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  Editorial     

I have really enjoyed the Profiles section of the       
newsletter. There is such a diversity of interests and 
achievements from people who freely give their time in 
this organization. Jim Coster s profile in this edition  
makes good   reading so much so that I didn t have the 
heart to cut it down to the customary length of one page! 

Early 2008 has seen several changes in the governance. Three new Trustees 
have been appointed, Jim Coster, Paul Adams and Jeff Major. Edith Turner 
the accountant has become a member of the Board of Directors; Meanwhile 
Kevin Hamn has resigned from his position of Director and Secretary of the 
Board.  The latter post has been filled by Dr Rachel Dermody. Rachel is well 
known to The Elms and is Regional Archaeologist for the New Zealand      
Historic Places Trust. 
There is a wealth of interesting material again in this issue of the newsletter; 
Kevin Hamn has written an article on a topic that produced a lot of ripples in 
the New Zealand Mission world of the 1830s. 
Jo-Anne Knowles article The Textile Collection is fascinating in every       
respect. Never before has there been such a wide appreciation of the        
enormity and uniqueness of the Collection. The article also makes          
transparent  Jo-Anne s unsung efforts, her dexterity and painstaking            
approach  of going through it all, cataloguing it, working on modern methods 
of its preservation, photographing items, lecturing and writing articles for us 
in the  newsletter so that we all become privy of the existence of these    
treasures. Wouldn t it be wonderful at some stage in the  not so distant future  
if we could acquire a place to display these  treasures and save them the grim 
fortune of being for ever buried in storage. 
The Herald has been contributed by Russell Standish. Russell s historian 
pursuits have been vented in writing; I understand  that his  recently          
published book Pioneer Traders in Taranaki is proving very popular and 
selling fast. 
There is more good news! Your newsletter is soon to be available on The 
Elms Website, which is being totally updated. On the new site there will be a 
lot more information and pictures with specific sections for weddings,            
education, guiding and the Friends.  Pat Scapens book will also be available 
as an E-book. 
Have a good Winter and good reading 
Kate Goodwin, Editor. 
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Chair per so n s Repo r t               

We can indeed be thankful that the weather was kind for both the                
Garden Art committee for their most successful weekend in January and for 
the "Friends' " Twilight Concert in February.    
Although numbers were down for the Concert this year it was a varied and   
delightful programme that "Vocal Edge" presented which was enjoyed by 
all.   It was a shame that the concert date clashed with the Air Show but one of 
our committee has been able to check on future Air Show dates so we plan to 
avoid that happening again. 
Our committee have a few things in the pipeline which will be reported on in 
the future.   Until then members, do have a good year.   

THANKYOU to those of you who have renewed your membership and a big 
WELCOME to new members.   

I conclude by thanking committee members and others who assisted with the 
concert and other projects so willingly and so ably.   

Until next time, sincerely,  
Barbara Steele.        
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Mrs Brown, New Zealand 

By Kevin Hamn   

Among the many and varied collections at The Elms is the collection of        
letters, documents and ephemera dating back to and before the establishment 
of the Te Papa Mission Station, later to become The Elms.  These letters       
include the copious correspondence of Alfred Brown as head of the Te Papa 
Mission Station as well as his and Charlotte s letters as a courting couple in 
London and of course their many letters home during their long years as     
missionary man and wife.  The collected correspondence of course gives us 
today a good look at life on a mission station with its hard work, dedication 
and utter commitment, to say nothing of its dangers, as the fatal infection    
suffered by Marsh Brown following an accident will testify. From the         
historical and religious viewpoint, the collection contains hand written      
documents in Maori both to and from Brown and other missionaries and       
indicates both the facility in which most missionaries learnt the local language 
and the willingness of Maori to learn to read and write both in their own      
language and English.  Most visitors are surprised to read displayed in the     
library, the challenge to the British troops lucidly written in English by Henare 
Wiremu Taratoa.   

One of the letters that I was fortunate enough to examine was a letter            
addressed very simply, Mrs Brown, New Zealand !  Like many letters of the 
time, there is no envelope but the letter is folded into itself in the manner of 
the time with signs that it had been sealed with wax.  Also, in the manner of 
the times, there is crosshatch writing which enabled the correspondent to get 
much more on without recourse to extra sheets of precious paper.  Finally, 
there is no stamp on the letter.  It is dated 1838 and of course the penny post 
was not introduced until 1840 with the two penny international post several 
years later.  Obviously, despite the brevity of the address, the letter reached its 
intended recipient.  

As well as the interestingly brief address, the contents of the letter are worth 
our scrutiny as it involves a scandal, which was very seldom talked or written 
about at the time, and is therefore little known today. 
Briefly, the issue concerned William Yate who was an ordained missionary.  
Unlike most evangelical missionaries, Yate was something of a gentleman in 
that he was more worldly and cultured than many of his colleagues.  He       
declined preferments that were traditionally reserved for the sons of gentlemen 
in his native England to take up the missionary  calling.              
                                                                                                   Continued overleaf                                                                                        
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Mrs Brown, New Zealand, continued   

He was extremely hard working and was very fluent in Maori.  On his way to 
the Bay of Islands in 1828, Yate collected a printing press in Sydney which 
was set up in Kerikeri.  Thus he had the accolade of  producing the very first 
printed work in New Zealand,  a catechism in Maori of which there are only 
one or two now extant. 
Alas, it was a false dawn as far as printing in New Zealand is concerned.     
The quality of the     printing was poor since Yate only had a young boy to 
help him. Until the  arrival of William Colenso in 1836, printing was carried 
out in   Sydney and William Yate made trips to NSW to  supervise the work. 
During William Yate s period in New  Zealand from 1828 to 1835 he found 
time to write a book,      An Account of New Zealand and   of the Formation 
and Progress of the Church Missionary Society s Mission in  Northern          
Island , to give the book its full title.  
Mr Yate returned to England in 1835 to 
see his book through the press. 
Whilst there his book proved a best seller 
because of the  heightened interest 
in New Zealand by the public at large 
and a  second edition was put out in the 
same year.  At the same time William 
Yate had the honour of an audience with 
King William IV       at his sumptuous     
pavilion at Brighton.  Yate was               
injudicious enough             to recommend to the 
King the way that the Christian religion in both Australia and New Zealand 
should be organised and that, according to Yate, the king agreed.  In any event 
Yate had already made himself unpopular with the New Zealand CMS mission 
firstly, for having the temerity of writing what they saw as a travel book and 
secondly, they disagreed strongly with Yate s description of the Maori. Yate 
was also to come up against the religious establishment in Sydney for his 
strong views on religious education.  

Another preferment was proffered and again declined as Yate was anxious to 
again take up the reins of his missionary work.  

In 1836 William Yate returned to Sydney in the Prince Regent, Captain       
Aitken, with the intention of carrying on to New Zealand. It was after being in 
Sydney for several weeks during which he was acting vicar of the  fashionable                                                   
                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                  Continued overleaf 
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Mrs Brown, New Zealand, continued   

parish of St James following the death of Samuel Marsden s old friend, the 
Rev. Richard Hill that the bombshell dropped.  A month into the temporary 
job, Yate was charged by the Bishop of Sydney, Rev Broughton with gross  
immorality.   

The first mate of the Prince Regent, John Morris, had written an affidavit     
accusing Yate of lewd acts on the voyage out to Sydney.  Yate strongly      
denied the charge.  It is worthy of note that accompanying Yate to New South 
Wales was his sister.  Also on the voyage was the Rev Richard Taylor, his wife 
and young children.  On arrival at Sydney, the passengers had been so          
delighted with Captain Aitken s conduct throughout the voyage that they     
presented him with an illuminated address, signed by the passengers, including 
William Yate.  

Word was immediately sent to Pahia regarding Yate s apparent misconduct and 
it was not long before further evidence surfaced including interference with 
Maori boys, the figure of over one hundred said to be involved.   Since        
sodomy was, in those days a capital offence, the crown prosecutor in Sydney 
became involved.  New Zealand managed to send over four affidavits taken 
from so called complainants.  The crown prosecutor did not think that the 
statements would hold up with the result that Yate was not formally charged 
and the case quietly dropped.  Nevertheless, Samuel Marsden, although in ill 
health, made his last trip to New Zealand in an endeavour to gather evidence 
regarding William Yate s activities during his residence.   Marsden s success in 
unearthing a whole litany of misdeeds was truly amazing; but all of these were 
rumours.  They were nothing more but nevertheless convinced him of his old 
friend s guilt.  When Samuel Marsden returned to Sydney, William Yate was 
dismissed from the mission service.  

The missionaries in the Bay of Islands, wanting to expunge all connection 
with William Yate, burnt all of his property and shot his horse.  

We now come back to the letter addressed to Mrs Brown, New Zealand.  It is a 
single sheet of foolscap folded as previously described.  The sheet has printed 
on it in facsimile an account by William Yate of the accusations against him 
and is an attempt to clear his name.   
                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                    Continued overleaf  
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Mrs Brown, New Zealand, continued  

Included is a copy of a signed and witnessed retraction from William Morris, 
the original accuser and copies of letters from Captain Aitken of the Prince 
Regent and a fellow missionary, William White.  The sender, a Mrs Eliza 
Watchell has written on the blank part of the sheet and after the usual       
pleasantries asks Charlotte Brown to assist in repairing the injustice done to 
William Yate.  There is no record as to Charlotte s views in the matter or those 
of Rev Brown.  Given the extreme abhorrence shown to Yate following the 
accusations, it is a surprise that the letter survived and was not destroyed. 
The final outcome as far as William Yate is concerned is that he was never  
reinstated into the missionary service but continued on as a minister of        
religion.  In the late 1840 s an old colleague from Sydney met him at Dover 
where he was vicar of a mariner s church.  

Note:  I have obtained details for this short article from Marsden and the Missions by  
Eric Ramsden,  AH & AW Reed, Dunedin 1936.  Also my own copy of , An Account of 
New Zealand by William Yate,  Seely and Burnside, London 1835 and of course the letter 
itself.  

Kevin Hamm.        

                                                                                               
                                                                                                     

                                                     
                                                                                                                    

        Forthcoming Event   

Dr Kirstine Moffat is returning to The 
Elms in October for a concert/recital    
entitled:  
     Sounds of the Colonial Parlour  

The proposed event which will be held at 
The Elms Chapel on a Sunday afternoon (on either the 12th or the 
18th of October) will be interspersed with musical illustrations; 
this will include music that was popular in the colonial era. 
Kirstine will be  performing on the authentic Allen piano.  
The recital will be followed by  Devonshire Tea. 
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The Textile Collection at The Elms 
By Jo-Anne Knowles  

The cataloguing of the textiles that are part of the collection of artefacts       
belonging to The Elms has now been completed.  The project started on the 
10th of October 2006, and was completed on the 7th of December 2007, with a 
total of 2500 items.  From a social historian s point of view, the collection has 
immense historical value, as we know who owned the large majority of items 
in the collection.  Also the textiles are part of a larger collection of items that 
belonged to the Maxwell women, and all remain associated with the place 
where they were used and worn by their owners.  This makes the collection a 
wonderful resource.  This is the complete story, and it is backed up by a vast 
resource of archival material, personal letters, journals and ephemera relating 
to the Browns and Maxwells.  It doesn t get better than that. 
There are items in the collection with a provenance to Charlotte Brown,    
Christina Brown, Reverend Alfred Brown, Reverend Andrew Maxwell, and 
Euphemia, Edith and Alice Maxwell.  It is difficult, of course, to assign every 
item to its owner; however, many have a proven provenance, either by having 
the owner s name written on them, or being recorded as belonging to that   
person.  A large proportion of the collection appears to relate to Euphemia 
Maxwell and Christina Brown, and the bulk of the collection is from the mid 
19th century.  However there are items from as early as 1801 through to the 
early 1900 s.  This was the era when the Arts and Crafts Movement sought to 
restore craftsmanship and led to a new appreciation of the decorative arts 
throughout Europe.  Home crafts were part of the craft philosophy and as men 
were given instruction on metal or woodwork, style magazines and pattern 
books fostered women s crafts of sewing and textile design.   
We can create a picture of the tastes and needlework skills of Christina and 
Euphemia from items provenanced to them in the collection.  Both were      
accomplished needlewomen sewing to a level of skill rarely found today.  The 
tiny delicate stitches and the amount of detail in some of the garments these 
two women wore are astounding.  A large number of textile working tools, and 
embroidery patterns are found in the collection, giving a wonderful picture of 
the crafts Christina Brown and the Maxwell women did.  The level of skill  
Euphemia was working at is highlighted by a certificate in the collection from 
the International Melbourne Exhibition of 1880-1881.  The certificate awards 
Mrs. Maxwell the fourth order of merit for her Splash Work Curtains .  There 
are several examples of Euphemia s splash work in the collection, and          
examples  of her patchwork and appliqué work that are in themselves            
extensive collections of Victorian fabrics.  
                                                                                          Continued overleaf 
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The Textile Collection at The Elms, continued 
                                    
Christina was an avid embroiderer, and there is a superb collection of Berlin 
work patterns with her name written on them and some of the Berlin work 
slippers that were so popular in the 1850 s.  Edith was a fabric painter, and  
examples of her delicate work remain, while Alice carved wood, with a large 
number of wood carving patterns in the collection, and furniture and picture 
frames carved by her in the house.      
The collection contains over 225 pieces of lace of all sorts, from tiny sample 
lengths of edging lace to large lace shawls.  There are over 85 collars many of 
which are lace or edged with lace, and then there is the lace included in       
garments and household linen.  There are two lace looms used to create     
bobbin lace, and some unfinished examples of tape lace, which demonstrate 
the construction techniques used to create this time consuming and delicate 
material. 
The clothing in the collection includes, underwear, nightwear, outerwear, and 
clothing accessories such as; stockings, gloves, caps, bonnets, hats, purses, 
parasols and fans.  There are also 46 shawls and stoles made of a variety of 
gorgeous fabrics, silk damasks, paisley shawls, and lace to name a few.  There 
are approximately 17 gowns, 41 skirts, 37 bodices and 33 jackets, with many 
complete outfits as evidenced by: The Treasures of The Elms exhibition in 
2002. 
As well as the women s clothing there are some items of men s clothing in the 
collection.  Rev. Brown s surplice is one of the better-known examples,     
however, there are also ecclesiastical garments belonging to Rev. Andrew 
Maxwell, who was Euphemia s husband.  Andrew died in Kilmore in 1865, 
leaving Euphemia with four children to raise on her own.  There is a full 
length ecclesiastical gown, provenanced to him, with a full flared body and 
long full angel sleeves that suggests sermons preached on the fear of God, 
hellfire and damnation.   One of my favourite pieces of ecclesiastical clothing 
is a double-breasted knee length vest.  It is made of black broadcloth and 
completely hand sewn, plain and undecorated, a simple utility garment.  
Brown can be seen wearing a similar garment in photos.  It would be         
wonderful to carry out some research on the ecclesiastical garments in the   
collection, as so little work has been done on the clothing of the early         
missionaries in New Zealand.   
There is also a large amount of household linen in the collection, from doilies, 
and tablecloths through to bed linen and mantle drapes.  There are many plain 
cotton pieces numbered and marked: A.N.B , that may have been part of a 
consignment of linen supplied to Brown by the Church Missionary Society.  

                                                                                              Continued overleaf  
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The Textile Collection at The Elms, continued                 

The size of the collection makes it very difficult to talk about individual pieces 
in any depth, as there are so many, and all with  different stories.  I hope to 
pick out some of these wonderful and unique pieces and focus on them in            
upcoming newsletters.  Working with the collection was an absolute privilege 
and a pleasure as the  volunteers who assisted me in this work, Susan           
Andersen, Judy  Armstrong, Lyndsay Bluck, and Adele George, will I am sure 
agree.  Thank you to you all for your help. 
Jo-Anne Knowles  
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Euphemia Maxwell At The Art Gallery 
Euphemia Maxwell s oil painting by Kate Sperrey,  recently displayed at 
Tauranga s Art Gallery was  the central point in Jo-Anne Knowles              
article  The Care of Artefacts is About the Preservation of History in the 
February issue of The Friends of The Elms newsletter. 
Apologies for  having the wrong picture (that of Edith Maxwell)                
accompanying Jo-Anne s article. Ed. 

Photos Neil Goodwin 
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Th e  Her a l d

 
By Russell Standish    

On the 24 June 1826, with white sails set, the Church Missionary Society 
Schooner Herald under the command of missionary Henry Williams, sailed 
into the harbour at Tauranga. The ship soon found a safe anchorage under the 
shadow of Mount Maunganui.  This was the first recorded sailing ship to   
enter the harbour.  Next morning the Herald was surrounded by canoes full 
of curious local Maori, anxious to learn the purpose of the visit. 
The missionary s quest in this case was not to seek converts but to obtain 
much needed supplies of  food  -  potatoes and pork.   Fortunately they found 
the inhabitants of this harbour, in the aptly named Bay of Plenty, were keen 
to trade and soon their hold was full of their requirements.  With the        
completion of successful trading the Herald set sail on its return voyage to 
its home port of Pahia in the Bay of Islands.  Before its departure, however, 
the local Maori people requested that the Herald return with missionaries to 
live amongst them.  
Henry Williams had arrived as a missionary for the Church Missionary      
Society with his wife Marianne at Paihia in 1823.  Here they found the      
affairs of the Society were far from successful with no conversions to   
Christianity being accomplished and the Maori not willing to trade their 
goods for food but preferred to deal with the whalers and traders at         
Korakorareka in return for rum and muskets.  The Society refused to supply 
similar goods, this being against theirs religious principles. 
Being almost reduced to starvation the Missionary Society s only   recourse 
was to build their own ship and to purchase provisions from across the      
Tasman at Port Jackson.  
Samuel Marsden leader of the missionary Society at Port Jackson approved   
the building of a schooner and instructed a William Hall to draw plans. Hall 
resisted the instruction at first as he considered the proposed schooner an  
extravagance. 
Work on the construction of the ship finally began at Paihia 31 August 1824 
from timber cut from the bush at Kawakawa.  Logs were rafted down river 
and then to Paihia where they were pit-sawn to the required size. Timber was 
also salvaged from the Brampton , a ship wrecked nearby.     

                                                                                                                  Continued overleaf 
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The Her al d , continued  

Henry Williams had joined the British navy as a 14 year old lad and retired 
from the service at the conclusion of the American War of Independence, ten 
years later, as a lieutenant. With his naval experience Williams supervised the 
building of the ship constructed by unskilled men.  Conflicts often broke out 
between the ship s builders and the local inquisitive Maori who rummaged 
through the European s tool chests examining the strange new tools. William 
often had to intervene especially on one occasion when one of the missionaries 
received a cut to his leg from a Maori tomahawk. Williams was always able to 
restore a   peaceful relationship by demanding apologies from both parties.    
Finally the Herald was launched on January 26 1826 and her first voyage,   
under Henry Williams command, was across the Tasman Sea to Port Jackson 
(Sydney), to fetch supplies and also to meet his brother William and his wife 
Jane.  They also joined the missionary settlement at Paihia.   
After several voyages across the Tasman and around the New Zealand coastline 
the Herald was wrecked at the Hokianga Heads May 1828. Henry Williams 
was not on board at the time.   
Russell Standish  

References: Dictionary New Zealand Biography Vol. One  - Henry Williams  
Tauranga Historical Society Journal No 50      - The Mission Vessel Herald

                  

   The Launching of the Herald at Paihia 24 January 1826 
    Based on a sketch by Mrs Henry Williams  
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Letters to the Editor

   
Kia ora, Kate  

Margaret Ethelwyn Reeves, 23/9/23 - 23/4/08  

Many of your readers will have heard with great sadness that Margaret, a true 
friend of The Elms, passed away recently after a very short illness. 
A large crowd gathered at The Mount on Mon 28th April to farewell her and to 
share memories of a charming, hospitable and hardworking lady who endeared 
herself to us all with her zest for life and for people and places. 
Amongst her many interests was her passion for New Zealand History and this 
was reflected in her love of The Elms and her joy in sharing its story with    
visitors. 
Her autobiographical details in a recent bulletin* were typical of her modesty 
as they made light of her huge contribution to local and national committees 
over the years.  She was always a 'contributor' and never a 'passenger', using 
her considerable organising skills, honed in her days of early motherhood 
when, after having two daughters she produced triplets and found herself     
coping with five children under four years. 
I have lost a very dear friend and at times like this, one of my favourite        
quotations - from Tennyson's 'Ulysses', comes to mind: 
"How dull it is to pause, to make an end, to rust unburnished, not to shine in 
use." 
Even though Margaret called herself "Bionic Woman'' after two hip               
replacements and heart surgery, there were no signs of rust and with her flair 
for fashion and joie de vivre, she most certainly 'shone in  use'. 
We shall miss her very much.  

Dorothy Gibbs,  
friend and fellow-guide.   

* Please see:  Profiles - Margaret Reeves

 

   Friends of The Elms Newsletter, August 2007         
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The Elms Guiding Report   

The summer has flown by very quickly with over 3000 
cruise ship  visitors coming to  The Elms. A very big thank 
you goes to all the guides who helped so willingly and made 
the tours a great success. These tours continue   to operate in 
conjunction with Kiwi 360 so  consequently they need to 
keep to a very strict schedule to make sure  each venue has a 

reasonable share  of the time allocated for this half  day tour.  
Many tours to Rotorua and beyond are up to eight hours so we   
help to provide an experience which gives tourists time to do things   
for themselves for the rest of the day. Guides have become very   
experienced at conducting a 40 minute tour around The Elms and it is   
fantastic to see the rapport which builds up with visitors in this   
short time. 
We certainly meet some very interesting people. In March we had two   
coach loads of Spanish speaking visitors from the Dominican Republic.   
This was a challenge as none of us speak fluent Spanish. However with   
the help of Jinty Rorke and Audrey King we had our brochures   
translated into Spanish. This was very much appreciated by the tour   
company and the visitors. It is becoming increasingly important that we have 
some pamphlets in a wide variety of languages for the next season. 
It was also most encouraging to have a donation from the curator of   
the Greenwich Museum who said he had spent most of his life                    
conserving  things and wanted to congratulate us for what we are doing at 
The  Elms. When we get such positive feedback it really makes the guides feel 
that all their efforts are very worthwhile.  
Since the cruise ship season finished in early April we have had   
several other local tour groups visit but as winter approaches it will   
no doubt be quieter. 
I have now started training some new guides for the next summer   
season. It is important we keep our numbers up to about sixty so we   
can provide four guides for each coach that visits. This enables us to   
have smaller groups in the House and Library. 
If you know anyone who would be interested to join our guiding team   
please let me know as soon as possible. My home phone is 5480 110 
Sadly I have just heard that one of our guides Margaret Reeves has   
passed away very suddenly. Margaret had been a guide for several years   
and was always very cheerful and willing to help whenever she could.   
She was always very enthusiastic about The Elms and will be sadly   
missed. Our condolences go to her family. 
Jocelyn Hicks, Director of Training 
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Profiles 

 
Allen (Jim) Coster  OBE 

Elms Foundation Trustee           

Allen was born at Mangapiko, Te Awamutu in 1933.The maternal side of his 
family had settled the Waipa valley towards the end of 1800 s so he is a 4th  
generation New Zealander. His paternal great great grandfather Nathaniel   
Allen Coster was ordained Deacon into holy orders for the Colonies , a  
similar time and career to that of Alfred Nesbit Brown. This grandparent   
married Amelia Peniston of Bermuda. Her family had been there since the 
early 1600 s. This makes Allen a 10th    generation Colonial.  
His family came to Tauranga in 1940. He was educated at Tauranga Primary 
School (Claudia Jarman was his first teacher there); then Tauranga College 
and New Plymouth Boys High School. 
In 1954 Allen s parents bought their farm at lower Kaimai; the Mataiwhetu 
block. There are two Pa on the farm and Cowan makes mention of the        
Mataiwhetu  kainga in his Tales of the Maori Bush . (Matai-whetu = gaze at 
the stars). He married Robyn Davison in 1958 and they have 4 children: Allen 
who farms the Kaimai property, Johanne  -Upper Hutt- LLB, Paul whose farm 
is in the King Country and David in the poultry trade in Ireland.  
They have 11 grand children. 
The farm at Kaimai recently qualified for the Balance Farm Environment 
Award for the Bay of Plenty. Allen s parents were keen tree planters, a         
tradition that continues. Many of these trees have achieved a lovely maturity. 
Allen has served on a variety of local organizations, School Committee,      
Settlers Committee, Hall Committee, Social Committee and Federated     
Farmers. He was one of the principal advocates for the preservation of the 
bush on the Kaimai Range - now the Kaimai Mamaku Forest Park of some   
40 000 hectares. He served on the Environmental Council, a high powered 
body which advised Government on environmental matters, for over 5 years.  
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                  Continued overleaf  
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Allen (Jim) Coster, continued    

Allen was commissioned an officer in the Territorial Force of the  NZ   Army 
in 1952 with the 1st Armoured Regiment (Waikato) and subsequently         
commanded a Squadron of Armour. He transferred to the 1st battalion, the 
Hauraki Regiment in 1963. He commanded C Company and later was          
appointed Commanding Officer. Subsequent appointments were GS01 
(Operations) at HQ Field Force Command, Deputy Commander 1st Infantry 
Brigade Group as Colonel. He was later appointed Honorary Colonel of the 
Haurakis.                                                                          
Other service connections are Bay of Plenty Officers Club (President     
1989 / 90 and Life Member 2002), the Hauraki Association (Patron) and the 
Garrison Club.  

He is a member of the Rotary Club of Tauranga (President 1999 / 2000) and a 
Pall Harris Fellow. He represents farming interests on the Smart Growth  
Stakeholders Committee. He has served on the Tauranga Benefit  Review 
Committee  (Ministry of Social Development) since 1995. He was Campaign 
Chairman for Robert Anderson, MP for Kaimai three times and for Murray 
McLean, MP for Coromandel. 
Allen is an Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (OBE) 
1974 and has the postnominals  Esq., OBE, ED, JP. 
He has fond memories of The Elms. He recalls Miss Alice Maxwell rebuking 
a child who put her hand on the grand piano during a school visit and dear old 
Duff s account to UK visitors of Te Waharoa s attack on the Arawa at Maketu 
and the subsequent heating of the stones .  
He is grateful for the opportunity to be of service to The Elms. 
                                              

Only three  of the   garden seats  
remain unsold. There are also 
four benches. These can be 
owned for a donation to The 
Elms for a minimum of $800 
per seat or S400 per bench 
which includes a name plaque. 
Please phone: 
Neil Goodwin, 579 9903 or 
Paul O Brien, 576 9911 
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Gar den in g Co r n er    
A pictorial progress report on work accomplished or  in progress in the      
Gardens and outbuildings. Photos by Neil Goodwin.     

Arranged on a garden 
seat are the new tree 
signs.  
Eleven more trees have         
r e c e i v e d t h e s e             
identification labels.     

Jason the plumber         
su p er v i s i n g t h e            
construction of a new 
connection from the toilet 
block to the sewage     
system.      

The citrus orchard has 
had an extensive pruning  
and a new bed of          
perennials has been 
planted by the north 
fence. A variety of Spring 
bulbs including bluebells, 
daffodils,  freesias and  
lachenalia have been 
pl anted at vari ous          
locations and a bed of   
tulips will be  going in 
front of the House soon.                                    
                                                                                                   Continued overleaf 


