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Editorial

A book voucher given to me last year, proved an excellent
birthday gift; it bought me the Historical Houses book by
Linda Burgess, a guide to 65 historic houses around New
Zedland . This book stimulated our interest in visiting
historic places in the locality of our travels.. Linda writes
with sensitivity and aptitude never exhausting her subject,
{rather inducing a desire to dwell further and learn more.
~ Being in Russell for the New Year, Neil and | visited the
Waimate Mission House in North Waimate, the Treaty House and New
Zeadland’s oldest Catholic mission building, the Pompallier.

It is natural to be tempted to draw comparisons.

On The Elms Linda writes, wishing to have been able to move into the
House:* “All those French doors opening out on to the most beautiful
gardens...those huge exotic trees, the views and best of all the wander down
the path leading to every bibliophile’s dream, the free standing library... ” and
later: “thisis one of those houses fortunate enough to stay in the possession of
the same (extended) family for most of itslife..”

The Waimate Mission House is the 2nd oldest mission housein N. Zealand.;
beautiful in its charming Georgian style, became the first inland mission
station as recommended by Rev. Samuel Marsden because of its already
established farm. It became the “Bishop’s Palace” when Bishop Selwyn and
his family moved in. Today the furniture, tools and utensils seen in the House
are of a much later period, donated by the Bedggood Family Trust, but the
Oak tree standing proudly outside is the oldest in New Zealand.

Pompallier in Russell, New Zealand’s oldest industrial building was never a
residence. It was built in 1841-42 by the Marist mission as a “printery” to
house the printer and a printing press imported from France and used to
produce printed religious texts for the Maori.

The Treaty House at the mouth of Waitangi River with breathtaking views to
the sea, was built as a family dwelling; it later became “overwhelmed with
historic associations”. The little of the original house that remains is
incorporated into an impressive reconstruction. The beautiful Te Whare
Runanga, the meeting house, on the lawns completes the uniqueness of the
scenery.

The 2nd article by Dorna Crowther, Anne Catherine WIson is printed in
this issue of the Newsdletter. Ann Wilson was the first to be interred at the
burial ground of the Church Missionary Society on Nov. 23, 1838. The
second, seven years later, was Archdeacon Brown’s son, Marsh .

| am indebted to John Webster who, with his vast knowledge of the
period, provides us with comments and information, which complements so

pertinently our stories.
Kate Goodwin, Editor

* Ref Linda Burgess HISTORIC HOUSES Publishers Random House 2007
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Comments from the Chair

Activities and events in the new year always seem to
require preparation before one feels quite ready.
Sometimes the “go” button is reluctant to be switched
| on for yet another round of action.

" Guides, newsletters editors and others, keep going
/ through the Christmas break and one is mindful of
*""""*‘thelr ongoing effortsin the interests of The EIms.

TWILIGHT CONCERT - 15th of February - as mentioned in the last
newsletter, “Friends” will have a concession entry fee for this year’s concert.
A “Friend” is entitted to a $5 discount upon showing their current
membership card at the Gate.

To clarify current member ship: on the back of your card is ‘date paid.....’
Membership isfor 12 months from the date of payment.

If you have not aready completed one, please find enclosed with this
newsletter a membership form for 2009.

Your contribution and support is very much appreciated and we look forward
to your continued involvement with The EIms.

Sincerely,

Barbara Steele

Welcometo The EIms Website

Naumal Haere M al

The revised, updated and user-friendly EIms website is up and running!
Navigate through links including History, Buildings, Mission Maori, Gardens
at The Elms, Visit The Elms, Location, on line Books, Shop, Events at The

Elms past and forthcoming, = Weddings, Photo-gallery, Contacts and of
course Friends of The Elms; This last link has two sections, the history of
the “Friends” and the Newsdletter. The Newsdletters are archived so you can
read past issues if you so wish.. Do visit soon



http://www.theelms.org.nz/
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THE VOLKNER COTTAGE CROSS
By John Webster

The November 2008 newsletter contained an article about the finding of a
large wooden cross in the Volkner Cottage during its recent renovation. What
was possibly unknown when the article was written was that the cross was
placed in the cottage after it had been placed for safekeeping in the Chapel in
1964. Thisinformation iswritten up in asmall privately printed book entitled,
“And Quiet Now Their Rest”, by the Rev. Roy McKenzie, which appeared in
1970. Concerning the cross he states:

The wooden cross which has been maintained in good order by visiting Naval
Ships throughout the years was replaced by a bronze plague set in more
enduring materials and dedicated 3rd May 1964, during the Centennial
Celebrations of the Battle. [Gate Pa] The wooden cross has very
appropriately been laid up for safe keeping in the newly restored Chapel at
‘The Elms’, Tauranga. ”

McKenzie’s booklet is a listing of all naval graves in New Zealand from
1842.Although quite extensive other naval graves have been found since
publication in 1970; however, McKenzie’s effort is to be applauded.

As the names in the newsletter photograph were a bit small it is easy from
McKenzie’s list to find them all, including four others who were buried in a
common grave over which the cross was originally mounted. They are as
follows:

Harris, J. Ordinary Seaman HMS Curacao
Kent, L. Private R.M.L.I. HMS Miranda
Watt, G.W. Gunner HMS Miranda
Dalton, W.K. Quarter Master HMS Esk
Fuller, R. Ordinary Seaman HMS Esk
Leigh, W. Stoker HMS Harr!er
Greenhem, A. Stoker HMS Harrier
Young, G. Able Seaman HMS Har_rier
Harding, H. Sergeant R.M.L.I HMS Eclipse

McKenzie added the information that there was a common grave in the Te
Papa Cemetery for those above who were killed or died of wounds at Gate Pa.

Continued overleaf
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The Volkner Cottage Cross, continued

It is interesting that McKenzie also lists as a separate grave that of George
Watt the third on the list above. He states that Watt’s grave in the old Mission
cemetery is surmounted by a plain slab of concrete with a white insert, on
which is the inscription “Sacred to the Memory of George Watt” and the
relevant details that he was a gunner from HMS Miranda and died 29 April
1864, aged 32 years. The question of why he is recorded for two separate
gravesis not considered.

It is highly probable that this cross is the original of 1864 and not a
replacement from one of years when the Navy was undertaking its care. | also
have to wonder why only a short list of names is painted on the cross and not
the complete list — is this a mistake from some time of repair and repainting by
the Navy?

Roy H. McKenzie was chaplain to the Royal New Zealand Navy for nineteen
years, and it was during this time that he researched the booklet. Previous to
this service he was a principal chaplain to the New Zealand Forces. He joined
the Bible Society as home secretary in 1972 and was appointed deputy general
secretary two years later before becoming general secretary. He was a
Presbyterian minister being also on the ministry committee of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. He died in February 1982, aged 65
years.

John Webster.
December 2008.

Footnote

A 10™ name appears on the Cross, that of H Clark between the names of
W Leigh and A Greenhem which apparently is missing from McKenzie’s
booklet.

Of further interest, the names Leigh and Greenhem spelt in the usual manner
in the booklet, on the Cross are spelt Liegh and Greenem respectively.

John Webster writes:

| was at the opening or rededication of the chapel and dont remember the
cross being presented on the day — it was re-blessed by Bishop Panapa — |
have the dlides still somewhere at home.

| will post you a photocopy of McKenzie s pages as he also mentions Captain
Hamilton who is buried in the Te Papa Cemetery and (so we have been told)
gave his name to the city of Hamilton.

And further, after some research, John gives us a further information :

The letters R.M.L.I. after two of the names, stand for Royal Marine Light
I nfantry.

Ed.
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Anne Catherine Wilson
By Dorna Crowther

In the mission cemetery, straight ahead as you walk up the path, is the grave of
Anne Catherine Wilson. The inscription reads:

Anne Catherine Wilson,
wife of John Alexander Wilson.
23 November 1838 age 36.
“| shall soon be beyond that star and be with Him”

Anne Wilson nee Hawker was a gentle born ‘well-connected’ young lady with a
very serious nature. She was born in Ireland but the family was living on Jersey
when she met and married John Alexander Wilson. He had been in the Roya

Navy as a gentleman volunteer and was also, like Anne’s parents, from a family
with a background in the military. They were married in 1828.

Under the influence of Anne, John Wilson was converted to the Christian cause
and they began to consider becoming missionaries. The Wilsons were different
from many other missionaries; Anne’s family had ‘connections’ with gentry and
her husband was a former naval officer and ‘gentleman’. They were accepted
by the CM S and to the horror of Anne’s family were posted to that ‘outlandish
place’ New Zealand.

In 1832 with their two small sons John age 3 and James age 1, they left for NZ
via New South Wales on the convict ship Camden. The trip was not without
incident, Anne wrote in her journal;

‘This has ben an eveitful, awful day. This
nmorning | goent nurang little James who is poarly
franthe extrere heet. Whileweweaeat dinne a
dreadful sgual arcse and carried away a sail and
boom It gppeared asif the ship wauld ovaturn. |

cannot say | felt the least alarm  although most on
board wae greatly frightened. No onebut a pason
in such a Stuation could  conadve sudh a are
aonvids sddies salas pulling ropes, running to
and fro, the Captain and the Fird Mate bawling,
cursing, and swearing in the most horrid manner.
Wamen and dhildren aying, and in about half an
hour theewasa cam” “Thaeis sometak of the
convidsrigng and taking the vesd, if thae has
bemn any plat its bang discovered will preventt it,
but sore o the Offioars we fed, look a John
uppasng him to be the cause Mudh is the

prgudiceagaind mssonaries.”
Continued overleaf



Anne Catherine Wilson, continued

For the next 6 years of her life Anne kept her journal in which she unburdened
herself of her worries and fears. Her husband also kept many of her letters.
Her journal and letters show her isolation, loneliness and devotion to the
evangelical cause. The originals are in the Alexander Turnbull Library.

They arrived at the Bay of Islands in April 1833. In the 5

Bay of Isands John learnt some of the practical work e =
expected of a missionary which he sometimes found
difficult and distasteful. Anne was kept busy in the 4%
schools and they both began learning the Maori language. 8
She wrote in her Journal:
“We have thus bagun houskegoing in this savage land. | have
ghods to attend to and girls under my darge, besides my own #g®
chldren” i
It was also in the Bay of 1lands the Wilsons met the other
missionaries they were to work and sometimes live with S

in the following years. The Kemps, Browns, Fairburns,

Stacks, Williams’, Preeces, were some of the families they met. In 1834 they
were transferred from the Bay of Islands to Puriri, near Thames, a station
opened only the previous year. It was built on a swampy area and the
mosquitoes swarmed and feasted on a diet of new blood. On 30 July Francis
Hawker Wilson was born. Once again Anne was kept occupied with family
and teaching in the mission school. In the unhealthy climate the children of the
missionaries were often sick and Anne Wilson was most unhappy. She had dif-
ficulty mastering the Maori language and found it difficult to express anything
spiritual. Her health began to deteriorate and she was very lonely with the often
long absences of her husband. Her journa details many of the struggles and
frustrations she had to deal with. 28 October Anne writes:

‘My bdoved husband has gone to the Bay of Idands in an goen boat. May the lard
suppart and confart us bath unde the sgparation.” “Heard of Mr Gordon Brown'’'s boet
bang ovaturnadin therive. Soant areslessnight thinking of my absant husband. ”

In 1836 the Wilsons were sent to Tauranga to join Rev Brown and Mr. Stack.
However there was tribal unrest and there were many anxious nights for Anne
and the other missionaries at Tauranga. She was constantly separated from
John who saw it as his duty to attempt to make peace between the warring fac-
tions. She wrote:

‘Eight hundred arrived — passed through the sttlemats a nigt on thar way to
Makeu.” ‘Mr Wilson goneto preach to the army. Waharoa pramised a his repues to
save the women and diildren.” “‘Mr Wilson and Mr Wade care hare with harid
accounts of warfare and cannibalism and as the fights were on their return, we ladies were
digpatched with a few valuables on board the Gdurmbine (VIS supply ship) then laying
df (jug offsharein Tauranga harbour).”

Continued overleaf



10

Anne Catherine Wilson, continued

“It isdecided Mr and Mrs Wade return to the Bay and that | and my children areto
go to Puriri, | fed it is a severe affliction to be separated from John, neither do | see
the necessity of such a shift.”

Anne was very disappointed to be sent back to Puriri with the children. She
remained in Puriri until 1837 and this was a most unhappy time for her. Here
are some extracts from her journal and letters to her husband. She worried, and
with cause, that John might be in danger........

‘1 fed evay day a wek, and evary wek a nonth, during thislong ssparation. Chl do
hopeand pray that thesenativewars may shartly cometo a peaoeful end.”

“I'n theevening prgoaring far my husbands departuretomarrow, fed vay poarly but wish
tobesubmssveasit ishisduty to go, nat to digress himby any exoresson o sorrow.”
‘Donat fall, my dear, told merdurn assoon aspossble Thisexileis extrardy painful
tome | know you sait usaway, fromtheaffedion you have towardsus ye thelovel
have far you mekes me unhappy away fromyou — particularly when | think you arein
dange. Thesemoonlit nightsmekeneafraid they may attack the Papa.”

Meanwhile life went on at the Puriri mission station as usual.

House fires were areal danger to the families, a raupo hut burnt very quickly
and fires were needed to help keep away the mosquitoes. Apparently by the
time you counted to 20 the house would be burned.

‘We have scarady any exaterent haebut theatha day Mr Presoe’s dhirmey caught fire
but providently thewind blew in thecontrary diretion ar thehousewould nat have bemn
long ahoause You will find Puriri lodking vary shabby. The dwdlings begn to decay, the
garden negeded. All thingsseamdreary exogot hape | hopeto sseyou soon.”
Missionaries children were not al little angels......

Meanwhile life went on at the Puriri mission station as usual. House fires were
a real danger to the families, a raupo hut burnt very quickly and fires were
needed to help keep away the mosquitoes. Apparently by the time you counted
to 20 the house would be burned.

‘We have sarady any exaterent herebut the ather day Mr Presee’s chirmey caught fire
but providently thewind blew in the aontrary diretion ar thehousewould nat have bem
long a house You will find Puriri looking vary shaby. The dwelings begn to decay, the
garden negeded. All thingsseamdreary exogot hape | hopeto sseyou soon.”
Missionaries children were not al little angels......

“Thedear dhildren are benaving reverkaldy wdl nowv. They havelos thebad exanpled
Alex Chapmen and thelittleFairburns ”

Little did she realise that one her nephews would later marry one of the
Fairburn children.

1 am vay cadul to kep our children fran Alex Chapman. | am nore and nore
aonvinoed of the nesessty. Mrs Browvn begnsto seit too and seavs vay cardul also.
Little Hawkea gows a swed littlefdlown. 1ndesd they are my anly sdacein thisexile
fromyou. John and Jamesarebehavingwal.”

Continued overleaf
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Anne Catherine Wilson, continued

Little did she realise that one her nephews would later marry one of the
Fairburn children.
1 am vay cardul to kep aur dhildren from Alex Chgpmen. | am nore and nore
aonvinaed o the necessity. Mrs Brown begnsto seeit too and ssavs vay ardul aso.
Little Hawkea gows a swedt littlefdlow. |ndexd they are my anly sdacein this exile
framyou. John and Jamesarebehavingwadl.”
The other missionary wives provided wonderful support for each other. It was-
n’t easy for them, they al came from different backgrounds and often had to
share the same dwellings. Anne mentions many of them in her journal.
‘Dined a Mrs Fairburns” “Mrs Chapman drank tea with us” “Teaching the children in
the morning, Mrs Margan dined with us” “1n the morning sawving far Mrs Presce Dined
a MrsFairburns” “ThePresoes have bean uncommmonly kind toussncewecarehae ”
However there seemsto be friction with Mrs Stack.
‘1 undesand the Sadksintend reurningto Tauranga by thereurn of thevesd. | hape
na, for themorel s:=2d thentheless| likethem Heisnahingbut asavant tohe. |
hapeyou will bevey urgat nat tohavethan | cannat bear tothink of it.”
Sickness was an ongoing problem;
‘A msgabe Qunday. Unwdl and vay nmuch didressed nat anly with anxiety about my
absant hudoend but a9dk dhild. Thelow gated missonary Soirit at thishouseistruly
gievaus” “‘Now it is night and dear little James who has shovn 9gns of bang poaly
svad timestoday, isin afeva and ddirious | fear it may provethe Puriri fever from
which ny family suffeed 0 nuch when reading hae famaly. The bare idea fills me
with an inexplicade harar. | fed indined to send far my husband but shauld he core
only to suffer what he did before, how can | wish for him. If that illness should attack us
again| fed asif | shauld Snk under it.”
‘Little Hawker gew vay nuch Sdkea afte | lag wraetoyou. | lodked into Graham
and found an ardic recommendation. | therdfare adminiseed oneto him athird of a
gan o adictatar. Hesuffeaed vay nuch framit at thetimebut has bean bete ever
ane”
In 1837 they shifted to Waimate but again John was often absent. Over the
next two years Anne Wilson’s health worsened. Her headaches became more
frequent and she discovered alump under her arm.
Anne writes to her husband,;
‘Mr Marden isexpeded haetamorron. Evayonessarsrgacad but my poor heart isnat
intimewith thars On Friday nigtt | put on a blige which drew amezingy but does
nat ssEmto havedoneny sdeany goad. It israthe warsethan bfare ”
Later:
‘Mr Marden arrived lag nigt. Heisgayinga Mr darkés Thaeisa dodor o the
vesd comeova hereand Mr WilliamWilliams will consult himabout me Sncel wrate
this | have disoovered a sTell hard lunp coming unda ny left arm and am deadedly
warse | thinkit my duty totdl youso.”
Later:

‘Continued overleaf



Anne Catherine Wilson, continued

‘Mr Margden arrived lag night. Heis gaying at Mr AQarkes Theeisa doda o the
vessel come over here and Mr William Williags will consult him about me. Since | wrote
this | have discovered a sl hard lunp coming under ny lefit arm and am deadedly
wase | thinkit mydutytotdl youso.”

On New Years Day 1838, with Anne expecting her fourth child, the Wilsons
and the Browns embarked aboard the “Columbine” to return to Tauranga.
Their son George was born just weeks after their arrival in Tauranga.

Anne’s health continued to deteriorate and on 23 November, 1838, age 36, she
died. Her grave was the first European grave in the Mission cemetery.

She was nursed with great care and love by Charlotte Brown who later
described her as:

“an endeared and highly valued friend and assistant...an affectionate and
tender mother and a wife whose worth her husband only could really
appreciate”

Anne Wilson became an inspiration to her family for many years to come.

Post script

John Wilson

John wrote to his Mother in England and suggested that his sister Maria come
and join him and help him with the children._They moved to his Opotiki mis-
sion station. Maria lived there with him until she married Henry Tacy Kemp at
The EImsin 1843.

Wilson continued his missionary work at Opotiki until 1852 when he attended
St Johns College in Auckland and he was ordained on 6 June 1852. For the
next few years he worked in the Auckland district. In 1862 he left for Europe
and married his wife’s niece Charlotte Jane Emma Dent in 1863. The Anglican
Church would not marry them so he sought a special license from the King of
Denmark and they were married in Copenhagen, 19 June 1863. They had five
children none of whom married. John retired to Jersey, occasionaly
undertaking clerical duties and preaching at St Saviours Parish Church. He
died at St Helier on 5 June 1887.

Anne and John Wilson’s children:

John Alexander Wilson

John married his cousin Anne Lydia Dent (sister of his Fathers wife) in France
in 1855 and went back to New Zedand to live. He farmed at Opotiki and
Tamaki with his brother James. When the land wars of the 1860’s broke out he
joined the cavalry. In 1863 he raised a company of the third Waikato regiment
and was appointed to command it with the rank of Captain. He became ajudge
of the Maori Land Court and also had an interest in exporting sulphur from
White Iland. He had alarge family of six girls and seven boys.

Continued Overleaf
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Anne Catherine Wilson, continued

Charles James Wilson

James married Jane Anlezark daughter of the Rev Anlezark of Christchurch,
but had no family. He farmed and also joined the army. He became a family
historian, editing his Fathers journal.

Francis Hawker Wilson

The third son — left for England with his Father. He joined his Uncle (his
Mothers brother) and cousins at Lanhuron in Pau, France. Hawker married a
young lrish widow Georgina Barry who had children of her own. They settled
in Algeriaand had two children a girl and boy. His descendantslive in France.
George Alfred Wilson

Had a distinguished career in the Army eventually retiring as a Maor
Genera. He too went to England to his Grandmother. He married in 1869,
and served in Afghanistan. Died at St Helier 21 January 1889 on exactly the
same day as his Aunt Maria Kemp who died twelve thousand miles away in
Kerikeri. He and his wife had six children. Three were born in India

Refer ences:
Max Armstrong. “My Hand W1 Write What My Heart Dictates”

Celebrating Christmas

Bishop Katene Te Manawa o te Wheke from Rotorua,
(insert) assisted by Reverend Hati Kurangi, conducted
the service a The EIms Chapel on Christmas day.

A congregation of approximately 50 attended the service.
Photo Neil Goodwin
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Guiding Pictorial Report

Visitors to The Elms arrive in style

Visitors from the cruise
ship Sun Princess visited
The Elms on January"7
They arrived in a fleet of
Rolls Royces! In the top
photo, fifth from left is
Jocelyn Hicks, Director
of Guiding.

Right: Opportunity for
dressing up! Guides from
left to right, Brian Davies,
Judith Keys, June Vallyon,
Susan  Andersen  and
Warwick Kingston-Smith
were photographed in
relation to an article about
The Elms Christmas
decorations that appeared
in the Weekend Sun on

Friday December 19.
Photos Neil Goodwin



