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  Editorial  
Life at the Elms is full of activity and demanding      

in all sectors. If you happened to be doing some      
volunteer work after hours, such as painting seats (!) 
you will have noticed a constant stream of visitors       
wandering about the gardens intent on reading the   
stories on the signs, looking at the trees, taking in the 
atmosphere. Someone commented recently that                   
The Elms garden nowadays is impressive enough to be 
listed in Gardens to visit in New Zealand! 

The Guides have the formidable task of dealing with an ever increasing  
number of visitors in and out of the cruise ship season. The work of         
conservation is intensified and its various aspects have now   become the 
concern of the City Council who, in a project coined  The Way Forward 
are looking at solutions, in partnership with The Elms Foundation (see 
Tauranga City Council meets at The Elms Chapel). An  interesting    article 

supplied by John and Julie Green on The  Pioneer Whare , gives us an idea 
of the history of one of the place s interesting  but not original   buildings. 
The whare is currently the focus of conservation work which started with the 
cleaning of the undergrowth around it, a problem common to historic places: 
leave them alone and the trees will start growing inside the buildings!  
Another formidable task is the cataloguing and storing to a Museum standard  
of protection the Elms collection of approximately 11,200 items. Joanne 
Knowles, the Collections Officer has the assignment of the ongoing    
process of cataloguing and preparing for the storage of this unique            
collection. A great  number are being boxed in preparation for being stored 
away from The Elms in partnership with the Tauranga Museum. It makes  us 
sad that,  apart from practical considerations, some of the mostly                
irreplaceable items are going away and, although safe, will have limited     
access for a while.  
The meeting of the TCC at the Chapel is the cherry on the top when thinking 
of the multipurpose function of another  of The  Elms historic buildings. 
Apart from its main religious and ceremonial functions: celebrating         
communion on every 5th Sunday of the month and  weddings, there have 
been a number of concerts, recitals and lectures which will undoubtedly  
continue due to their  increasing popularity. The Department of Continuing 
Education of Waikato University used it as one of its venues; and then the 
TCC enjoyed a different and very constructive meeting there!             
While the newsletter goes to print, a variety concert will be held at the 
Chapel on Sunday December 2.   
Have a wonderful Christmas break! 
Kate Goodwin, Editor 
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Chair per so n s Repo r t  

It is six months since my last report and during that time a 
number of projects have been completed thanks to the   
sterling efforts of the committee:  
*    Two generous donors supplied a microwave and a 

fridge for the Mission House kitchen.   We purchased a 90 
cup urn for use when larger groups require hot water.  
*    All the pews in the Chapel have now been French    

polished, giving an uniformity to them thus helping to further improve the   
interior of the building for weddings, concerts and services.  
*    The front and Chapel gates have been repaired and given a thick coat of 

shiny white paint.  
*    Ten seats and four forms are positioned round the grounds giving The 

Elms a more comfortable appearance for visitors, as they now have several 
choices of where to sit to enjoy the beauty of the property.  
*    The office has been re-carpeted with a perfect remnant found in one of the 

buildings when Neil was executing one of his many "tidy-ups", so along with 
a coat of paint and re-upholstered chairs it is looking very inviting and cosy 
for staff and visitors alike.  
*    The University of Waikato concert, "Plucked not Struck" held in the 

Chapel on Sunday 9th September was well attended and was most interesting 
as the audience learnt and heard about this instrument's history and its place in 
society prior to the piano.   It was a great experience.  
*    Attractive new pens are now available for purchase from the Office and 

would be ideal to include in gifts, or as a memento on their own, retailing at 
$5 each.  
May I thank Kevin Hamm for all the assistance he has given over the years 

as manager of The Elms.   We wish you well in your retirement from that     
position Kevin. We welcome Audrey King who has been appointed to Kevin's 
position and have already enjoyed working with her, along with Bruce Heaton 
who mans the office for half the week.  
Congratulations to Dr Neil Goodwin who has recently been appointed to the 

Board of Directors and he is now very busy serving on two Elms' committees, 
just as Paul did in the past. 
In this, the last newsletter for 2007 I thank the committee for their             
commitment to The Elms and for their support and enthusiasm.  

On behalf of the Committee "Best Wishes" for the forthcoming Festive      
Season.   Thank you "Friends" for your interest in and support of The Elms. 
We also wish The Guides a successful Cruise Ship season which will be busy 
for you, but very rewarding, no doubt. 
Sincerely. 
Barbara Steele 
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   The Pioneer Whare 
By John  and Julie Green 

Built probably in the 1920 s by a young chap named Menzies as the original 
home on his bush block at Kopaki in the King Country. He worked on the 
roads and in his spare time broke in his land and built the whare and many 
chains* of fence from just one large totara.  
When he died,  the place was left to his niece Mavis and nephew John but 
their father ran it as they were too young to manage a farm.  
In the early 1970 s the property was to be sold and MOTAT (Museum of 
Transport ant Technology) in Auckland was offered the whare. Since they 
were not interested in obtaining it, Duff Maxwell was approached and      
thankfully  he accepted this unique piece of history.  
He and a young member of The Elms Trust, John Green, set off to collect 
Granddad's latest treasure driving a 1929 Hudson Super Six converted to a fiat 
deck truck and towing a large trailer made from another 1929 Hudson Super 
Six Chassis. 
Once the building had been carefully demolished all the usable material was 
brought home and slowly reconstructed over the next few years as time        
allowed. The original windows were not re-used and the building ended up 
slightly smaller than it had been. The small window in the end actually came 
from John Green s grandparents home Fairlight which had been demolished 
in 1969 following serious damage by fire.  Incidentally the white gates near 
the belfry and a bookcase in the dining room also came from the same source. 
Fairlight was a large property that was bounded by Thorncliff Private      

Hospital on Edgecumbe Road, 5th Avenue, The Beach and 6th  Avenue. 
It was built in the 1870s by H. Brabant, a local magistrate and owned later by 

Lyn Harpham s parents 
Fred and Mary Christian. 
John Green s mother was 
widowed and made a   
second marriage to Harry 
Christian, their son.   

*  A chain measures 66 feet or approximately 20 meters 

Woodcrafter Ivan Watchorn, 
assisted by Ralph Harding and 
Alan Martin have recently   
replaced one of Duff s        
windows mentioned in the 
above article. 
Photo Neil Goodwin 
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   THE RESTORED EL MS SUN DIA L 
By Stewart Murray, Elms Guide   

Little is known about the history of the Elm s sun dial that stands in front of 
the library other than it appears to have been in existence throughout Duff 
Maxwell s tenure of the Elm s property. 
We have to assume that the time correction sine wave curves on the sun dial 
plate have been engraved for Tauranga as they vary for all latitudes. I will 
need to follow this through over the next year at appropriate times; though of 
course we are stuck with what we have. 
Equally importantly was the angle set for the making of the new gnomon, the 
vertical plate that is positioned on the dial plate, and it is this that casts its 
shadow indicating time. Tauranga s latitude is about 37.5° so that is the angle 
rising up from the front, northern, centre point. 
A great deal of investigation into the metal to be used for the new gnomon 
was necessary. It had to be at least 1 cm. thick and compatible with the brass 
dial. If you look at the spacing between the minutes before and after midday, 
there is a 1cm gap to accommodate a thick and robust gnomon and this we 
obviously had to incorporate into its manufacture.  
Every metal merchant in Tauranga was visited, boat bronze fittings            
considered and it was only a chance comment made by my son who          
suggested we make a brass moulded unit. A hardwood model was made,      

internal design shape was incorporated 
for vandal proof strength and the      
finished  fitting was made from new 
brass ingots at a foundry in the Mount. 
A note of interest 

 

it took me less than 
30 seconds to remove the old sun dial 
from its plinth. 
It has now been securely glued and 
screwed down with brass screws back 
on to its base. The back has been       
engraved with  ownership details in 
case of theft.  

Photo  shows  the sun dial in front  of  
the library proudly displaying its new  
gnomon.  

Photos by Stewart Murray. 
                      

                                                                                                  Continued overleaf 
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The restored Elms sundial, continued               

   Above photo has the sine wave curves indicating correction times to be added      
or subtracted through the months of the year and called the Equation of Time .  

Some explanatory detail has also come from the Carter Observatory in        
Wellington:     

The Earth goes round the Sun in an ellipse. This means that when the 
Earth is closest to the Sun in its orbit it is going faster and when it is furthest 
away it is going slower. It is closest in early January and furthest in early July. 
When the Earth is going faster the Solar days are slightly shorter and when 
going slower are slightly longer. These small differences mean that there is a 
difference with the time that we use (clock time), which is regulated with the 
mean Solar day. 

  

The Earth orbits the Sun at an angle of 23.5°  The Gnomon is set to the 
latitude of the place and ideally the Sun is then at right angles to the edge of 
the Gnomon, but this only happens twice a year at the equinoxes, March and 
September 22 approx.. At other times it is not at right angles and therefore    
introduces an error. These errors are at maximums (plus or minus) at the      
Solstices, December and June 22 about. 

 

The curve is made out of the 2 sine waves ( a and b ) but they are not in 
phase.  i.e.. If their errors are equal, one positive and the other negative, then 
they cancel out at 0. Where there are differences, they either subtract or add 
out. If you combine the errors in a & b you get the equation of time and it is 
this final resultant curve we see on our sun dial. 
Hopefully, to make this a working and viable sun dial, it will need to be resited 
in a position to receive sun light to indicate time. We have always had          
tremendous interest from overseas tourists and from the local school children 
during their class visits, so at some future date it would be good if this could 
be used as a practical time and astronomy teaching device. 
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The Lady With a Past 
By Jacqueline  

iss Phoebe had a Past. It was not the kind of Past with a    
capital P, beloved of novelists, wherein two men and one woman are            
inextricably mixed in an eternal triangle. Miss Phoebe s past was a fragrant 
thing, lavender scented and lovely.  

Miss Phoebe lived alone in one of the oldest houses in New Zealand, a 
long, low, green-shuttered building of genuine heart of kauri set in an orange 
grove.  
There were rose-red rhododendrons, azaleas and oleanders white and pink in 
season, hibiscus and tangles of royalty-vivid bougainvillea. Yellow lemons 
there were and golden oranges,  and persimmons curiously leafless in the  
harvest season, and dropping their tallowy-scented fairy fruit into the long 
sweet grass of the orchard.  

A flagged path brought one to the house. On the doorstep one stepped 
out of the present into the past. The walls were old panelling; the polished 
floors were laid with cool matting and beautifully-faded rugs. The china and 
silver cabinets would have driven a collector wild with envy; the fire irons at 
the hearth had cheered fires in Cromwell s day. The pictures on the walls were 
pale water-colours in frail, gilt frames. There was a sketch  of the Point, all 
tussock and tea-tree, with a Maori canoe beached where the Yachting Club s 
sheds now stand. There was a portrait of Bishop Selwyn as a peculiarly   
handsome young man.  

Were you asked to take tea with Miss Phoebe, it was served in frail and 
priceless Wedgwood cups. There would be bread-and-butter in wafer slices, 
seed cake and rich fruit cake and sweets on pink plates with the tiniest       
buttonhole roses in the world to garnish them. She would take you up the    
narrow winding stairs where, it seemed, the swish of crinolined skirts and the 
clank of  red-coat soldiers must still be lingering, and you would lay your hat 
off upon a bed in which Bishop Selwyn had passed a night. From the narrow 
dormer window you would look out upon man-o -war anchorage, where 
armed sloops once guarded the town, up on the Camp, where the doomed 68th 

and 43rd were garrisoned, and where now the boys play football on winter  
Saturday afternoons. All the old landmarks, forgotten now by careless citizens 
and   holiday makers, and cherished still by those who remember the past .   

                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                   Continued overleaf 
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The Lady With a Past,  continued   

On Miss Phoebe s table you might pick up a book to read, and it would 
open at a faded flyleaf, revealing a trusty signature Henry Williams, 1843 
and you would wonder if the whole book contained anything quite so         
wonderful as that. The doorstops were cannon-balls, rusty and peculiarly 
heavy, lying there through almost a hundred years with a tale untold.   

In the house there were two modern details. The telephone, hidden      
behind muslin curtains and the electric light, most cunningly concealed within 
an ancient chandelier.   

Miss Phoebe suited the house. She was frail, delicately-dignified, with the  
stately manners of a by-gone generation.  

Dear Lady With a Past, the years go on  and the Present is Past, and 
where you are all things are made new, but the lavender fragrance of your 
shrine of beautifully old things is forever in our hearts.   

Ref.: N.Z. Exporter Annual inc. TUI S ANNUAL.  October 8, 1935 
Article supplied by Jinty Rorke; for the identity of the Author please see section:  
Letter to the Editor  

 

10 carefully designed     
garden seats and 4 benches 
are now placed in various 
vantage points around   
The Elms Gardens; an           
invitation  to take a rest 
and a moment to reflect.  

These seats and benches can 
be owned for a donation to 
The Elms of minimum $800 
per seat or $400 per bench. A 
name plaque will be included. 
Please phone:  
Neil  Goodwin 579-9903 or 
Paul  O'Brian  576-9911 
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Taur an ga C it y Co un c il Meet s  
at The Elms Chapel 

                       

      Photo: Mayor Stuart Crosby chairing the meeting with CEO Stephen Town on the  
       right and Bruce Cronin Chairman of TECT standing on the left. 
                                     

 

A unique meeting of Council was held at The Elms, Mission 
Street   Tauranga, on Wednesday, 19 September 2007 to         
consider the business summarised by the adage:   

                      THE ELMS - THE WAY FORWARD  

The decisions involved were to update the Council on The Elms   
- The way Forward,  and  determine  the future of Council assets 
and support in partnership with The Elms Foundation 
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TCC Meeting at The Elms Chapel, continued     

The Elms is one of the most significant heritage sites in New Zealand. 
It is a national treasure that is seen as an integral part in Tauranga's  past,     
present and future . 

In 2006, Tauranga City Council supported The Elms Foundation in            
developing a strategic plan titled The Way Forward . This plan and The Elms 
Foundation s overall vision were then presented to Council on 8th February 
2007 by Alan Bickers and John Gooch .

   

                                       [Excerpts from the Recommendations] 
   
   
**All of the proposals at this meeting were passed unanimously**                          

 Joy Drayton, Norah Reid, Cr  Murray Guy and Mayor Stuart Crosby   
 having an informal chat after the meeting.    Photos Neil Goodwin. 


