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Editorial

There has been frenetic activity at The EIms during
the summer months (see Guiding Report, page 16).
In addition to the increased number of visitors, there
were severa social events staged, including the
10" Garden Arts Festival, the 5" Twilight Concert
and the 1% Recital in the Chapel with Devonshire
Tea on the lawn (hopefully there will be repeats of
that delightful happening!). Those occasions not
only increased the number of visitors but aso
promoted awareness and projected the image of
The Elms as an accessible and bustling place akin to the way it would have
been during the colonia era. The dressing up of guides in period costumes
has helped to enhance the atmosphere as was confirmed by many
enthusiastic comments. The future will be even busier; the number of cruise
boats is to increase next summer by at least 50% and the season extend
from November to May. The guides will need all the help they can get for
their recruitment drive.

The Meeting of Cultures exhibition allowed a glimpse of a few of the
treasures housed in The Elms that are usualy out of sight, only surfacing
briefly to be catalogued or undergo some very specialized preservation
procedure and then quickly re-interred. Wouldn't it be wonderful to have a
visitors’ centre cum exhibition area adjacent to The Elms, to display such
treasures at least periodically? Duff Maxwell said : “Tauranga does not need
amuseum, it has The EIms”. The problems of storage and display of these
fabul ous assets needs to be urgently addressed.

A number of very interesting articles has appeared again in the pages of this
issue. There is a merry-go-round of names: people who had been connected
with the Browns and the Mission House materialize playing their role in
other scenarios. In a biography of John Kinder' names such as Bishop
Selwyn, Sir William Martin, Wiremu Tamihana all suddenly appear on stage
in Auckland. Others simply went away to a distant resting place like those in
the article of John Webster. They all had such fascinating lives. | would
love to have someone write an article on Wiremu Tamihana for a future
issue. What an incredible man! And what was the story behind his nickname
“the kingmaker?

Until we meet again, best wishesto all our readers
Kate Goodwin

1. See article The Kinder Painting, page 6



Chair person’s Report

The first part of 2007 has been quite active for us in one
way and another.

During the annual Garden Art weekend in January, which
Jinty Rorke and her committee so ably organised, some of

SN The Friends' committee members ran the book stall and/or
“J |assisted onthe gate.

: o Onee again the Twilight Concert was well attended with
over 1, OOO patrons enjoying the beauty of the grounds at The Elms while
being entertained by the "Off Broadway" group on February 18th. Holding
the concert on the north facing lawn was an improvement and we appreci ated
the fact that "Off Broadway" erected a wind break to help protect the concert
goers. Even though the stage was higher than in the past, it needs to be more
elevated so that everybody can see the artists. We will ook to rectify this next
year.

For the past three years we had borrowed the bases of the road signs from the
17th Avenue Compass Village and were most appreciative for their generosity
in this matter, but this year they required the signs to advertise one of their
own events so Paul O'Brien and Russell Standish arranged to have our own
signs constructed and painted. They worked out very well and will be
available from now on, which will be very convenient for us.

When Hilary Revfeim (pianist) contacted me with the date for a musical hour
in The Chapel using the EIms' Allen piano our last newdletter had already
gone to the printers so | apologise for that event not appearing in Kate's last
edition. Most of our members were phoned but there were many "no replies’.
Hilary, along with Tom Oates (bass baritone) presented an interesting and
enjoyable programme which included music by Byrd, Scarlatti, Daguin,
Handel, Clementi, Mozart and Schubert. Devonshire tea was served on the
lawn outside the Chapel following the recital, by our committee. This took
place on March 18th, 2 - 4 pm.

The John Kinder painting entitled "Te Papa’ was formally presented to
The Elms Foundation on March 26th, at the opening of “A Meeting of
Cultures” exhibition. We are pleased that The EImsis now in possession of its
first John Kinder original.

We have a great pleasure welcoming a new member, guide Shirley Clarke, on
to the Friends of The EIms committee.

Members, do you use your Membership Card to give you and your visiting
family and friends free access to The Mission House?

Yours sincerely, Barbara Steele.
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The Kinder Painting : Te Papa Tauranga 1858

B s o |

S

A long saga surrounds the purchase, cleaning, framing, experts’ consultation
on storing and maintenance of this painting until its final donation by the
Friends of The Elms to The Elms Foundation at the opening of the “Meeting
of Cultures” exhibition on March 26, 2007.

John Kinder, every bit as complex a man himself, was born in London on
17 September 1819, the second child of Fanny and merchant Thomas Kinder.
The family enjoyed affluence, living in a fine house on Portland Place near
Regent’s Park.. Decline of the business followed, however, and John at an
early age found himself responsible for helping his mother bring up his
brother and 5 sisters. It seems that at this difficult time John found solace in
nature, painting and ecclesiastical architecture. He went to Trinity College,
Cambridge to study mathematics, not Greek and Latin classics as he had
hoped. Given the opportunity, he travelled globally and painted profusely.
He was an enthusiastic member of the Cambridge Camden Society visiting
churches and contributing to the Society’s journal The Ecclesiologist. On 4
July 1856 John Kinder set sail for New Zealand on the Joseph Fletcher having
been appointed to the position of headmaster at the Church of England
Grammar School by Bishop Selwyn. He lived in the master’s house in
Parnell, now known as the Kinder House from 1857 to 1872. Supported by the
chief Justice Sir William Martin, Kinder was appointed to the post of the
Master of St John’s College in 18609.

Kinder was a guest of Rev. Brown when he visited Tauranga during
Christmas 1857 and that is when he first met his future wife Celia Brown.
They married 15 December 1859 , Rev. Thomas Chapman officiating. They
lived a happy life together till his death in 1903. As he requested, he was
buried next to his mother Funny in the churchyard of St John’s College
chapel.

.Fr?)?n the book JOHN KINDER’SNEW ZEALAND by Ron Brownson.

With Contributions from Peter Shaw, Michael Dunn and Roger Blackley.
Publishers: Random House NZ, 2004.



CharlotteBrown 1795 -1855.
By Dorothy Gibbs

issionary wives are barely mentioned in Church Missionary
Society records and archives but, fortunately for us, Charlotte
Brown (nee Arnett) who was the wife of Alfred from 1829 till
her death in 1855, was a prolific writer of letters, diaries and
journals.
We are also fortunate that Dr Cathy Ross who worked for NZCMS, chose to
study Charlotte's life and work in her PhD thesis "Women With A
Mission". Thisthesis, published by Penguin last year, was mentioned in our
last newdletter and is the basis of this article. It is recommended reading for
everyone interested in The EIms as it is about four missionary wives, two of
whom featured in the history of the Te Papa Mission station.
Little has been written of Charlotte's early life but we know that with her
piety and superior education, she was considered by the Church Missionary
Society to be a very suitable wife for one of its missionaries. Unlike most of
her contemporaries, however, she was married at the 'late’ age of 34 and to
someone all of eight years younger than she was.
We know that she did not waver in her religious zeal or her commitment to
live and serve in aland far away from her family and friends whom she never
saw again in her often intensely lonely and isolated life. To compensate for
the isolation, she wrote to family, friends, supporters and children and her
letters were eagerly awaited and much appreciated. However, they took a
long time to reach their destination as, for example, it was eight months after
Charlotte's son, Marsh, was born, that her mother received the news of his
birth.
Jane Williams, wife of the missionary, William Williams, wrote - "Many
thanks | owe to you, Charlotte, for your kind letters which have had a
cheering effect during my widowhood. It was something like having an old
friend to spend the evening with me." These women had felt free to share
their innermost thoughts and fears for their safety during the long absences of
their husbands. They had written letters of welcome to one another, letters
outlining aspects of their daily routine, their irritation with the CMS and the
endless meetings which took their husbands away from home. Charlotte
received many letters, especially from other missionary wives who valued her
friendship, insights and advice.

Continued overleaf



Charlotte Brown, continued

Charlotte and Alfred arrived in the Bay of Islandsin late 1829 and they spent
nearly six years teaching there. Alfred taught the sons of missionaries and
Charlotte taught their daughters. However, she suffered from ongoing,
crippling headaches so other missionaries took over from the Browns at the
European school. Charlotte resumed working there after a stillbirth in 1830
and the birth of Marshin 1831.

While in the Bay of Islands, Alfred and Charlotte learned about Maori and
their language and in May,1835, they arrived in Matamata to begin work with
them. Straightaway, Charlotte started a school for Maori girls, teaching
infants in the morning and more than fifty girls in the afternoon. She did this
without help for fifteen weeks until poor health forced her to give up some of
that work.

This was a time of wars and revenge attacks but when a local chief advised
the missionaries to leave, Charlotte was as reluctant as Alfred to go. She
knew that schools were places where they could teach not only English
middle class values and civilisation but aso literacy which enabled Maori to
read the Bible. The Browns left Matamata to go over the Kaimais to what
they thought was a safer area, ie Te Papa, but soon had to take refuge in the
Bay of Islands until 1838. Their daughter, Celia, was born up there in 1837.
In Jan 1838, they returned to Te Papa where Charlotte spent the last 17 years
of her life and Alfred was there for 46 years.

An oil panting of Marianne
Cecilia Brown (1837-1928). She
was baptized by Samuel Marsden
and married John Kinder.

A N Brown collection.

(photo and caption fro the book
“Women with a Mission”)

Continued overleaf



Charlotte Brown, continued

It was Charlotte's unshakeable faith in God that sustained her through al her
difficult timesin New Zealand, none more testing than the last sixteen painful
months of Marsh's life before he died of a streptococcal infection at the age of
14. Her faith was aso challenged when, in Alfred's many absences, she was
keeper of the homestead and manager of the mission station. She learnt to be
strong when Alfred was away for long periods negotiating peace settlements
between tribes and we know of this strength from the many letters she wrote
to him.

In 1843 Alfred was appointed the first
Archdeacon of Tauranga, a position
which brought even more
responsibility and travel to him and as
many challenges to Charlotte left at
home, dealing with recalcitrant
workmen and managing the
household with little money
avallable, just two of them. She
coped with the aftermath of the fire
that delayed the completion of their
new home by 20 months, giving
moral support to Cavanagh, the
carpenter, whose carelessness had
caused it, encouraging him to stay on
and finish the work.

She was Alfred's secretary in his

absencec’l deaI(Ijngak_Wlttf; _hIS A pen sketch of Alfred Marsh Brown
COrrespondence and making DUSINESS| 1g31.1845). A N Brown collection. From

decisions which arose fromiit. the book “Women with a Mission”.

One of the more pleasurable challenges of Charlotte's missionary life was
that of running an open home and welcoming many others into their family
circle. The Brown family was a small one for that era as Charlotte was in her
early forties by the time Celia was born. However, soon after the Browns
arrived at Te Papa, Anne Wilson (wife of the CMS catechist, John Wilson)
died and after nursing her through the last painful stages of her illness,
Charlotte looked after the two youngest of her four sons.

Continued overleaf
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Charlotte Brown, continued

She was Alfred's secretary in his absence, dealing with his correspondence
and making business decisions which arose from it.

One of the more pleasurable challenges of Charlotte's missionary life was
that of running an open home and welcoming many others into their family
circle. The Brown family was a small one for that era as Charlotte was in
her early forties by the time Celia was born. However, soon after the
Browns arrived at Te Papa, Anne Wilson (wife of the CMS catechist, John
Wilson) died and after nursing her through the last painful stages of her
ilIness, Charlotte looked after the two youngest of her four sons.

Bibliography:

Women with a Mission: Rediscovering Missionary wivesin Early New Zealand by Cathy
Ross published by Penguin, 2006.

54 Waomen with a Mission

A group of Maori pupils in front of the bakehouse at The Elms, Tauranga.
A N Brown Collection

Photo from the Book “Women with a mission”
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A Resting Place
By John Webster

St Stephen’s Chapel, Judge’s Bay, Parnell, Auckland, and its surrounding
graveyard were mentioned in the previous newsletter in an article on the 1857
Church Constitution.

As well as being the last resting place of Charlotte Brown, first wife of Rev.
Brown, it is also the site of at least three other people with association to
Brown and The EIms.

Dorcas Sophia Smith (née Baker), was the daughter of Rev. Charles Baker
and his first wife Sophia. When he left England in 1827 he placed her in the
care of her maternal grandparents. However, Dorcas did travel to New
Zedland in 1836, to join her father and stepmother. For some reason she did
not live with them; instead, she became the ward of Rev. Brown and lived at
Tauranga. (Noeline Hall in her biography of Brown supplies the story
correctly). She married Thomas Herbert Smith who had arrived in Wellington
in 1842. For atime in his career he was at Maketu and Rotorua becoming a
Judge of the Native Land Court in 1865.

Dorcas died 31 July 1875 aged 51, and is buried with her husband at
Stephen’s. Nearby is the grave of their son Charles, who died in 1865 aged
only 13 months. Smith himself died in 1907.

The Rev. Thomas Grace and his wife Agnes, rest at the Te Papa Cemetery,
Tauranga, however two of their children are at St Stephen’s. Agnes Livina
Grace, known as Lilly, died in June 1854 at the age of two. A little distance
away is the grave of her sister Bessie who passed on in April 1866 aged
nineteen.

The small cemetery is the resting place of many of our early settlers and is
well worth avisit when in Auckland. The tranquillity of the areaisin marked
contrast to that of the noise and bustle of the city which is close by but almost
hidden from view by the headland of Campbell’s Point rising up beside the

bay.
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The Journeys of Lady Martin
By Russell Standish

The recent exhibition ‘A Meeting of Cultures’ held at The
T Hotel on Devonport raised the question in many visitors’
# j minds. who was the Lady Martin who had visited the

Browns at the Te Papa Mission Station in its early days?

Mary Ann Parker, born in London 5 July 1817, was the

daughter of an Anglican clergyman. Mary developed an
interest in missionary work in the Pacific so when she
married a barrister, William Martin, who had recently been appointed chief
justice in far off New Zealand, she now found she had the chance to
experience the reality of developing Christianity. Her husband shared her
religious fervour which was just a well as Mary shared no interest in his legal
activities.

Within four days of their wedding William Martin sailed for New
Zealand to take up his appointment and it wasto be eight months before Mary
followed him in the sailing ship ‘Tomatin’. On board were a group of
clergymen bound for the antipodes, including Bishop Selwyn. Mary Martin
finaly arrived at Auckland from Sydney on board the ‘Bristolian’ and joined
her husband at their home at Taurarua (Judges Bay).

Mary never enjoyed good health and as a semi-invalid suffered some
immobility. Asaresult a number of house servants were employed to help care
for the large number of visiting missionary and clergymen visitors. A frequent
visitor from Waimate North was Bishop Selwyn with his wife, family and
maids. Selwyn would often leave them to stay with the Martins whilst he
was visiting the Pacific Islands or more far flung regions of New Zealand.

Mary Martin displayed a warm and caring personality and often
contributed assistance to many new settlers in this strange new land. Being
childless and still not interested in her husband’s burden of legal work, Mary
helped with the establishment of a hospital and dispensary for medicines for
the Maori people. She aso became very sympathetic for their well-being and
education. To aid her interest she supported the Anglican efforts to establish
training schools to educate young Maori preachers and assistants, a more
acceptable system to help with the conversion of the Maori to Christianity.

To further this work she made a number of trips around the north of the
North Island these being to Waimate North during 1844, Tauranga 1846 and
the Waikato in 1852.

The journey to Taurangatook place during the spring. The party led by
Bishop Selwyn left by the cutter ‘Flying Fish’ for Thames and disembarking
there travelled by canoe up the Waihau River as far as practical. From there
on, the group travelled on foot across country to the coast.

Continued overl eaf
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Lady Martin, continued.

Being unable to tramp or ride by horse back Mary Martin needed to be
carried in a litter borne by Maori porters. She described the process as
follows: “The native litter was very light. It consisted of two thin, elastic
poles tied at each end, with a light network of flax in the middle and bits of
wood across for head and foot rest; a pillow and a cloak completed the
arrangement; the bearers changed every three minutes, and wore pads on
their shoulders. They had proposed to tie me in, but | indignantly declined,
till 1 found myself apparently standing nearly upright in the air, with afall of
100 feet below me, and my hands too cold to be able to hold onto the poles;
when | was obliged meekly to request them to make me safe, they strapped a
long rope of flax across my waist and feet, and | felt as safe as an Indian
papoose in its bark cradle. We had a glorious view from the top of the hill;
the river lay like a silver thread below, and far away in the distance rose the
snow- capped peak of Tongariro; we could not but picture to ourselves what
the stir and hum of life will be in years to come, in this well-watered plain,
now lying solitary and waste”.

Archdeacon Brown met the party on the coast and escorted them to the
Mission Station where, Mary Martin, ill from the rigors of the journey spent
aweek recovering in bed at the raupo cottage. She was impressed with the
attention she received from Charlotte Brown’s house maids. She aso noted
that: “the windows of the bedroom were overhung with roses and that one
hardy shoot had worked its way in and hung down in the room”. Three
weeks were spent at the Te Papa Mission Station where Mary gained
first-hand information of many experiences from the Christian converts and
of the hardships they had suffered earlier in life. Back in Auckland, after
following the same route home, Mary Martin continued her work until her
husband, becoming ill in 1856, forced ther return to England where he
resigned his position as New Zealand’s chief justice. Returning to Auckland
three years later they continued working to improve the education of the
Maori people and it was in 1860 that William Martin was knighted for his
endeavours. The Martins retired to England in 1874 where Sir William
Martin died at Torquay, Devon, November 1880. His wife Lady Mary
Martin died January, 1884 and her book relating her experiences ‘Our

Maoris’ was published posthumously in 1884.

Footnote.  When visiting The Elms Mission House with my parents in 1984 Duff
Maxwell showed us the briar rose Mary Martin described, growing near the stone
commemorative cairn. As my parents were keen rose growers, Duff gave my father a
cutting that thrived in their garden in the Taranaki. During recent gardening endeavours
at the Elmsthis briar rose seems to have now disappeared.

Russell Standish.

References: M A Martin. Our Maoris, London, 1884.
Raewyn Dalziel, Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, 2006.
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Letters to the Editor

John Webster of Takapunawrote on 26 January 2007:

Dear Dr Editor

| have just picked up the latest ‘EIms’ newsdletter. It turned out well, particularly
the photos...

However good that was, | think the dreaded machine struck problems as the
listing of references was wrong. The first three lines are correct, however the
“Haseldene, Ross” is wrong - it seems that 2 lines have melded together!
| include here the list as submitted! It will be “nice” if this were corrected in the
next issue. | really want the listing of Joan Herdmans thesis as, at the time of
writing the article, | didnt know of it, and had only just been given it by her
executors , so | felt it was a tribute in a way to a remarkable woman. As |
understand it, from a church historian, Joan viewed documents in 1936 and
wrote about them then, which have since seemly disappeared.

| reproduce the References for article 1857 Church Constitution Celebrated
(January 2007 issue, page 5) here, with my profuse apologies for the mistake:

Curteis, G.H., Bishop Selwyn of New Zealand and of Lichfield, 1889.

Hall, Noeline, | have planted: A Biography of Alfred Nesbit Brown, 1981.
Ross, Cathy, Women with a Mission, 2006.

Haseldene , John, (article) Church Gazette for the Diocese of Auckland,
January 1940.

Herdman, Joan, Evolution of... Church Constitution. (MA Thesis, 1936).
Unknown Journalist, Article on Constitution: New Zealand Herald, June 1957.

John Webster continues his letter to the Editor on another topic:

Recently going through a selection of colour slides taken in the 19605 | came
across those | took at the opening of the EIm’s chapel and a few others - | must
think of sending, or bringing them down, for archival purposes. | wonder if other
members have similar record of events and should be thinking of placing themin
a central archive, either at the EIms or with the Tauranga Library under Jinty
Rorke? Perhaps a plea in the Newsletter may be appropriate?

John Webster

Dear John, Jinty Rorke was contacted and has suggested that the slides should
preferably be archived a The EIms. Please contact Jo-Anne Knowles,
Collections Officer at The EIms, Tel 07 5779772,

Ed.
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Letters to the Editor continued

The answer to the question: “who was Cuthbert Raymond Lockyer” came from
JulieM Green, of 39 Moffat Road, Bethlehem. She wrote:

Dear Kate

We are avid readers of the great articles in the Friends of The EIms newsdletter.
Asagirl | lived there with my grandparents, the Maxwells, and we love to visit
often now and tell our children of their heritage.

Cuthbert Raymond Lockyer and his second wife ‘Wki~ were part of that
childhood as occasionally they would visit. They had a lot of items stored in the
2nd attic room and the grandfather clock belonged to ‘Ray’. | was always told
it was about 400 years old.

My mother tells me that the connection was with Granny, (Gertrude Maxwell).
She and Ray’s 1% wife Mabel, were cousins and the Lockyers lived in Pacific
Ave, Mount Maunganui in the early 19505 (Ray sold 3-wheeler cars).

Ray s widow, Wki, donated the clock to The EImsin memory of him.

N.B. The items stored upstairs were uplifted by them some time prior to this.

Yours Sncerely,
Julie M Green.

Dear Julie

| thank you so much for answering the question about Cuthbert Raymond and
look forward to more reminiscences from you on life at The Elms at that
particular period.

Ed.

| sent an email to John Webster as regards the title of his article on St
Stephen’s chapel cemetery (see page 11). His reply, | am sure, will amuse our
readers:

The title you suggest is OK - its better that the one frequently given of such
sites— “God s Acre by the sea” — or “God s Little Acre”.. Josiah Firth rests in
his grave here and is one of the few to record, before his death that he had
already marked his resting place for himself and his wife “because the view
from the hilltop overlooking Judges Bay and the inner harbour was in those
days so exquisite. It was peace and beauty in perfect combination.” Somehow |
dont think you should worry about the view when you re gone.

Ed.
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The Elms Guiding Report

The summer season has been alively one for the guides. The
Festival of Creative Garden Art in January brought many
visitors to the House and Library so guides were kept busy
with these tours. It was great to see so much local interest in
what The Elms hasto offer.

We have had a series of visits from cruise ships, especially
Ithe Sapphire Princess which has been to Tauranga eight
times this summer. Some days we have had up to six coaches bringing visitors
to The Elms.

A very gpeciad morning in January brought overseas visitors from the
American Horticultural Society. These people were very knowledgeable and
were keenly interested in the trees and gardens. Their President kindly left us a
souvenir paperweight which is sitting on the table in the office. Also on 28"
February we had over 200 people from a very small ship, the Slver Shadow.
Our thanks go to Barbara Steele and Suzanne Franklin Gard’ner for helping to
sell books and postcards that morning. It proved very successful. Often local
tour operators and self guided visitors come during these cruise ship visits as
well, so The EImsisavery lively place on such busy days.

We have also had several special interest groups from as far away as Auckland
during the last 3 months. It is good to see the interest in The EIms growing and
people becoming more aware of the national importance of the Te Papa
Mission Station. | am sure Dr Joy Drayton’s exhibition has heightened this
awareness even further.

Many schools have aso taken the opportunity to come to The Elms over the
summer so al the guides have been very active covering the wide variety of
different tour groups.

Both Kevin Hamm and | attend the regular Tourism Bay of Plenty meetings so
we keep in touch with other tour operators in the Bay and help to keep The
Elms well publicised. Our last meeting was at the new Sebel Trinity Wharf
hotel which is one of our near neighbours. Their manager expressed great
interest in The EIms so we hope some of their guests come to visit us.

Over the last year we have had several new guides train to help keep our
numbers well over fifty. | plan to continue this over the winter so we have a
steady flow of guidesto call on for rosters.

Sadly, two of our guides have died recently. Many of you will remember Edna
Sinclair who lived across the road in Mission Street. Edna would often help
out at short notice and kept akey to help us out when we forgot to get one!
Also, Audrey Knight passed away very suddenly but peacefully at home.
Audrey loved helping at The Elms and being part of the guiding team.

We will miss her too.

Jocelyn Hicks, Director of Guiding.







