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An ongoing fascination for exploring the characters 
of the Mission Station in Tauranga,  led Diana  
Masters to research and write the story of the  
courtship of Celia Brown and John Kinder on the 
occasion of the 150th anniversary of their marriage. 
The result was a short but very descriptive and     
informative play, which was first presented at the 
Kinder House in Auckland and then recently, at The 
Elms Chapel during the Garden Arts Festival. Diana 
graced the play in Tauranga with her presence and 

was delighted with the performance, in which all the actors were dressed in 
period costumes and actually acted their roles. Congratulations to Jean Davis 
who directed the play so impressively.  

We  had the unexpected pleasure of receiving a contribution to the newsletter 
from Steve Maina a missionary from Kenya, who visited The Elms recently. 
Steve is the National Director/General Secretary NZCMS permanently        
residing in Christchurch. He talks of the  challenges of moving to New      
Zealand, which he describes as the ends of  the world , to follow his call. 
There have been other missionaries visiting the Mission House from time to 
time, such as those Judith Keys writes about (p. 14) and they all seem to be 
entranced and  fascinated by  the legacy of  Archdeacon Brown .  
Paul O Brien sent us another of his delightful articles written in his  inimitable 
and  amusing style, entitled The Mission Street Gang. Don t you wish you had 
been there! Actually gangs those days  sound much more fun than their      
contemporary equivalents.  
Joanne Knowles in her article Exhibiting with Style in the Context of History  
explores deeper than just the correct way of exhibiting heritage items. She 
points out the significance of clothes in the development and structure of     
human societies with particular reference to women and their behaviour 
within the society. Much as we admire the dressing style of women 150 years 
ago and feel nostalgic about times bygone, we have moved on, I am sure, for 
the better. There is a second part to Jo-Anne s article to follow.  

Put on your dancing shoes! The long awaited quadrilles workshop is on (p.21)  

I thank sincerely all the contributors who sent us all those interesting items 
published in this issue. 
Until we meet again, take care  
Kate Goodwin, Editor. 

Editorial 
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Chairpersons Report             

                  

The new year of a new decade is well under way and, no doubt, much will 
take place at the Elms during this and subsequent years.  
It is a wonderful place to be involved with: It has a magic and a magnetism all 
of its own.   

By the time you receive this newsletter the Garden Art weekend will already 
have been held, it is always a great event. 
The annual TWILIGHT CONCERT is organised for Sunday the 
21st February 6 - 8 pm  (28th is the rain-check), featuring the ever popular 
"OFF BROADWAY" group. Further details are in this edition. 
A Friends' membership card will entitle you to a $5 reduction in the entrance 
fee: $10 instead of $15 
Please find enclosed your membership form for the current year. 
This year's sponsors for the concert are: LEGACY FUNERAL and EVES  
REALTY, whose interest in The Elms and their tangible support is very much 
appreciated.    

THANK YOU   

 Best wishes to one and all for a very good  2010 
                               

Barbara Steele   
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A 150th Wedding Anniversary 
By Kate Goodwin 

On December 15 1859, Marianne Cecilia Brown, only daughter of Archdeacon 
A. N. Brown, married Rev. John Kinder at the Church of the Mission Station, 
Tauranga. Officiating was Rev. Thomas Chapman. 
Brown entered a concise note in his journals: 
Celia's Marriage

 

15th Dec. 1859 (Thursday) 
70 native friends 
including 16 native teachers 
parted of a pearl 
others present

 

Chapmans on 9th Dec.

   

A short play entitled "Parted of a Pearl" by Diana Masters was presented at 
Kinder House to celebrate 150 years since the marriage. 
This play, by permission, was re-enacted at The Elms Chapel on Sunday Jan. 
31st during the  Garden Arts @ The Elms  
Here are a few excerpts from the play, others from C.W.  Vennell's book Brown 
and The Elms and from the article: 'Small Treasure: Celia Brown's Sampler' by 
Vivien Caughley*.  

Who was at the wedding? What did 
the bride wear? Were Mrs Kinder, 
Fanny and Charlotte there?  
These are few remarks from the 
play but the questions      remain   
unanswered.  
In fact there was very little that I 
could find in the way of literature 
dedicated to Celia in sources such as 
the Dictionary of New Zealand     
Biography or The Book of New   
Zealand Women. Celia merely 
comes up in connection with some 
one else, usually John Kinder, often 
with some quotation from her letters 
or journals.  I did find a couple of 
specialized articles such as the one 
by Vivien Caughley and another one 
by Diana Masters**  
.  

   Celia Brown (1837 - 1928)  The Elms Archives                                     Continued overleaf.                                                                                      
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A 150th Wedding Anniversary,  continued   
The following excerpts are from the chapter Celia Brown of  C.W. Vennel's 
book Brown and The Elms: 
"If ever a girl born in New Zealand in pre-colonial days was destined to grow 
up against a background of bloodshed and no little personal danger it was 
Marianne Celia Brown. Celia spent most of her childhood on a frontier of   
savagery which only the patient endeavour of her father, and men like him    
finally penetrated " 
Celia was born on 25 April 1837 at Pahia, Bay of Islands after her parents had 
been driven from Matamata by warring tribes, "the year in which an eighteen-
year-old girl named Victoria ascended the throne of England "  
In Vennel's book, there is some lengthy description of Celia's (her parents 
called her "Toto") childhood through family's tragedies, sicknesses and wars. 
Celia was evidently a very talented youngster and she began to make herself 
useful when she was old enough her mother wrote 'Celia is . very busy in 
the pudding department'. When Charlotte Brown died in 1855, Celia, "then a 
vivacious young woman of 18, found herself mistress of the Mission House, 
attending to her father's needs and entertaining his guests ." 
There were a number of suitors appearing at an early stage in Celia's life,  such 
as Thomas C. Williams, 4th son of the Rev. Henry Williams and James Burtt a 
man of standing in the business            
community of Auckland, all of whom her     
father firmly discouraged. He reluctantly 
agreed to Celia's marriage to John Kinder 
(1819-1903) the year when Brown himself 
proposed to Christina Johnston whom he 
married the following year, 1860.  

" And so Celia passes out of the Story of 
The Elms to become chatelaine of what is 
known today as 'Kinder House' one of the 
historic show places of Auckland  

After Kinder's death in 1903 Celia    
continued to live there, surrounded by her 
friends and acting as hostess to church 
dignitaries, visiting naval officers,          
intellectuals, writers . In the later years 
of her widowhood, Celia has been said to 
have been almost an exact replica of 
Queen Victoria whom she outlived by 
twenty five years .

 

                                                          
Continued overleaf 

Celia (Mrs John  Kinder) later in life 
The Elms Archives 
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A 150th Wedding Anniversary,  continued    

Vivien Caughley who wrote about Celia's sampler in Sampler & Antique     
Needlework Quarterly, gives the following characterization of young Celia:  

" She was a first generation Pakeha New Zealander, influenced by both     
English and Maori cultural values. She was at Paihia almost accidentally to be 
baptised by Marsden and to witness the sacking of Kororareka. She knew the 
transience of life at an early age  Celia's remarkable life is celebrated at The 
Elms, Tauranga and Kinder House, Parnell ." 

 

References 
*Parted of a Pearl; short play by Diana  Masters. 
Brown and The Elms C.W. Vennell; printed by Publicity Printing United, Tauranga 
Small Treasure: Celia Brown's Sampler ; article by Vivien Caughley, Sampler & Antique 
Quarterly, Summer issue  2009. (American publication). 
** A Very Singular Lady,  by Diana Masters, The Third Annual Kinder Lecture, Kinder 
House     Society 2000.                      


