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2010 started at a cracking pace and quarter of the year 
has already gone!. At The Elms, although the  cruise 
ship season is over, there is plenty to occupy the       
industrious workforce moving around the place. 
The Elms now has tenancy of No 11 Mission Street, 
which among other things will provide a storage site 
for the numerous items that are currently being kept in 
the Dairy, Mangle room and Coach House. This will 

facilitate the re-interpretation of these  areas for displays. 
When the North Bank was cleared and replanted last year, a number of very 
young elm trees were discovered. These have been removed  and are being 
nurtured by a nursery-tree  specialist. It is hoped that other examples of the 
same stock will be ready for removal this year and that a planting programme 
of The Elms elms  can begin in the next planting season.  

I heartily thank the contributors of this issue of the newsletter. Paul O'Brian 
continues with  amusing nostalgia his recollections on p.12; Jo-Anne Knowles  
from her wealth of information writes on women s fashions of 1881, p.9. The 
Letters to the Editor section is very important part of this newsletter, for       
setting the record straight and for giving us pieces of information often not 
otherwise available or accessible.  
Our readers would probably recall that concern was  raised in this column          

regarding the neglected state of  tomb stones in the historic CMS cemetery. 
We recently took a stroll thought the grounds of this place which is going to 
be part of the planned Heritage Walk. What a pleasant surprise at the sight of 
cleaned up and renovated stones of certain graves including the Brown       
family!          

The Maxwell family has recently done this wonderful job.  

Please send us articles and whatever comments or information you can. This 
newsletter is your property, look after it! 
Kate Goodwin, Editor 

Editorial 
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Report from the Chair      

It is gratifying that so many Friends have renewed 
their membership promptly for this 2010 year. This 
monetary support is a tangible way of supporting The 
Elms and that support is very much appreciated. 
Welcome to those of you who are new Friends and are 
receiving this as your first newsletter.    

What was the weatherman thinking of during Anniversary Weekend when, on 
the Sunday of the Garden Art displays, the heavens opened and the rain came 
down in torrents?  That was such a shame for all concerned: who had worked 
so hard to organize such a major event as this.   One has to admire those stall 
holders who kept their posts throughout the wet weather and thankfully        
enjoyed a more pleasant day on the Monday, February 1st. 
But then the weatherman decided to be kindly for the evening of the Twilight 
Concert 

 

21st February, when the Off Broadway group enthralled the        
audience from start to finish with the best programme that they have ever     
performed at The Elms.   Thank you to them and to The 4 Tunes for a        
delightful concert. 
Once again the sponsors for that event are thanked: LEGACY TRUST and 
EVES REALTY.  With rising costs each year the sponsorship helps              
tremendously with our budget. 
I also thank the committee, spouses and friends who assisted with the concert.  

Kate Goodwin, Editor, had organized a Quadrille Workshop in March and 
plans to hold another in May, so thank you Kate for arranging these lessons 
for interested persons.    And also for the effort you put in to the publication of 
the newsletters.  

A group of local and overseas Rotarians from Australia and Japan visited The 
Elms for a guided tour on 14th March and some of our committee served them 
Devonshire tea, with Pam Garrett baking the scones for them. Thank you Pam, 
and all other helpers. Norah Reid had organized their visit to The Elms.  

Shirley Clarke has resigned from the committee and our best wishes go to you 
Shirley, trusting that your health will improve with care.  Thank you for       
serving on the committee over recent years.  

Best Wishes to one and all,    
Sincerely, Barbara Steele. 
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A Perfect Place  

By Kate Goodwin  

n a tranquil evening just before Easter a group of Tai-Chi enthusiasts 
were displaying their moves of elegant mysticism  at The Elms gardens. It 
seemed to be the perfect place, serene under the shade of century-old trees, 
with the  lingering aura of historic  buildings, whose story goes back over 150 
years and yet is still ever-present today.  

The gardens have been in the past and still are, the perfect place for gatherings 
of people with all manner of purpose: weddings, tea parties, concerts, art     
festivals, pleasure-orientated or fundraising.   

I have just been reading an article with the title "The founding of  A Mission" 
in The Open Door magazine printed July 1945* In the article, the writer**     
describes the occasion when invited by the owner "a delightful old lady of over 
eighty.... who extended a gracious welcome Miss Alice Heron Maxwell  with 
quiet but dramatic intensity and a rare economy of words told of the dangers, 
trials and accomplishments of the young English missionary and his wife who 
came to teach the word of God to the natives of New Zealand over a hundred 
years ago....."  

The writer gives a wealth of information about The Elms as related to her by     
Alice Maxwell, whose guest at the old Mission House she remained for a   
number of days. She then goes on explaining  the Barnardo association to the 
historic old Mission, also describing the parties held for the purpose of fund-
raising for Dr Barnardo's Homes. 
:   

                                                                                             Continued on page 8   

*THE OPEN DOOR  (N.Z. Edition), MAGAZINE FOR BARNARDO HELPERS;   Issue July 1945.  
** Written by the editor of the Open Door magazine 
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A Perfect Place,  continued      

Images  

A photograph of Euphemia 
and her children was taken in        
Australia shortly after her       
husband Andrew Maxwell s 
death in 1865. Being left to 
raise four young children on 
her own, must have given her 
a great sympathy for destitute 
children.  

.       

                                                          
                                                       

                                                                                       

                                                                                                              

    

One of the Barnardo children. 
Handwritten details read:  

                   13266 
   W m  WUCHER PFENING 
                      10 
                  2. 9. 92        

Images from The Elms Archives 
supplied  by   Jo-Anne Knowles 
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A Perfect Place,  text continued from page 6   

Here are excerpts from that description:  

"....One day Alice Maxwell slipped her childish hand into her father's pocket 
and drew out a little pink slip. It was an appeal from Dr Barnardo's Homes, 
London. Thus commenced the Maxwell family's interest in Barnardo work. 
When they came to Tauranga in 1887 Mrs Maxwell started a private circle of 
13 members working for the Homes. Many letters of thanks and appreciation 
did they receive from the great Dr Barnardo himself. The annual Barnardo 
gatherings started in a small way, grew and grew and Mrs Maxwell's Barnardo 
parties became big annual events overflowing from the house to two big       
marquees on the lawn. Music and tea were served free and crowds of  visitors 
came along with free-will offerings and to purchase the various things made for 
sale... 
...Miss Maxwell's parents, brother and sister have passed away, and the  parties 
are no more, but Barnardo's are not forgotten. As a labour of love Miss       
Maxwell opens her home for public inspection, personally conducting visitors 
through its historic portals, and surely no visitor ever encountered a more      
delightful and charming guide. No mention is made of contributions but four 
collection boxes of which the Barnardo Homes is one, incidentally a very, very 
old box, stand unobtrusively on the hall table so that he who wills may give. 
The Homes continue to be generously remembered!"                  

       
            Image painted onto the side of  the Barnardo donation box 
            that is still in  The Elms Collection. 
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Excerpts from: The Ladies Column 
Th e N ew Zea l an d Her a l d , Sun d ay, Oc t o ber 1, 18 81   

 by Jo-Anne Knowles  

Gloves are worn over the tight sleeves, and bracelets and bangles are worn over 
the gloves. 
The silk and Lisle thread button less long gloves, so much worn, now take the 
name of Jersey gloves. 
One black and one deep cardinal red Lisle thread stocking forms the real    
fashionable pair at the moment. 
Outside pockets attached to the dress are no longer fashionable; they must be 
detached, or detachable and hanging. 
It is impossible to give a garden party without the aid of Persian rugs strewn 
over the lawn and a full band of music. 
Flexible cloth, a species of stockinet, has recently been introduced, and will be 
exclusively used for corsages of dresses. 
Silver gauze is the rage in Paris, where it is draped over satin, with silver leaves 
or ornaments, and with silver Jerseys for corsages. 
Bats, mice, beetles and even little shining golden and silver worms, appear 
among the flowers, feathers, and ribbons that trim bonnets and hats. 
A few plain costumes, of one colour, but very stylish, are seen; but as a rule 
plain fabrics are combined with bayadere stripes, checks, springs &c. 
Black Spanish net in small leaf or arabesque design designs is made into       
polonaises to be worn over black or coloured silks. 
Pink, lemon-coloured and pale cashmeres, profusely trimmed with white     
Spanish lace and silk embroidery, are among the prettiest dresses worn at the 
seaside resorts. 

Fayal lace is new for trimming white 
round hats.  It is in fine pleats, row after 
row covering the brim and a scarf of the 
lace mixed with flowers is around the 
crown. 
White lace stockings are worn over        
coloured ones of silk or Lisle thread, 
matching the dress, for evening toilets.  
The low slipper displays all the beauty of 
the lace inserted in the instep or up the  
ankle.   

An 1881 image from the Internet                                                                 Continued overleaf 
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Excerpts from the NZ Herald 1881, continued  

Some definitions:  

Bayadere stripes; composed of diagonal stripes of various widths in lively, 
sometimes clashing colours. Used most commonly in skirts. The name is de-
rived from that of a female Indian temple dancer, the bayadere.  

Lisle thread - a strong tightly twisted cotton thread (usually made of long-
staple cotton)  

Fayal or Fail lace derived its name from the place where it was made, Fayal 
Island a Portuguese Island (one of the Azores), where women made lace from 
thread made from the Agave plant.  

The polonaise was a revival style based on a fashion of the 1780s, with a fitted, 
cutaway overdress caught up and draped over an underskirt.   

The local scene   

Heritage is a vivid scene in Tauranga at the moment with developments in 
many directions on a large scale. On a smaller scale is the vision of having a 
Quadrilles group to recapture some of the lively scene of times bygone. 
Dress is very much part of it and I am delighted with the coincidence of the    
article Jo-Anne Knowles sent us, detailing the dressing code in the late 19th    
century, especially the mention of plain but very stylish, one colour dresses.  

A variety of publications with period 
dresses and easy to follow patterns are 
available at the library. I found              
particularly useful the following book (see 
example on the sketch of a pattern already 
successfully used):  

VICTORIAN AUTHENTIC 
FASHION PATTERNS 

A Complete Ladies Wardrobe 
By Kristina Harris 

Dover Publications Inc. NY   

Kate Goodwin 
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1 st Quadrille Workshop 
Photos by Beth Harris  

A small but very enthusiastic 
group took part in our 1st      
Quadrilles workshop on  March 
20th, here in Tauranga.  
Beth Harris, the tutor, an expert 
in English dance, is pictured  on 
the back row, first from right.    

Guide Margaret Jenner     
dancing wi th Bronwen         
Arlington (first couple on  
photo on the left), although a 
novice folk dancer, displayed 
an excellent dancing style. 

The 2nd Quadrilles work-
shop is planned for          
Saturday 8th of May with 
tutor another English dance     
specialist from Hawkes 
Bay, Cleone Cawood.  

I f you would like to join 
the Quadr illes Group, 
please contact K ate     
Goodwin, phone 5799903 


