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Editorial

A multitude of events has marked the year of the
10th Anniversary of The Elms Foundation and
there are more to come. The 5-part series of
lectures entitled \Voices from The Elms created by
"l Jinty Rorke and supported by the University of
4 Waikato (see article by Nyree Sherlock p.13) is
TR keenly awaited.
In this issue of the newsletter, Basil Kings has contributed his
reminiscences regarding the decade 1999 - 2009; it is a very
informative account of a lot of things, unknown or forgotten. that
happened and created the transition to The Elms as it is today. Of
course the evolution continues, that is what makes the place alive.
Most historic places have their own idiosyncratic pulse which distinguishes
and makes them unique. During a recent visit to Dunvegan Castle on the
- % -]Island of Skye, | was
g tempted to compare it
against the charm of The
Elms. The Mediaeval
~castle, in its breath
- | taking position has stood
—+ since the 9th century
S with the MaclLeods
moving in sometime in
the 1200s and  still
resident. In comparison
the differences rather

than similarities stand out.
The castle has turned into a massive commercial enterprise, with a turn over
of millions. A hundred staff, souvenir shops, cafés, parking for over 100 cars
and buses, catering for the tens of thousands of visitors per year. The entry is
£7.5 pp or for the gardens alone £5.5.

Talking about the “pulse” of the place, you might like to read about the
colonial/barn dance idea on p.16. On p. 21 you will find a humorous account
of how a busy grandmother becomes involved, at a short notice, in a film
shoot at The Elms and comes up trumps, written by Judy Keys.

| am indebted to Dorothy Gibbs for her article on Henare Wiremu Taratoa on
p.10, which reminds us of another great humanitarian Maori personage.

Do keep warm and enjoy the rest of the winter!

Kate Goodwin, Editor



The Elms Foundation
Reminiscences Concerning the First Decade.
1999-2009
By Basil Kings

A history of the ElIms Foundation, its management and the development of the
property remaining from the Church Missionary Society’s Te Papa Mission
Station will be written at a future date. This is a very personal account of the
first ten years with special reference to the first two or three. It highlights the
work of volunteers. This work was often very physical and included sorting,
sifting and clearing out and cleaning up as well as some initia listing (it could
not be called cataloguing!) of the welter of material held in various buildings,
nooks and crannies and in no sort of order.

The handing over of the property occurred on the 18" January, 1999 with a
suitable ceremony in the grounds involving the Chairman of the Elms Historic
Family Home Preservation Trust Inc., Ron Melvin and the Chairman of
Trustees of the ElIms Foundation, Judge Peter Trapski.

Ken Macdonald, Foundation Chairman of Board of Directors was
iImmediately seen to be a person looking for action, but at the same time one
who exercised considered restraint when dealing with Directors over-anxious
for action.

It soon became apparent that bringing the buildings up to an appropriate
presentation standard would be a long term job. Especialy if account was to
be taken of methods required to process the various collections and present the
house and contents in an acceptable way. For instance an early decision of the
Board was that any restorative work would take account of the ongoing
history of the house and the changes which had been made by successive
tenants e.g. adding carpets and electricity, re-cladding interior walls in
bedrooms with scrim and wallpaper or wallboard and wallpaper. This decision
resulted in the dining room retaining the appearance of the immediate
post-1847 years while the bedrooms, particularly Duff Maxwell’s bedroom,
reflecting modernizing changes and personal interests of occupants.

The re-presentation of the interior of the house and library undertaken by
Chris Currie, a professional curator in 2003 took this policy into account
which has resulted in an excellent experience for visitors to the house.

The first cruise ship tours actually began in November of 1998 before the
Elms Foundation actually took over from the Maxwell Family and the EHFHP
Trust Inc.. 1.D. Tours were the first Tour Company to request tours and this
because the Executive in charge of setting up tours had lived in Tauranga and

been a subscribing member of the original Trust.
Continued overleaf
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The Elms Foundation; Reminiscences, continued

Running the Tour visits was very much a matter of trial and error and seeing
what would work. Because it was clear some re-piling work was needed and
there was concern about potential damage from queues of people moving
through the house, the Foundation decided that the tours would be of the
grounds but with opportunity for tour groups to see into the house and library.
This was done by opening the six French doors, installing decorative rope
barriers and having all lights turned on. This worked quite well for the first few
years and until re-piling work had been carried out.

One of the first and highest priority actions to be undertaken in bringing the
house and property up to standard was to ensure the house and contents were
protected from fire by the installation of a sprinkler system. A smoke detection
system was aready in place but of course a sprinkler system was going to
bring instant protection in the event of fire. Rex Edmonds, later a Trustee for a
period was a prime mover and supervisor of the installation of sprinklers. At
the same time direct links to the Tauranga Fire Service were established.

Before re-piling could be undertaken a massive clearance of the substantial
basement of the house was necessary. The large lidded access to the left of the
entrance to the back door of the house leads down to trenched walk-ways with
wired concreted side banks. These were developed when the NZ Govt’s Public
Works Department carried out re-piling in 1976. Chairman Ken Macdonald led
a small team of Rex Edmonds and Basil Kings to clear disused items stored
under the house — at least three old bikes, sofas and broken chairs, no longer
working household appliances and timber. Trailer loads of no historic value
material was taken to the tip.

A little later, but in this early period considerable material was also cleared
from the second floor of the house, the attic, some of it potential fire hazard.
Much of this material was of historical significance and was stored in the coach
house alongside existing items yet to be catal ogued.

Attention in these early years also had to be given to visitor safety and security.
A potential hazard were the ivy-covered arches providing a not unattractive
entry to the Domestic Services Range and the path leading to the house itself.
The supports were ageing macrocarpa branches from the massive macrocarpa
trunk still to be seen on the west lawn opposite the chapel. The whole quite
elaborate structure was virtually held together by the tangle of ivy; somewhat
reluctantly but for visitor safety reasons the Board decided it should be
removed.

Again, the then much younger team of Macdonald, Edmonds and Kings, with
supervisor of the time, the late Ken Tipper giving encouragement, carried out

this task.
Continued overleaf
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The Elms Foundation; Reminiscences, continued

The first fulltime supervisor and job appointee was the late Ken Tipper who
held the position for about three years. Ken was a skilled technician and
do-it-your-self who carried out a number of tasks necessary before skilled
restoration was carried out. First was the demolition of the connecting way
between the housekeeper’s rooms in the Domestic Services Range and the
origina kitchen. This construction by Duff Maxwell provided bathroom and
access to further accommodation which Duff had hired out as a flat. Ron
Melvin and his wife Norma had occupied this space in the early 1950’s. At the
direction of the Board Ken removed all that and set up two more toilets to
make the current three toilets in the old kitchen block. The bakers' oven which
Rev. Brown had built in the kitchen must have been removed at an earlier
date. This meant the Domestic Services Range and the kitchen (now toilet
block) would be free-standing as they were when rebuilt after the 1877 fire.
Appropriate shell-impregnated concrete paths were then laid between the two
buildings.

Ken Tipper was replaced by Kevin Hamm and later the supervisor position
was shared with Bruce Heaton who continues assisted by Audrey Knight. The
supervisors have become an institution as the only fulltime staff employed by
the Board. Kevin Hamm in association with Glen Pettit catalogued the 2500
books housed in the library.

During the early years of the first decade one of the maor jobs to be
undertaken at the direction of the Board was the re-cataloguing and
conserving in acid —free boxes the huge collection of textiles and clothing.
Dr. Joy Drayton undertook this massive task with the help of a small group of
interested volunteers and the professional advice of Rangi Te Kanawa a
qualified conservator. This task has been further refined and catalogued in
greater detail by the Collections officer, Joanne Knowles.

It was only when the property came into the hands of the Foundation that
attention could be given to the conservation of the considerable range of
papers, maps, pictures, artifacts, letters and other written material which were
to be found in drawers, cupboards, nooks and crannies, found on the floors
throughout the buildings. After some years doing a wonderfully professional
job as Collections Officer Joanne Knowles is still finding previously
unrecorded and exciting items needing to be catalogued, photographed and
appropriately stored.

One small collection on which | undertook to do an initia sort were the
newspapers and periodicals dating back to the 1870°s and earlier. A dirty job it
was too as hundreds of Auckland Weekly News, Illustrated London News,
Bay of Plenty Times and Taranaki News and Graphics had been stored in the
basement to the library, the damp and dirty so-called Volkner’s Cottage and

the Fencible Cottage
Continued overleaf
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The Elms Foundation; Reminiscences, continued

The original Board of Directors members were: Ken Macdonald Chair.
Ruth Morton (Sec.) Barry Ward (Treas.) Jinty Rorke, Rev. McGarvey,
Rex Edmonds, Ron Melvin, Basil Kings.

Guiding and the cadre of guides needed especialy for the cruise ship tours
which developed into a mgor fundraiser in the early years of the decade
continues to be so as an expanded operation run so ably by Jocelyn Hicks,

From an initial group of eight or ten guides we quickly moved to 30 or so and
later to about fifty. Volunteer guides were initially recruited by word of mouth
and approach to individuals but as increase in numbers became necessary, U3A
became an admirable source for interested and expert guides. When a definitive
history of the EIms Foundation is written under Guiding and Cruise Ship Tours
reference cannot fail to be made to the “Four (then Five) Location Tour, always
taken in a clockwise direction”! Successive Directors of Guiding have found it
works especialy at times when two or three coaches have people on site at the
same time. I’ll clam a place in EIms Foundation history for inventing that
system!

Initially contact with schools and Guiding of school groups was put in the
hands of an Education Officer, the late Brian Welch, an enthusiastic historian
and educationist who did much to ensure good contact with al levels of the
school system, state and private.

When Brian died suddenly we greatly missed his inputs, expertise and
enthusiasm for the Elms and its history.

The duties of Director of Guiding which gave a place on the Board of
Directors, moved to Brian Davies and for the last 5 years to Jocelyn Hicks who
have each made changes which have provided the Board with an excellent
volunteer guiding service.

Following a review of the management of guiding in 2004 it was decided to
make the position of Education Officer a free-standing position separate from
that of Guiding. This would alow for the expansion of the role when an
Interpretation/ Education Centre is set up in the grounds which is intended
under the Strategic Plan. Pat Cleaver a retired school Principal has undertaken
this position and brings skill and experience to the position.

When Ken Macdonald resigned from the position of Chairman of the Board of
Directors in 2005 after seven demanding years in the position he wrote an
excellent report reviewing what had been undertaken and accomplished in his
time as Chairman and setting out also possible future developments. He lists
over forty projects completed during his term, a wonderful record which of
course is further added to in the last four years under John Burn’s
Chairmanship.

Continued overleaf
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The Elms Foundation; Reminiscences, continued

All who work within the orbit of The EIms House, Library and property are
captured and enthused by its spell and charm.

Under such effective Chairmen and successive Boards of Directors, the
Trustees can be proud indeed with what has been accomplished in conserving
and developing The Elms House, Library and property for public viewing,
during the first decade of their ownership.

Basil Kings
Former Director of Guiding and Board member.

Ken Macdonald, 1% Chairman of the Board of Directors of
The EIms Foundation with Trustee Dr Joy Drayton. The
photo (EIms archives) istaken at the planting of memorial
Kauri trees, May 2000.
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Henare Wiremu Tar atoa,
?- 1864.
By Dorothy Gibbs

We guides at The Elms present the fascinating tale of its history in our own
way and, for me, the most significant page in its'storybook' is the copy of
Henare Wiremu Taratoas chalenge to the British troops camped on
mission-station land. (Does anyone know where the origina letter to
Lieut-Colonel Greer is, by the way?)
Its significance liesin the fact that it is areminder to us not only of how eagerly
Maori took to the written word (and in a foreign language at that) but that the
arrival of the British troops in 1863 was virtualy the birth of the city of
Tauranga as they fought in battle and remained in occupation. Their presence
struck the death-knell of the missions and Tauranga's role was translated from
Maori villages to European
town and city. But what of
the man, Henare Taratoa,
who wrote that chivarous
summons to combat on
behalf of al the tribes?
He was a leader of Ngai Te
~ |Rangiand he lived at
| Opounui on Matakana
“ldand. He was taught and
“|baptised by the CMS
missionary, Henry Williams,
- |whose names he adopted at
| baptism and he studied at St
John's College in Auckland.
He travelled extensively with
Bishop Selwyn assisting as a
missionary and in 1852,
spent severa months in the
| Pacific teaching idlanders
aready converted to
Christianity by Samoan lay
preachers.

Henare Wiremu Taratoa, a water colour painting by
Horatio Robley, Alexander Turnbull Library. Continued overleaf
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Henare Wiremu Taratoa, continued

In 1858, he was appointed lay reader and native schoolteacher at Otaki.
Despite hisinvolvement with the Church of England, Taratoa did not become a
clergyman as he was considered too impetuous for the ministry. In 1860, at a
meeting at Otaki, he spoke against the actions of Governor Thomas
Gore-Brown and, with others, demanded his recall. (A minor chief had offered
to sell hisland, an area of 600 acres called Pekapekaon the south side of
the Waitara, and the Governor, despite the opposition of the paramount chief,
had agreed through his agents to purchase it, thus beginning the costly and
disastrous year-long Taranaki war). During Governor Grey's second term as
governor, Taratoa opposed his system of indirect rule which brought British
law and officialsto Maori districts.

He came back to Tauranga in 1861 and set up a school for teaching arithmetic
and Christianity. He also organised a system of councils to regulate civil and
religious matters. The Tauranga district supplied the King movement with food
and ammunition during the Walkato war in 1863-1864. Contingents of
warriors were allowed to move through Nga Te Rangi territory and the arrival
of the British soldiersto stop this, led to the challenge to battle at Pukehinahina
or the Gate Pa as we know it. A code of conduct was drawn up by the local
tribes for this battle and a copy of it was sent by Taratoa to Lieut.Colonel
Greer. It said that captured soldiers would not be killed and that unarmed
Pakeha and women and children would not be attacked. Taratoa was present at
the Maori victory at the Gate Pa on 29th April, 1864. The wounded British
troops left behind after the retreat were treated with consideration and
courtesy. It isrecorded that Taratoa narrowly escaped being shot by soldiers to
whose wounded colonel he was carrying a calabash of fresh, cold water. This
act is also attributed to Heni Te Kuri Karamu* but it is likely that numerous
acts of kindness were performed after the battle. On the 21st June 1864 the
British troops defeated Ngai Te Rangi and their allies, and Taratoa and more
than a hundred warriors were killed. A copy of the rules of conduct was found
on Taratoa's body and the writing which included a prayer, ended with the
words "if thine enemy hunger, feed him, if he thirst, give him drink (Romans
12.280). Taratoa was initially buried in the filled-in trenches at Te Ranga but
later placed in the mission cemetery at Otamataha pa.

As amemorial to the chivalrous conduct of the warriors at the Gate Pa, Maori
and Europeans combined in 1914 to erect a granite monument over the tomb of
Rawiri Puhirake who had led his men in the battle. A plague was added later
to commemorate Taratoa's chivalry but we guides also keep the memory of this
humane hero alive in our own way.

See also “The Adventurous Life of Jane Foley” by Russell Standish, N/L Jan. 2007. Ed.

Continued overleaf
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Henare Wiremu Taratoa, continued

S,
wording of the challenge sent to the
British soldiers on 28th March, 1864.

To the Colonel.
Friend, the Colonel. Give heed. We are searching for the meaning of
your thoughts because we have considered your offence.

Your first offence - the shooting of Maoris (sic) by soldiers on the
24™ Feb,1864 (at Rangiachia near Te Awamutu).

The second - The going of the soldiers to Maketu, the meaning
of whichisan eager desire to fight the Ngati
Porou

The third - the Queen natives have taken up arms.

Thefourth - The coming of the soldiersto Peterehema
(Bethlehem).

Friend, we thoroughly understand your intentions now.

Do you hearken. A challenge for a fight between usis declared.

The day of fighting, Friday the 1st day of April, 1864. Thisisa

fixed challenge from all the tribes.
- ————~

Bibliography:-

‘A Centennial History of Tauranga' by W.H. Gifford & H.B. Williams
W.F. Gordon papersin NMNZ Colonial History Collection
‘Tauranga, Aspects of its History' by Ernest Bush

Dictionary of NZ Biography - entry by Ngahuia Dixon.

Dorothy Gibbs, Guide.

Post script from Jinty Rorke

When my husband and | visited Lichfield Cathedral in England we were interested to see the
tomb of Bishop Selwyn, the first Bishop of New Zealand. Selwyn, who had taught Taratoa
at St John’s College, was made the Bishop of Lichfield in 1867. He is buried in the Lady
Chapel of this beautiful Cathedral. Surrounding his effigy is a mural depicting Maori lifein
New Zeadland. Of more significance to this story, however, is that Selwyn erected a
memorial to Henare Taratoain the Bishops’s Place in Lichfield.

He used money donated for his services during the Land Wars for the ornamentation of the
Bishop’s Chapel, where he erected commemorative windows. One represents David pouring
water collected by three soldiers at risk to their lives (I Chron. X1, 17-19). This was intended
to record Henare Taratoa’s act of giving water to the wounded after the battle of Gate Pa.
(Heni Pore later claimed that she alone had done this)

Mair, Gilbert, The Story of Gate Pa, April 29" 1864. pp 86-88
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VoicesfromThe EIl ms:

A fivespart local-history series
commemorating 10 years of The EIms Foundation
by Nyree Sherlock

Attending the University of Walkato at Tauranga’s annual free lecture series
has become an enjoyable tradition for many in the Tauranga Moana region.
The lectures within the series are educational and enjoyable; the subjects are
thought provoking, topical and universal. In addition, we choose presenters
who are experts in their specific field of research, so the audience has
immediate access to their knowledge; both during the lecture, and later, during
guestion-time.

This year the University of Waikato at Tauranga’s Centre for Continuing
Education is delighted to be working with historian and author Jinty Rorke to
create \Voices from the Elms, a five-part local-history series that
commemorates 10 years of The Elms Foundation. This series will recollect the
fascinating bygone era of early nineteenth-century Tauranga, from both Maori
and European perspectives. The topics that will be covered include:
The History of the Te Papa Mission Sation (Jinty Rorke), The Battle of Gate
Pa (Des Tata), Collections at the Elms (Jo-Ann Knowles and Dean Flavell),
A Colonial Library: The Books of Alfred Nesbit Brown (Dr Kirstine Moffat),
and A Garden History of the EIms. Aspects of Garden-Making of Rev A.N.
Brown 1830s-1860s (Margie Smith and Dr James Beattie). All five lectures in
Voices from the EIms will be accompanied by visual texts. Dates. September
2, 9, 16, 23, 30. All lectures start at 6.30. Venue: theatre 106, the Bongard
Centre, Cameron Road, Tauranga. The series, which is free to the Tauranga
public, is sponsored by the University of Waikato Cultural Committee.
Bookings are essential. For further enquiries or early bookings email

nyree@waikato.ac.nz or phone: 5775376.
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Reports

The El ms Guiding Report
By Jocelyn Hicks

We have had severa highlights these last few weeks.
Zespri brought a German film crew to make a
documentary about the kiwifruit industry and the first
kiwifruit seeds planted by the Wanganui head mistress
Isabel Fraser in the early 1900s. Guide Judith Keys,
dressed herself and her two grandchildren in period
costumes to act the parts. Thank you to Judith for all
i your effort which was very much appreciated. The film
crew said The Elms film shoot was the highlight of their visit to Tauranga.
The guides socia evening at the Lyceum Club in May proved to be very
popular. Basil Kings and Brian Davies who were the two first Guiding
Directors and established the system we have today, were presented with
10-year long service badges.
.Have you noticed the planting of shrubs along the cliff face? Guides have
been asking for ages about this so our thanks go to the gardeners from
Tauranga City. The vistawill gradually be softened as these plants grow.
We had a very valuable visit from | Site staff from around the North Island.
These are the front line people who tell local and overseas visitors where to
vigit. They wrote a very appreciative email about their tour. Thank you Alison
and Stuart Murray for presenting The ElIms so well.
Recently | went with some of the guides to Matapihi School to atree planting
ceremony in memory of Brian Welch who was one of our original guides
from 1998 who sadly passed away while on holiday in England. Brian had
contributed a great deal to Matapihi school and helped sort out many issues
there. A great tribute to Brian, during which there was also beautiful singing
from the children and speeches from the Elders.
Later in August | will be training some new guides in preparation for the
summer season to ensure we can cover al the visits.. | have approached both
Holy Trinity church and St Georges at Gate Pa to see if they have any
interested people . If you know of anybody else who might be interested
please let me know.
| hope we will find somebody soon to help with the cruise ship administration
this summer. | will still continue as a Director of guiding and give all the
guidance | can to help someone fit into the role of cruise ship co-ordinator.
A series of lectures are to be held at the Bongard centre to commemorate the
10th Anniversary of The Elms Foundation. They will be helpful as arefresher
S0, guides, do attend as many as you can.
Jocelyn Hicks
Director of Training
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Forthcoming Events
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TheHeatha Charlton Plano Conoat
Where The EIms Chapel

When  Sunday, August 15 at 2 pm.

Price  Entry $5

Programme :

Music appropriate to the period of the piano;

and there may be some vocal items from
AdrienneBruce whoistheBay o Plety Regond
Minigtry Gonvenar far the Dicoesed Waigpu.
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Information about Heather, supplied by herself

Heather Charlton was born in Auckland where she began her music studies
at the age of 5 years. She attended Avondale College, one of the only schools
in the country at that time offering music as a course subject for School
Certificate and University Entrance. After 5 years of study at the University of
Auckland Heather graduated with a Bachelor of Music and Executants
Diploma with Honours for the piano. She showed an interest in Early Music
while studying with Janetta McStay, who encouraged her to play her baroque
repertoire on the harpsichord.

A Queen Elizabeth Arts Council scholarship enabled Heather to study the
harpsichord at the Royal Conservatorium of Music a The Hague with Bob
Van Asperen. She was then awarded a scholarship by the Belgian Ministry
of Culture. Heather moved to Brussels and graduated in harpsichord studies at
the Royal Conservatoire of Music in Brussels, and later in organ studies at the
Royal Conservatorium of Music in Antwerp.

She is organist at the Anglican Pro Cathedral of Brussels and teaches and
performs throughout Belgium and in other European countries.

Jinty
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The Colonial Home Entertainment Scene

And Her itage Awar eness in Our Times
By Kate Goodwin

| recently attended a ‘Victorian Quadrilles’ workshop where | heard about
Auckland’s Heritage Festival, which has been going on for a number of years,
(next coming up 19 Sept./4 Oct). The festival is part of along term campaign
to protect Heritage areas. Apparently colonial dance is very much a part of it
and | understand, this movement is becoming equally popular in Australia.
| have subsequently spoken to some of my opposite numbers in Folk Dance
NZ who are expert in Colonial/Barn dancing and who very enthusiastically
promised to help us set up Colonia Dance a The Elms. It will involve
attending a class perhaps once a fortnight, starting around October/November.
If you are interested to become part of it and have fun as well as help to
promote the spirit of The Elmplease phone me at 5799903
Read on!
A Colonial Ball.

(Excerpts from the book Kaipara by P. W. Barlow. 1888.)
...We had not been long settled in Matakohe when an invitation to a ball at Mr.
M——'s was received, asking us to go early in the day, as the tide then suited
best, to bring our evening clothes with us, and to dress there. We accomplished
the journey in my punt, for | had by this time one of my own, and on our
arrival at Mr. M——'s found the household very busy with preparations...

...One half the spacious verandah had been closed in with canvas, and formed
Contenleaf o



