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Late last year, Lyn Harpham became a honorary life- 
long member of the Tauranga Historical Society. In Julie 
and John Green s article Our Auntie Lyn you can read 
Lyn s involvement in Tauranga s artistic activities and get 
a glimpse into the social and economic structure of life  in 
Tauranga of the mid 20th century.     

In The Spirit of Place Jo-Anne Knowles  dwells on the 
past when, touching on to the planned forthcoming restoration of  the Coach 
House, she explores the Spirit of The Elms through the years of its  evolution. 
Jo-Anne has this amazing ability not only to transfer herself  into the past 
through working with old objects, artefacts  and relics but also draw          
comparisons with things as they were, as they are and as they should be. One 
imagines Jo-Anne as she carefully handles objects in the Mission House, to 
slowly imagine herself holding Aladdin's Lamp  ready to explore the magic of 
places  both in content and in spirit.  
Still in the Past and Olde England, Kevin Hamn once again throws the cat 
among the pigeons, bringing up the controversy of Francis Bacon being the  
real author of the writings attributed to William Shakespeare. I wonder if to 
the fans of Shakespeare's plays the true identity of the  author would make 
much difference?. Would any of our readers like to take a stand on this?     
Controversy apart, Kevin s article Mr Brown s Books ,  is,  like his lecture,  
of great interest.  
Meet Our Youngest Guide on page 13 and be inspired by her enthusiasm  
and dedication  

To here and now, the latest updating at The Elms is the installation of       
sprinklers. A considerable thought has gone into designing  an appropriate  
system which will be as discrete as possible. Of course there is no such thing 
as period design of a sprinkler system , the only fire protection those days   
when frequent fires destroyed the Chapel and other structures, were buckets of 
water!  

Are there ghosts at The Elms? (!). A recent visitor claimed that he could           
photograph ghosts wandering about the place after dark. With such an       
irresistible challenge,  arrangements were made to  allow him to enter the 
Mission House under supervision with his camera to catch its wonderful   
spirits,  and perhaps those in the cellar under the library (old soldiers?) who 
were using the  tunnel that supposedly  connected the cellar with the Redoubt.  
But the photographer, a  ghost himself, never showed up! 
Until we meet again,  
Kate Goodwin, Editor 

Editorial 
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Comments from the Chair  

As 2009 is the 10th anniversary of the formation of The Elms Foundation one 
cannot help but reflect upon what has been achieved during the past decade.  
So much has been done. 
That leads one to thinking about the families who lived on the property for the 
160+ years prior to 1999 and all that they achieved. Our thoughts are very 
much with the Brown and Maxwell families who spent all those  decades 
building up and tending the property, and the interaction that they nurtured  
between The Elms and the surrounding communities. 
The Victorian Afternoon held 22nd March was a time to celebrate the 10th   
anniversary . It was also an opportunity to thank all who have contributed so 
much in so many ways over the past decade. 
The Tauranga Brass Band played a well chosen repertoire of music which 
added that extra little touch to an enjoyable afternoon spent in beautiful       
surroundings on a glorious day. The Devonshire Tea was delicious and oh so 
beautifully served! Many people who attended made an effort to dress for the          
occasion and Kate has photos to prove this point. 
Thanks are given to the Weatherman for delivering superb weather for the 
highly successful Garden Art weekend held in January and for the Twilight 
Concert held 15th February when the "Vocal Edge" group once again            
delighted the audience with their programme. Thank you Vocal Edge. 
I thank everyone who assisted with the above events. 
In closing may I congratulate and thank Jocelyn and the wonderful group of 
Guides who have coped so well with a hectic cruise ship season.  

Sincerely,  Barbara Steele.  

                

Donovan Bell 
Donovan, who was a guide for about seven years, died on 4 April. He          
particularly liked taking the school groups who came to The Elms as he had 
been a teacher at Otumoetai College. We thank him for his contribution to 
guiding. 
Brian Davies   

We are sad to have lost a long term guide and "Friend" of The Elms                  
-Donovan Bell - and we extend our sympathy to his widow Shirley and to 
their family.   Donovan and Shirley attended the Victorian afternoon ideally 
dressed for the occasion and it was lovely to see them there.   Donovan will be 
missed.  We give thanks for his involvement with The Elms over the years.  
Barbara Steele 
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Th e Spir it o f Pl ac e o f Th e El ms 

By Jo-Anne Knowles   

In February this year a large number of slides discovered in the Volkner     
Cottage were catalogued.  The slides appear to be from the 1960 s through to 
the early 1980 s.  There were a number of the Mission House and Library, 
both inside and out, some of these with Duff Maxwell in them.  Working with 
this collection caused me to think about how much the feel of The Elms has 
changed since that time.  The slides showed a much loved family home and 
estate, a little run down and shabby, cluttered with family treasures and       
precious keepsakes of a time gone past.  Duff Maxwell is recorded in Brown 
and The Elms as saying: From the day I entered these gates as life tenant I 
have felt my first duty to be to carry on in the footsteps of my aunt and to   
preserve this place as a whole, not merely its material objects but its spiritual 
content as well; not for any particular generation but for all generations to 
come.  Alice Maxwell was convinced that the Mission House would best be 
preserved as a private family home.  In Brown and The Elms , she is quoted 
as saying: If the place ceased to be that the very heart would go out of it .     

                                                                                                                 

                  

       1946.  Alice Maxwell seated in the  
                dining  room. 
                                                                                                                 Continued Overleaf                        

As time has passed, precious      
objects and the buildings         
themselves, have become more 
fragile, and the pressure of        
continued habitation and everyday 
use would have put a huge strain 
on both.  Everyday wear and tear 
on artefacts, whose age meant that 
they were becoming extremely 
fragile, would undoubtedly have 
resulted in the loss of many of 
them, through no fault of the     
family.  The cost of maintaining 
the buildings and preserving the 
collections has become an        
enormous financial burden for one 
family to carry. 
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The Spir it o f pl ac e o f The El ms, continued  

The changes that have come about as The Elms has passed into the care of The 
Elms Foundation have changed the feel of the place.  The family have rightly 
removed many of their family treasures, as they are their heirlooms and of 
great personal significance to them.  The Elms Foundation has sought to tidy 
up as part of the ongoing task of protecting the place, removing much of the 
clutter.  The Elms has become a public space, with the gardens now having a 
park-like feel, rather than the rambling cottage garden that the slides of Duff s 
era revealed.   

The Mission House C. 1960 s with gardens overflowing with Hollyhocks  

In this image of the Mission House, the garden is full of Hollyhocks.  The 
book Brown and The Elms, records that the Hollyhocks; growing at random 
about the place, of a wide range of colours and up to 16 feet high , had come 
from seed obtained by Mr. Turner who lived in the cottage at The Elms in the 
early 1930 s with his wife.  The Turners did part time work to help out Alice 
Maxwell, and had recently arrived from England.  Mr. Turner had there been 
employed on Lord Bledisloe s estate, and had a friend who worked at       
Buckingham Palace, who told him of the fine Hollyhocks there.  Seed was    
requested and duly arrived at The Elms, and the flowers grew for years after 
this, seeding themselves down year after year. 
                                                                                               
                                                                                                                    Continued overleaf 
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The Spir it o f pl ac e o f The El ms, continued  

The national importance of the story of Reverend Brown and Te Papa Mission 
Station has been a strong influence on the interpretation of the house and       
library today, particularly on the dining room and library.   However we must 
remember that of Archdeacon Brown s 47 years lived at Tauranga, 37 were 
lived in the Mission House, but it was the Maxwell s family home for a        
hundred years.  The sacrifice that the family made to preserve the buildings and 
their contents, and to open The Elms to the public, is a huge part of the story of 
The Elms.   
The National Trust in the United Kingdom owns and cares for approximately 
200 houses, holding one of the largest and most important accumulations in the 
care of a single organisation in the world, from the most important works of art, 
to humble household articles.  One of the guiding principles of The National 
Trust is that the spirit of a place , should be maintained.  If a property s owners 
were scrupulously tidy, then the house is kept and displayed to the public in 
that way.  If however the house was acquired by the Trust when it had become 
decidedly down-at-heel, it is considered important to present this aspect of the 
history of the house, however great the temptation to tidy things up.  For      
example at Calke Abbey, where nothing seems to have been thrown away and 
room after room contains objects piled on the floor or stacked on top of each 
other, an important aspect of the current presentation of the house is respect for 
this particular spirit of place (Quote from The National Trust Manual of 
Housekeeping).  

                            

      Duff  Maxwell seated in the library at The Elms  

                                                                                                     Continued overleaf                                                                              
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The Spir it o f pl ac e o f The El ms, continued  

The Stables are one building at The Elms that are still full of clutter, of objects 
collected  by  Duff   for  his  proposed  museum,  items  removed  from     other                                                                                                                               
buildings that came from earlier periods of habitation, and ordinary everyday 
tools and materials that would have been found in any bloke s shed of Duff s 
era. The building and its contents are a wonderful record of Duff Maxwell, 
with the walls and ceiling lined for the honey packing side of his Eutoca Honey 
business, and many items remaining relating to this activity. 
As we plan the interpretation of the stables, let us be mindful of the                
information held in this wonderful collection of items, and of the story that 
they tell.   As we seek to carry on the work of the Maxwell family, our focus 
should be to strive  at all times to  preserve the  integrity of The Elms,  and 
where possible to let it speak for itself. 
Jo-Anne Knowles  

      Euph emia s Po r t r a it Res t o r ed t o it s Fo r mer Gl o r y                            

Euphemia Mazxwell s  portrait was displayed at the Art Gallery early in 2008 with its frame 
in a dilapidated state. Both frame and painting have undergone  specialist s restoration 
thanks to tireless efforts of Jo-Anne Knowles. In the photo above, proud Jo-Anne and     
Russell Standish are  showing  off the brilliant outcome of restoration.  
Photo: Neil Goodwin 
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Mr Brown's Books 
By Kevin Hamn  

At this year s Garden Art @ The Elms, I gave a talk illustrated by slides on the 
Mission Library forming part of the AN Brown Collection.  The library is    
noteworthy for it s being probably, the only mission library in New Zealand 
which is still substantially intact. We are unable to say that the library is       
exactly as Archdeacon Brown left it as books may have been removed for     
various reasons.  Also, Brown brought not all of the books to New Zealand; this 
is because the library was added to during the mission period.  For instance, 
the CMS sent books out from time to time and some were given to Brown as 
gifts from other missionaries.  Then there are the scriptures in Maori; some 
printed by William Collenso and bound by the missionary wives at Pahia..  
My talk concentrated on a varied sampling of the books and the following is 
one of the books singled out for the presentation:  

VERULAMIANA 
The above is a book title being a selection of essays by the well known      
Elizabethan, Francis Bacon first Baron Verulam and Viscount St. Albans    
(1561 

 

1626) whose career spanned the later Elizabethan period and the reign 
of James I (VI Scotland). 

                                                                                                     Continued overleaf 


