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  Editorial    

The unusually harsh wet weather of the past few weeks 
has demanded attention and a lot of work to avert damage 
due to flooding of the grounds at The Elms.    

Excellent contributions fill the pages of this winter issue 
of the Friends newsletter. Judy Armstrong has sent us  
the article Gilbert Mair; our readers will have come 

across this fascinating  persona in  Dorothy Gibbs s article  Kate Sperrey and 
Kitty Airini Vane, Aug. 2006 issue. This item concerns  family  since       
Gilbert Mair Senior, who was the  sailing master of the Herald, was Judy s 
great great grand father. He continued to sail the Herald for the Mission until 
she was lost on 6 May 1828 on the Hokianga bar. While Judy explains the 
connection, we  learn a little more about the  launching of the Herald  on the 
24 January 1826. 
Jo-Anne Knowles's allure with nails is infectious; I don t think I shall view 
nails with my customary indifference from now on!  
The Original Purchase of the Property for the Church Missionary Society 
(extracts from the books Brown and The Elms by C. W. Vennell and I Have 
Planted by Noeline Hall) makes very interesting reading revealing the     
manner of land dealings in the late 19th century in the light of our present 
experiences of real estate passing whims. Even more revealing was our visit 
to the cemetery to take pictures of Rev. Brown s grave, for the article. We 
found the grave in a state of dismal neglect as the pictures on p.21 will show. 
Out of respect for the Archdeacon, as well as a sense of pride for a site which  
is being regularly shown to The Elms s visitors, I think it  necessary that Rev. 
Brown and family s site  at the cemetery is cleaned up as soon as possible.   

18th January 2009  will be the 10th Anniversary of the creation of The Elms     
Foundation, which took over the  preservation and maintenance  of The Elms 
from the Elms Historic Family Home Trust Incorporated. This  is a            
significant event  deserving   special celebrations,  something for us to keep 
in mind and look forward  to  in the forthcoming months. 
The Elms  revamped website is coming on very nicely. A preview of the 
plans indicates a modern, informative and visually attractive site that      
compares well with the best of the latest successful sites on the Internet. And 
of course, your  newsletter will be there too!  

Warm Winter Wishes, 
Kate Goodwin. 
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                                                 Picture 1  
                             Nails in the collection of The Elms                

The nails pictured above were found in the sideboard in the dining room of the 
Mission House.  These seemingly unimportant and insignificant objects        
actually have quite a story to tell.  The history of nails and how they were 
made, and the story of their arrival and use in New Zealand is fascinating, and 
part of this story is illustrated by nails in the collection at The Elms.  Many of 
them are hidden away in the object they are a part of and are still hard at work 
holding the buildings and furniture on site together, and will continue in this 
role for many years to come.  C. W. Vennell records in his book, Brown and 
The Elms , that the nails used in the construction of the Mission House are 
hand made and were probably imported from England or were the work of 
Sydney convicts. 
When nails first arrived in New Zealand Maori were quick to recognise the 
value of these new metal objects.  Captain Cook noted in his diary on October 
the 21st 1773: They were so fond of nails as to seize on all they could find, 
and with such eagerness as plainly shewed that they were the most valuable 
things we could give them .   
                                                                                                   Continued overleaf 

The Wonder of Nails 
By Jo-Anne Knowles  

The job of cataloguing includes writing a description of the object being    
catalogued, and this can be difficult without an understanding the object you 
are describing.  Take the selection of nails below, what are the important     
features to note in the description of a nail, and what does the nail have to tell 
us about itself by its design?  This is the realm of the connoisseur, and when 
this understanding is present, objects can speak.  
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The Wonder of Nails, continued  

These first nails brought out from England were made by hand, by a large and 
established cottage industry that employed tens of thousands of nailers,    
working in appalling conditions.  Slitting mills converted rolled and           
hammered iron into thin rods.  Nailers then heated the ends of these rods in a 
forge so that the metal was red hot, and the end hammered flat to form a five 
clout head.  Then the length was cut and the shaft beaten to a point.  Children 
working as nailers, were expected to make a thousand nails a day, and worked 
in filthy conditions with hot smoke, ashes, and clouds of dust filling the air.  
The craft of making nails by hand gradually died out, as machine made nails 
replaced hand made nails, however nails were still made by hand until the 
1920 s. 
  Thomas Clifford patented the first English nail making machine in 1790.  
The first machine cut nails were made from plate iron, rolled and slit at the 
rate of a hundred a minute, by 1811.  The transition from square cut to round 
wire or extrusion nails began in the 1840 s, and this technique increased     
production so that these machines were able to make over 600 nails a minute.  
The different techniques used to make nails over the years, make them a   
valuable tool in the dating and provenance of furniture, and other items, and 
can also give clues as to when repairs or alterations were carried out on    
buildings and objects.    

                                                               Picture 2:  
                      Different types of nails and how they were made  

                                                                                        Continued overleaf 
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The Wonder of Nails, continued 
                                                    
                                                        Picture 3              

      
       
                               Pictures supplied by Jo-Anne Knowles 
      
I hope that this short article has given you a new respect and understanding of 
the humble nail! 
Jo-Anne Knowles                         

                Hand made nail (top) Cut nail (middle) Wire nail 

Thursday 28th February 2008 
A Whew! Day at The Elms 

Supplied by Bruce Heaton  

 0930 `  42 Students + 4 Adults 
 1100   42 Students + 4 Adults    

37 Tour Party from New Plymouth 
 1330   6 Visitors Cruise Ship -Touring Co. 
 1400   4 Visitors Cruise Ship - Mt Classic Tours  

 Between 1400 and 1630, 5 overseas visitors given Tour of 
                                      House, Library and grounds 
 1500   Wedding: 80 Guests plus On-Lookers  
 1600   Booking taken for a wedding 
 1630   Wedding inquiry attended face to face   

Comment:  Probably not as many as some Cruise Ship days 
                         But it is an interesting variety. 
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GILBERT MAIR 
By Judy Armstrong   

Gilbert Mair was born at Deveron, Whangarei, on the 10th Jan. 1843. 
He was the 1st European baby to be born in that area and was the 6th child and 
4th son for Gilbert and Elizabeth Mair. The local chief named him Tawatawhiti 
and he became known as Tawa among his Maori friends. He made many 
friends with the Arawa Maori who came north to dig for Kauri gum which 
sold for 4 pence a pound to America and was exported by his father after an 
American Captain Magford had noticed some sitting on a mantelpiece.        
Because of his friendship with the Maori he  became aware of their language 

which he   became very fluent in, and their  
customs. 
Gilbert attended school in Whangarei where he 
excelled in sports and      horsemanship. He was 
also very good with a rifle as he was              
ambidextrous. 
At the age of 17 he was articled to the Surveyor 
General in Auckland and learned land            
surveying obtaining a Provincial Certificate in 
1864. He was  engaged in the surveying and the 
cutting up of large tracts of land purchased 
from the Maori, between Raglan and the      

Waikato Heads. In 1865 he became Clerk of the Court and Interpreter to the     
Tauranga Magistrate Court, but when fighting begun on the East Coast later 
that year, he volunteered for active service and joined Colonel Haultain's       
Waikato  regiment. Because of his natural military talents and bush       
knowledge, he displayed a degree of initiative, skills and reckless courage - 
always wearing a kilt! He excelled in guerrilla techniques of bush warfare and        
became known for "dropping dead" if he heard a shot in his direction 

 

this   
saving his life on several occasions. He did not always wait for official         
approval before acting, but fortunately, this was not held against him. 
After the battle of Gate Pa, the government of the day felt the only way to 
really defeat the tribes was to drive them into the bush by destruction of their 
whare and crops. Together with his brother, Captain William Mair, Gilbert 
charged north of Tauranga burning villages and crops, rendering the Maori 
homeless, without food and after confiscation of land, landless. 
Gilbert and William later had many regrets about their efforts here as they had 
found the Maori were industrious and orderly in their villages.  
                                                                                                Continued overleaf  
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Gilbert Mair, continued  

In 1867, rumours about a Hauhau war party encamped outside the Arawa     
village of Ohinemutu disturbed Gilbert. The Government troops were           
engaged elsewhere but permission was refused for Gilbert to reconnoitre but 
this did not stop him taking a party of two Ngati-Pikiao warriors plus two 
days food supply and they set off. En route when tired they came upon an old 
wharepuni, which, because of its smoke, suggested it was occupied. Gilbert 
crawled towards the open door with a feeling the whare was occupied when  
when he heard a loud snore, followed by more. Thinking the whare was      
occupied by a family, he hesitated and did not want to attack innocent        
children, but remembering the fate of an old friend, saw 'red' and struck with 
his tomahawk at what he thought was a Maori head. As a result of this he was 
hurled backwards and while he lay limp and breathless, was trampled over 
he had stumbled across the home of a great wild boar and his family! Gilbert's 
expedition discovered the Hauhaus were on their way to Ohinemutu and when 
he contacted Colonel Haultain with this news, he was sent with a small party 
of Arawas to distract the enemy, in spite of the Colonel telling him he was a 
"disobedient young scamp"! Government forces arrived and Ohinemutu was 
saved. For this action, he was promoted to Lieutenant on 25th April 1867. 
In 1868, when the Arawas heard that the Duke of Edinburgh was to visit New 
Zealand, they invited him to visit the Hot Lakes. The offer was accepted and 
the Arawas then offered to put in a road from Maketu to Tauranga, 50 miles, 
so that the Duke could travel in comfort. Gilbert was put in charge of the 
work and over 1,500 Arawa men, women and children worked day and night 
to put in this road receiving no payment. Also in 1868, he accompanied the 
Under Secretary for Native Affairs William Rolleston, to the Chatham Islands, 
where Maori prisoners were detained. Gilbert declined to take command of 
the garrison, as it was intended, because of the conditions and treatment of 
prisoners, which he thought unsatisfactory. It was here at Wharekauri, he first 
met Te Kooti, and on talking to him, believed he was exiled wrongly.  
In 1870, his mana with the Arawa of which he was the sole pakeha with the 
rank of Chief, was increased when he discovered the Hauhau were intending 
to launch a full scale attack again on Ohinemutu. Early on the 7th February, he 
reached Rotorua in time to discover Te Kooti with over 200 followers about to 
enter Ohinemutu village which was occupied by over a thousand women, 
children and old men of the Arawa tribe. They were pretending to be a party 
of the Urewera (kinsmen of Arawa) carrying a white flag and were in the 
process of being welcomed by the unsuspecting inhabitants of Ohinemutu 
when Gilbert and his party arrived and wrestled the flag from the chief  thus 
averting a terrible massacre.  
                                                                                   
                                                                                                  Continued overleaf             
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Gilbert Mair, continued  

The enemy fled into the Iumunui Forest and eventually escaped into the   
Ureweras leaving twenty two dead and carrying twenty wounded. Te Kooti's 
lieutenant and bugler, the notorious Baker MacLean who had killed nearly 
seventy natives and some Europeans, was felled by a bullet from Gillbert's    
rifle, as was Opotiki's Chief Timo Te Kaha, who was prominent in the murder 
of Rev. Volkner. Gilbert was made a Captain and later awarded the NZ Cross 
for his actions in once more saving Ohinemutu. Gilbert pursued Te Kooti for 
the next two years with his irregular guerrilla unit of 200 young Te Arawa men 
-the Arawa Flying Column No. 1. It was considered an honour to belong to 
this, and many committed suicide when rejected. They scoured the Ureweras 
in pursuit of Te Kooti and his followers, but Te Kooti escaped and finally 
found sanctuary in the King Country and was given a government pardon in 
1883. It was said that Gilbert never wanted to shoot Te Kooti after speaking to 
him in the Chatham Islands as he thought he had been deported unjustly, and 
Te Kooti knew it. Later, Te Kooti found out that Gilbert was staying at an inn 
in the same village as he was, so he marched his squad of Maori over to parade 
in front of the inn and when Gilbert appeared, presented arms. Gilbert          
inspected the guard of honour and Te Kooti then approached him with a     
korowai placing it around his old enemy's shoulders saying "This garment, is a 
token of regard for you, Tawa, from whom I escaped only by the breadth of the 
back of my fingernail; wear this korowai in memory of me and if it be not 
large enough to cover you, let me clothe you with my love". 
In 1874 Gilbert received a small bone flute which was made from the strong 
right arm of MacLean. A Hawkes Bay tribe who had many massacred through 
MacLean's action had recovered the body and made fish hooks and charms 
from the bones after being directed to it by one of Mair's troopers, Mair having 
given the old tribe's tohunga food and warmth after finding him hiding in a 
cave on a cold bitter night. The tribe presented this to Gilbert as 'a token of  
affection from the Ngatipahauwera, to Captain Mair for his having avenged 
our wrongs . This bone flute was made out of the strong right arm of our ito 
(enemy) Baker MacLean.  
After Gilbert's military career ended, he became Interpreter to the House of 
Representatives, Chairman of Maori Council, Government Agent at Tauranga 
and also Land Purchase Officer for several districts. This position often placed 
him in a difficult position because of divided loyalties. When he realised that 
official promises were often forgotten, he became very critical of the         
Government in acquiring native land, especially as regards the Arawa people 
and  Rotorua.  He also became a Native Resident Magistrate, President of 
Ikaroa Maori Land Board and a member of the Arawa Maori land Council.   

                                                                                                                   Continued overleaf 
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Gilbert Mair, continued 
                                    
He farmed at Foxton, Waihi, Rerewhakaitu and Ohope  and in 1881 was        
appointed as 'aid-de-camp' to Lt. Col. Roberts. For over 50 years he was an 
official guide and interpreter to royalty and notable visitors to the Hot Lakes 
district. In 1901 he organised the official Rotorua celebrations for the Duke 
and Duchess of Cornwall.   
  In his memoirs, he wrote about the eruption of Tarawera where he had stored 
in a cool mossy cave, 15 years earlier, a quantity of delicacies, claret, ale, pate 
de fois gras, truffles and other supplies brought from the HMS Galatea which 
the Duke of Edinburgh on a visit had asked him to accept and stow away for 
special visitors. He had often visited this cave but bitterly regretted his past 
moderation when the stash was lost. Both he and William were in the area 
when Tarawera erupted and helped in the search for friends.  

In 1888 he married Eleanor Kathleen Sperrey, (Kate) the daughter of the 
Commissioner of Taxes in Wellington, and two children were born - John who 
died at age 7 and Kathleen Airini (known as Kitty to present day family). Kate 
died in 1893. Gilbert also had a Maori common law wife, Anahere Patara but 
this only lasted 2 years with a daughter Elisabeth Te Toona born who later 
married Jack Sydney Crapp. In his fifties, he was given a Ngati-Haua        
princess, Kahu Kiwi Parate Manawahiki, and later admitted he had no idea 
how young she was (she was 16). Because New Zealand was suffering from a 
depression and many Maori suffered extreme and bitter poverty & loss of 
land, many of her Waikato tribe could never reconcile themselves to this   
marriage and spoke of Gilbert as: "this bloody Pakeha"! Kahu went to live in 
Thames after her marriage being dispossessed of all her rightful lands around 
Morrinsville.In spite of this Gilbert's mana was very high among the Maori 
people who respected him for his bravery and fighting ability, plus generosity. 
The marriage, because of the difference in age and long periods of absence, 
broke down, but Gilbert maintained a life long interest in her and her child, 
Violet, who was nursing him when he died in 1923. Violet has stated that 
when her father was delirious, he would speak in Maori, re-living old battles. 
He spoke and thought as a Maori and maintained a unique association with 
the Arawa people, enjoying the friendships of many chiefs. His understanding 
of the Maori culture, values and language earned him "mana rangatira" and in 
1922 the Arawa people became concerned about his health and voted an     
annuity of 100 pounds from the Arawa Lakes Fund for his lifetime.  
Gilbert wanted a peaceful place to spent his last few years and chose Tauranga 
where he took a great interest in local matters, helping in the formation of the 
Savage Club of which he was president when he died. He also wrote many  
articles on Maori history and happenings.   
                                                                                                             Continue overleaf 
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Gilbert Mair, continued  

Upon his death, his body was taken to Maketu Marae where he was fare 
welled and then on to Mourea near Rotorua where he lay in state before being 
taken to Tama Te Kapua Meeting House, with a service at St. Faith's church, 
Ohinemutu, where he is buried in the Maori cemetery. It is said he died poor in 
wealth but rich in esteem and love, being the only Pakeha admitted full rights 
to Arawa chieftainship.    

References: 
Annals of a New Zealand Family -Laura Jackson, 1935 
The Mair Family            -J.C. Anderson and G.C. Petersen, 1956 
New Zealand's Heritage  -Part 36 
Encyclopaedia of New Zealand -1966 
Evening Post     -16th December 1967 
Family notes   

I have been a guide at The Elms since 2001 and became interested in researching Gilbert 
Mair when I realized that his wife Katherine Sperrey had painted Euphemia and Edith  
Maxwell. My interest was increased when I realized that his father, Gilbert, my great, great 
grand father, brought the first European ship, the "Herald" into Tauranga Harbour in June 
1826.*    
                    
*The following is an extract from The Mair Family

 

also supplied by Judy Armstrong  
describing the involvement of Gilbert Mair (Senior) with the Herald:  

>> .In the previous July the Rev. Henry Williams had laid the keel of a small 
schooner intended for the use of the Mission and no sooner had Gilbert arrived 
than his services as a ship s carpenter were engaged. Although it was at first 
anticipated that the construction of the vessel would take only four months, it 
was twenty months later, on 24 January 1826, that the schooner was actually 
launched.  
During the course of construction of the ship, Williams had a great deal of   
trouble with the natives who, understandably, were attracted by the iron, nails 
and other treasure used on the vessel, and in one affray Mair had his arm    
broken. The launching was an event of great importance, and was witnessed 
by a crowd estimated at between three and four thousand. The Maoris          
anticipated much profit from the launching, having planned to exact a large 
amount of utu for dragging the vessel from the beach into deep water. Great 
was their surprise and disappointment when the chocks were knocked away 
and the ship slid unaided down the slipway into the water. The schooner was 
named the Herald and Gilbert Mair was engaged as sailing master <<     
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A Night at the Lyceum 
This year the annual function organised by the Board of Directors to honour 
the guides was held on May 16 at the Lyceum clubrooms.    

Jocelyn Hicks,  Director of 
Training, always with her hands 
full! With 52 guides and six 
trainees (the numbers are      
constantly changing)   this busy 
managing director has little time 
for relaxation. Among other 
tasks, 23 cruise ship visits this 
season put the guides to the test, 
and the  number is said to         
increase to 32 visits next year. 
Also   expected is a lengthening 
of the actual cruise ship visiting 
season.           

Barbara Steele, chairperson of 
the Friends of The Elms      
Committee, resplendent in her 
early winter fashions, has a gift 
for the deserving guides:        
elegant  pens with The Elms 
logo on them. 
These pens were procured as 
one of the fund raising efforts of 
Barbara s committee, and they 
are still available on sale at the      
office.        
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A Night at the Lyceum, continued     

Debonair Mr John Burn, Chairman of the  
Board of Directors                          

                        

                        Joy Drayton still makes 
                       great pictures!     

Photos Neil Goodwin 

This was   an  extra 
special     occasion 
for guide Susan  
A n d e r s e n         
celebrating her 
70th birthday.   




