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  Editorial     

The Christmas and New Year Holidays were  a 
quiet time at The Elms Mission House . Sporadic  
visitors  enjoyed  a  serene  stroll  in  the   gardens 
which looked green and lush as a result of  the 
heavy rains we  recently experienced.  
But all that has already changed: The season is in 
full swing with the big boats sending busses full of 
tourists  to The Elms;   the   school   children will 
be re-starting their educational  visits quite soon. 
The first event of the year, the Garden Arts Festival 

is  on  this coming  weekend   (28th and 29th  of January)  and  being  its  10th  

anniversary, it can be  expected to be a special one. With all this and more 
happening, there will be plenty in the next issue s Guiding Report which we 
do not have in this, the January 2007 newsletter.  
Despite the general tendency to relax and take it easy during the holidays, 
our contributors have enthusiastically dipped their quills into the historical 
past and have written a variety of interesting and colourful articles. It was an 
unexpected pleasure to receive an informative contribution from John    
Webster of Takapuna. John works as a supervisor at the Ewelme Cottage, 
Parnell and his interest in The Elms will become  evident  on reading his   
article. He  writes  that  Ewelme  is  mentioned  in  the  recent  biography  of  
J.C.Beaglehole  but is erroneously placed in Tauranga. The error, however, 
has been acknowledged.  

A letter to the Editor generated a quiz:   
Who was Cuthbert Raymond Lockyer? Please write to the Editor if you have 
the answer.  

The Twilight Concert is scheduled for Sunday, the 18th of February  with rain 
check February 25th. Off Broadway return with popular music from the 
shows. The Friends Committee is working very hard to organise this event  
which has become a Tauranga musical highlight.  

Happy New Year to all our readers,  

Kate Goodwin 
Editor  
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18 57 Ch u r c h Co n s t it u t io n Cel ebr a t ed 
By J. Webster     

150 years ago this year Rev. Brown participated in the conference, held in 
Auckland, that established the constitution for the Church of the Province of 
New Zealand.  

To celebrate this occasion a series of events will be held during June.       
Tentative planning suggests lectures and an exhibition will be held and that 
these will take place at the Cathedral, the nearby Selwyn Library and          
St Stephen s Chapel Judges Bay, where the signing took place in June 1857. 
The altar s front edge bears a carved inscription denoting that it was there 
the deed was signed. Already a preparatory lecture has been delivered to a 
couple of Parnell heritage groups.   

Rev. Brown was one of 10 clergy and seven laity summoned by Bishop  
G.A. Selwyn to formulate a binding agreement.  

Selwyn had been concerned from the early 1840 s, to bring about the            
establishment of a constitution for the Church of England in New Zealand to 
allow its operation to proceed smoothly without constant referral to         
England. There had been delays in replies on referred matters and a         
perceived misunderstanding of New Zealand conditions. On numerous     
occasions Selwyn had sought the opinions and expressions of interest from 
as many clergy as he could visit as well as taking the opportunity to consult 
with those in Australia and England when he happened to be visiting.   

The conference, which ran from May to June 1857, was therefore a          
fulfilment of a long standing consideration and not a sudden radical          
departure. An important aspect of the document, and its acceptance was the 
separation of State from the Church and vice versa. This is the one of the 
reasons New Zealand does not have a State Church as is still the case in       
England.    

                                                                                               Continued overleaf 
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1857 Church Constitution Celebrated  continued                

Rev. Brown would have been familiar with St Stephen s Chapel, not only as a 
place of worship but also for the fact that his first wife Charlotte, who died in 
1855, is buried in the surrounding graveyard. (Not in Tauranga as is a       
common belief!). Her headstone survives within metres of the building. It can 
only be assumed that their only daughter Marianne Celia would have visited 
the grave during her time of living in Parnell as the wife of the Rev. John 
Kinder. 

Photos by John Webster. Sketch by John Webster removing the overgrowth around the 
Headstone.                                                               
                                                                                                 Continued overleaf 
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1857 Church Constitution Celebrated,  continued  

Besides Selwyn and Brown the other clergy involved with the Parnell meeting 
were Bishop Harper of Christchurch, Henry Williams and his brother William 
Williams; Octavius Hadfield, Charles Abraham; G.A. Kissling; and James 
Wilson. The Laity were Frederick Whitaker; Henry Tancred; William     
Swainson; J.M. Haultain; R. Prendergast; Thomas Hirst and Edward Stafford.      

References:  
Curteis, G.H., Bishop Selwyn of New Zealand and of Lichfield, 1889 
Hall, Noeline, I have planted: A biography of Alfred Nesbit Brown, 1981 
Ross, Cathy, Women with a mission, 2006 
Haseldene, Ross, Evolution of...Church Constitution (MA Thesis, 1936) 
Unknown Journalist, Article on Constitution: New Zealand Herald, June 1957   

Footnote: Friends who wish to read more about Charlotte Brown should turn to a new 
book  which was  published in October last year. It is entitled:  Women with a Mission;  
Rediscovering Missionary Wives in Early New Zealand by Cathy Ross, published by    
Penguin ($39.99). Ross profiles the lives of four women, the first chapter being devoted to 
Charlotte Brown (née Arnett). The three other missionary wives are Anne Wilson,      
Elisabeth Colenso and Catherine Hadfield. The book is illustrated.                       

                                                        Charlotte Brown                                                          
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The Chinese Military Coat                                        
in The Elms Collection 

By Jo-Anne Knowles   

During the cataloguing of the house an object I would not have expected to 
find at The Elms, was discovered in the bathroom.  The artefact, a Chinese 
coat, was stacked under a heavy load of Pacific Island and Maori wooden 
weaponry.  It held a fascination for me right from the start, as I wondered how 
this wonderful item from far-away China, had ended up at The Elms.  

The coat is a Chinese military jacket.  It is the shape of a capital T, with long 
deep sleeves and is collarless with a round neck. The coat is made from a 
heavy dark blue hemp or cotton fabric with a red design appliquéd onto it and 
is completely hand sewn.  It opens down the centre front and closes with cord 
frogs.  Halfway down the centre front is a brown circle of cotton fabric with 
Chinese writing on it.  

The Victoria and Albert Museum, in London, has a similar coat in its           
collection.  Their coat is provenanced to the Army of the Huai River, an army 
formed by the imperial government to fight the Taiping Rebels in the middle 
decades of the 19th century.  These armies continued to exist after the fall of 
the Taiping capital, Nanjing, to Imperial forces in 1864.  The army adopted 
western-stye uniforms from the mid-1890's.  

The coat was recorded in Duff Maxwell s Receipt Book as being donated by a 
Colonel Eustace in 1969 and was accompanied by an account its history.  The 
account was not with the coat and did not turn up until I was working my way 
through the final piece of furniture in the library, the map drawer.  It was an 
exciting find for me. 
It is likely the account was in the library as the Chinese coat was always      
displayed in the library in Duff's time. It was only taken down when the library 
was restored in the late 1990s. 
The account reads as follows:  

My Father had a farm at Maunu, near Whangarei, in 1906 when he came to 
New Zealand, and had gone to China in 1870.  He had fought with the    
Shanghai Volunteers when the Boxers a secret Chinese society rose to           
exterminate the missionaries and all foreign residents.  Although denied by the 
Chinese Government, these murderers were instigated and supported by the 
Dowager Empress of China and her Chinese ministers.  

                                                                                   Continued overleaf 
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The Chinese Military Coat  continues   

This uniform, which was taken from one of the murderers of missionaries, has 
a round badge.  The Chinese writing on the badge was translated by a     
Chinaman in Tauranga. 

It reads:  Imperial Chinese Army 

 

Regiment and Regimental number.

 

Which proves the wearer was employed and paid by the old Dowager        
Empress, who had a bad record for poisoning her relatives and double     
crossing the foreigners.

  

The coat and typed account are recorded as being donated with a poster.  The 
poster is a reproduction of a poster put up all over China by the boxers, and 
instructs the mob on how to murder a missionary and burn bibles.               
Unfortunately this poster has not been found yet; hopefully it will turn up as 
the cataloguing continues.  
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The Front Gates of The Elms 
By Jo-Anne Knowles  

Many of you will have noticed the appearance of terracotta red wooden 
gates on the north-eastern corner of The Elms property.  The gates are made 
to the same design as earlier front gates, which have been reproduced       
several times over the years. 
The gates were built, erected and painted by members of the Woodcrafters 
Club, Alan Martin, Ivan Watchorn, Milan Bacica, and Ralph Harding.  They 
were installed on the 12th of December 2006, and recreate an important part 
of Te Papa Mission Station. 
In the early days of European settlement, with few roads and travel through 
the interior difficult, visitors and supplies arrived by sea, and would have  
entered Te Papa through these gates.  

There is a copy of a wash drawing in a black frame, hanging in the office 
that illustrates this orientation of the Mission House.  The sketch is titled:  
"Papa - Tauranga, the Venerable Archdeacon Brown's Place - March 1848".  
The drawing shows the Te Papa headland from the harbour, with a group of 
women and two canoes in the foreground and the Mission House up on the 
hill in the background.  Brown built the original front gates in 1838, and a 
Norfolk Island pine was planted on each side of the gates. The  pines        
became known as the Archdeacon s Sentinels, and were a local landmark 
until one was felled in 2005.                        

                     Papa -Tauranga, the Venerable Archdeacon Browns 
                       Place-  March 1848   
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                                          The New Gates 

   Photo Neil Goodwin 

   Photo Jo-Anne Knowles 
            Woodcrafters from left to right: Alan Martin, Ivan Watchorn,   
            Milan  Bacica  and  Ralph Harding  posing  in  front  of  the  
            finished gates. 


