tamihana in the      
Dictionary of NZ Biography, Vol. 1, with these words -"Wiremu Tamihana   
Tarapipipi Te Waharoa was a man of peace forced into war.  He lived by the 
principles of Te Whakapono, Te Ture, Te Aroha: be steadfast in faith in God, 
uphold the rule of law, show love and compassion to all."  

Bibliography:- 
Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, Vol. 1. 
"Early Days in Franklin" by Nona Morris. 
"The Golden Age of Josiah Clifton Firth," by Mona Gordon. 
'The Penguin History of New Zealand' by Michael King.   

A monument was erected  by Josiah Firth on the Matamata Plains in memory 
of Wiremu Tamihana but this was attacked by a party of Ngati Porou. A     
hundred years later, in 1966, another monument was erected by members of 
the Anglican Church in Matamata and its three sides represent the               
contributions of Wiremu Tamihana, Alfred Brown and Josiah Firth to the     
history of the district.  This was later moved into the grounds of the Tower 
Museum where it was rededicated. 
Visitors to Matamata can also see Tamihana's life and work commemorated in 
a stained-glass window at All Saints Anglican Church. All that remain of the 
Christian pa at Peria is a carved rock and a grove of karaka trees which do not 
grow naturally in the area but are still there and are now protected.  

                                                     
                                                                                                                              

                                      
                                     Wiremu Tamihana , Tarapipipi. 
                                                    Image from the internet: 
                                                    www.tech2u.com.au/marcus/waikato.hotm                                    

http://www.tech2u.com.au/marcus/waikato.hotm
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  A Museum for The Elms 
By Russell Standish  

During 1969 Duff Maxwell became concerned for the welfare of the large 
collection of artefacts that had accumulated at the Elms.   This collection, in 
addition to the many items acquired by the owners of the property during the 
previous 130 years, also contained artefacts recently donated or on loan from 
the  public.   Therefore, he  began  planning  the  construction  of  a     special  
purposes museum.   Mr Maxwell stated that once the museum had been        
constructed the Elms Historic Family Home Preservation Trust would      
welcome additional interesting pieces for inclusion.   The museum was 
planned to be open daily between 3-30 and 4-30 pm. excluding Sundays.  As 
an interim measure  two on-site cottages near the Mission House were used 
for storage and it was intended to open them to the public at the stated times. 
The Bay of Plenty Times reported, 22 January 1969, that the first truckload 
of timber for the building of stage one of the new museum had arrived the 
previous day. In an interview with the Bay of plenty Times, Duff Maxwell 
explained the concept of the intended new building.  It was to be slightly  
larger than the existing chapel and would be 660 square feet.  The design 
chosen was based on the original Mission store house.  This building had 
been a plain two storeyed structure with no windows in the ground floor.                     

Above: The building in the shoreline (mid-photograph) is presumed to be the Mission          
Station s store. This is the building that Duff Maxwell wished to replicate as a museum. 
(From a drawing in The Elms   collection.) 
                                                                                                                 Continued overleaf 
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A Museum for The Elms, continued  

He also described that during the construction of the chapel, in order to       
facilitate the entry of trucks into the grounds helpers had assisted him to      
remove one of the large concrete gate posts.  He indicated that it may be      
necessary to do this again.                                                     
Whilst foundation work was being completed, the 16,000 lineal feet of        
required timber was to be stacked in the grounds to dry until winter and it 
would then be chemically treated under pressure.   The pine timber, believed 
to have been donated, was milled from trees from the Minden.  

Why did the proposed new museum not proceed?  

It was possibly the donation of the Fencible Cottage, which was moved onto 
the site in about 1972.  This went a long way toward providing the much 
needed storage and display space.   In order to provide the site for this new 
building the large stack of timber had to be moved and re-stacked in the       
vicinity of the huge macrocarpa stump on the Chapel Street boundary. This 
timber was then used in the construction of the Volkner Cottage, part of the 
compromise to replace the former project.   The remainder of the timber stack 
was then used over the years for various projects.  The last of the timber,      
because of faulty stacking and covering, gradually became saturated with 
rainwater and rotted.      
Long term plans for the Elms Trust include the construction of a suitable 
building to adequately store and display the valuable artefacts.  Once this is 
accomplished the long held ambition of Duff Maxwell will be fulfilled.  

Russell Standish  

Information sources       
Bay of Plenty Times. 12 January 1969 and 27 November 1970. 
Members of the Maxwell family.          

The Friends have commissioned the manufacture of   
eight new garden seats. These  will be ideal for           
memorial dedication. Cost yet to be established, it 
will include a plaque. If interested please phone: 
  Neil Goodwin 5799903 or Paul O'Brien 5769911.   
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The Gar den in g Co r n er          

With the winter s quiet interlude, the opportunity   
        has been taken for a major clean up of the Estate.                     

  

On the recommendation of  the 
City Arborist there has been the 
removal of five trees and the  
pruning  or crown lifting of      
several others. Those removed   
included the old Pear tree, a    
Sycamore and the large Phoenix 
Palm in the vicinity of the Library. 
The bamboo thicket (see picture 
top left) behind the Volkner was 
removed as part of the clean up in 
that area in which 27 cubic metres  
of rubbish has been removed so 
far.       

Photo mid left:  a team of         
volunteers raided the space under 
the Volkner and other buildings 
and cleared out a remarkable    
collection of items of doubtful   
historic value!        

Photo bottom left: rotting timber 
was removed of the type described 
in Russell Standish article (see 
p.10) A Museum for The Elms.  



13  

Gar den in g continued.  

The Library, Mission House, 
Domestic Complex, Chapel 
and Fencible Cottage have 
been washed down and     
various fences and other areas 
cleaned by water blasting.    

Photo top left: A ton or two 
of concrete was manually    
removed from its hiding place 
and disposed of.          

Photo mid left: Over seventy 
empty cardboard cartons and 
boxes have been removed  
from the wash house and 
Volkner.  

Photos by Neil Goodwin      

Photo bottom left: Work 
force to be reckoned with! 
Fortunately,  there is always an 
a b u n d a n c e o f h a p p y            
volunteers. In this picture from 
left to right, Neil Goodwin, 
Arthur Reid, Ray Kennedy 
and Kate Goodwin.  

Photo by Barbara Steele.  
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Education Corner 

  
Many Happy Returns 

By Pat Cleaver    

                                                  

Quickly the Tour in Progress sign was displayed and my fellow guide and I 
became part of the audience while our young visitor revealed all she knew 
about Mr. Brown and his home at The Elms.  Although the weather was 
still unpleasant by the time the group left somehow it didn t matter, the       
enthusiasm of our young visitor had lifted our spirits. 
It turned out this young person was from Bethlehem Primary School and 
throughout the previous week over 30 children a day from the school s Year 
5 and 6 classes, accompanied by their teachers and a number of parents came 
to spend a morning at The Elms.    

Visits by Bethlehem Primary go back to the days when Duff Maxwell lived 
at The Elms; in fact we were able to show the students a photo taken during 
the early 1960 s of Duff welcoming a group from the school. 
But the historic photograph wasn t the only item of interest to these students.   
A party from Bethlehem Primary visited the A Meeting of Cultures            
Exhibition earlier in the year where  Dr Joy Drayton and Collections Officer          
Jo-Anne Knowles had arranged a mini-display of taonga from the collections 
for students throughout the week to view and ask questions about.  
When visits by school groups are being arranged it is always hoped students 
will enjoy the experience, and on this occasion the success was well beyond 
expectations for a number of reasons:  

The class teachers spent time at The Elms during a term break prior to 
the visit, planning and preparing the week long study.  

                                                                                                           Continued overleaf 

Waiting for visitors to arrive on a wet and wintry                                 
Sunday afternoon can be a little daunting for those 
on duty at The Elms but on this occasion visitors 
did arrive: a mother and three school girls,          
explaining they were there as one of the girls had 
recently been part of a school visit and wanted to 
show her mother and friends around the House and 
tell them some of the things she had learnt about 
Mr. Brown .   
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Many Happy Returns, continued   

 
Over 130 enthusiastic students spent time at The Elms looking, listening 
and learning 

 
Eleven guides each volunteered time on at least one morning during the 
week to welcome the visitors and show them around. 

 

Joy Drayton came to The Elms every day at 9.30 to talk about special 
items of taonga. 

 The weather remained dry throughout the week. 
Letters of thanks received from the students were well written and      

cleverly illustrated. And best of all: 

 

One of the students returned with others to share her new found        
knowledge. 

I think Duff Maxwell would have enjoyed being involved with this visit by 
Bethlehem Primary and may well have appreciated the remark included in one 
student s thank you letter ... It was amazing to see all the history we had in 
Tauranga . 
My thanks to those of my fellow guides involved and to Joy and Jo-Anne for 
their help.   

Pat Cleaver 
Education Coordinator                     

      Duff welcoming a group of children from Bethlehem school. 
      Photo early 1960s. 


