riends of the Elms

Newsletter

November2008

The Elms Foundation

Mission St. PO Box 14218 Tauranga |
Telephone: 07 5779772
Emall: theelms@enternet.co.nz




The Friends of The Elms

Committee

MrsBarbara Steele JP
27c Tekoah Place Tauranga

MrsPam Garrett JP
1/4 Tekoah Place Tauranga

Mr Paul O’Brien
16 Myres Street, Tauranga

M s Patricia Cooper

55 Castlewold Drive, Tauranga

MrsLyn Harpham
Devonport Palms
194 Devonport Rd, Tauranga

Mr Russell Standish
78 Hinewa Road, Tauranga

Dr Kate Goodwin
4/52 Cliff Road
Tauranga

Dr Nell Goodwin
4/52 Cliff Road, Tauranga

MrsNorah Reid QSM
6 Kenmure Place
Bethlehem Heights, Tauranga

Mrs Suzanne Franklin Gard’ner

22 Matua Road, Matua

Mrs Shirley Clarke
137/ 60 Maranui Street
Mt Maunganui

Tel/Fax 578 2642 / 575 8743
barbjim.steele@clear.net.nz

Tel/Fax 578 8141
rifandpam@kol .co.nz

Tel 576 9911
paul val @xtra.co.nz

Tel 577 0980

Tel 578 7355
or 578 0205

Tel 576 3535
russell.standish@clear.net.nz

Tel 579 9903
kandn.goodwin@actrix.co.nz

Tel 579 9903
kandn.goodwin@actrix.co.nz
Tel 579 1914

rei dsenior@xtra.co.nz

Tel 576 6690

frankgard@pcconnect.co.nz

Tel 574 7545

Chairperson

Secretary

Treasurer

Editor



Contents

1. Editorial page4
The last resting place -areflection, page 7

2. THEHERITAGE
ARTICLES

® MariaWilliams Kemp (née Wilson),

by Dorna Crowther, page 8
3. THE PEOPLE
PROFILE

® Jeffrey W. Mgor, page 17

REPORTS

® Chairperson's Report, page 5

® Guiding Report, page 18

® “Gardening” Corner. Pictorial progressreport, page 19

LETTERSTO THE EDITOR page 15
RECENT PAST EVENTS

e Sounds of the Colonial Parlour —review, page 20

o &

6. FORTHCOMING EVENTS
® Garden Art @The EIms, page 21

A Garden Party, page 21
Service at the Chapel on Christmas day, page 22
Twilight Concert, page 22



Editorial

Frantic activity has returned to The Elms now that
summer has reluctantly reached our shores. Visitors,
working parties of volunteers, gardeners, arborists,
plumbers, roofers, builders, electricians, fumigators, are
S cll milling around like resolute ants building their
4 subterranean tunnels. The place looks amazing, it is alive
4 and looking confidently to agreat future!
Splendid events are coming up: the 12th Garden Art in January, the
7th Twilight Concert in February featuring the return of Vocal Edge . A
Garden Party is being planned to mark the 10th Anniversary of the
establishment of The EIms Foundation. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if people
made an effort to turn up in period costumes?

A S \Wouldn’t you wish
§ that the same care
| and sensitivity was
§ exercised outside
The Elms regarding
the rest of this
beautiful town. The
top picture shows
Alice and Edith in
the idyllic surrounds
.« edged by the iconic
= Mount Maunganui
c.1913.

The picture below
offers the current
view from the same
spot, a man-made
catastrophe!

SR LR

The Heritage article in this issue is the first of two, by guide Dorna
Crowther, entitled Maria Williams Kemp nee Wison. The one to follow, has
the title Anne Catherine Wilson. The names of these two women are on a
dedication plaque on one of the new garden seats in The Elms. Dorna
explains her family connection with the women in the article, which vividly
illustrates the way life was for the Missionaries in New Zealand in the
middle and late 19th century.

Have awonderful summer!

Kate Goodwin, Editor



Chair person’s Repor t

=¥ J | Since the Autumn issue when | last
& reported on activities the committee has:

= Replaced the flooring in the Mission House kitchen which now sees the

(o

oo

completion of redecorating that area.

Replaced the carpet in the entranceway and one small room in the
Fencible Cottage.

Patched the most worn areas of carpet in the Chapel with matching carpet
from elsewhere.

French polished the atar table in the Chapel so that it now matches the
pews that were upgraded last year.

Put plagues on the garden seats naming the people who have so kindly
donated them. Thank you to those donors.

Paid for some restorative work that has been undertaken on paintings,
lithographs and photographs belonging to The EIms' collection that were
badly in need of care and attention. Some of this work was done by the
Auckland Art Gallery conservators and some by Joanne Knowles. The
result is magical.

Assisted in cleaning items in the Mission House so that they now sparkle
in readiness for the Summer visitors.

Distributed The EIms brochures to motels throughout the area. As a
committee, we find that this is an excellent way to ensure that moteliers
are aware of The Elms property and can then recommend it as a "must
see" spot of interest to their guests.

5 Assisted the University of Waikato with their Dr Kirstine Moffat lecture

"Sounds of the Colonial Parlour" using The EIms Allen piano. Once
again Kirstine enthralled her audience with her enthusiasm and
knowledge of Colonial parlour music. This time her father was the
vocalist and she had the audience joining in with some of the songs. The
Devonshire tea completed a wonderful afternoon. Well done Nyree
Sherlock and her team from the University.

5> Helped update The EIms website which now includes information from

The Friends - the newdetter is now on line as well asother items of
interest.

& Purchased artificial foliage, flowers, etc. for the Floral Art group to

decorate the Mission House, Chapel, library and office for Christmas
Continued overleaf



Chair person’s Report continued

Jinty Rorke suggested the idea and we thank Dawn Davenport, Enid Weir
and their team of floral artists for bringing Christmas to The EIms this
year. Considering the fact that there will be cruise ship visitorsat the
property on Christmas Day this year, it is an excellent time to decorate.

On this festive note may |, on behalf of The Friends' committee, wish each and
every one of you ajoyous Christmas Season and a Happy New Y ear.

In conclusion | thank all committee members for their help and support
throughout the year. And to the chairman of the Board of Directors, John
Burn, who is always co-operative to assist when requests to him are made —
Thank you. We appreciate your support John.

Sincerely, Barbara Steele.

Dear ‘Friendsdf TheEIns”
Pleaserenaw your subsiption by
snding your donation nolater than
N January 2000.
] Ramarba that your subatitlesyouto
recdvingthenevddtea, tovigtingthe

Misson Housefreed dhargeand
- thisyear-
adisoount onthe
tickd for the Twilignt Conoat!
Otha banditsarebound tofdlow
In dueocours#
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The Last Resting Place
The OIld Mission Cemetery *
In the August issue of the ‘Friends’ newsdletter, the concern was raised of the
condition of the Old Mission Cemetery. Interesting that this concern reflectsin
a statement found in the article with the above title, referring to the condition
of the Cemetery back in 1912. The article is one of a series contained in the
book:
The Story of Gate Pa April 29, 1864 by Gilbert Mair
(BoP Times 1937)

The statement reads. “Some twenty five years ago the Cemetery
bore a rather neglected appearance..” It seems that the subject was

not raised in vain because after repeated representations to the Tauranga
Boroughs Council “..through the instrumentality of the Mayor Mr J.C.
Adams, agrant of £50 was secured and a much needed work was done...”

Other agencies have been responsible for the maintenance and conservation
of the Cemetery such as Royal Naval ships when visiting the harbour.

The wooden cross marking the burial place of seamen and marines who fell
during the Pukehinahina (Gate Pa) battle was renovated by the H.M.S.
Veronika on the 17/1/32. On this photograph there is a detail of the cross
bearing the names of the fallen heroes. This cross was found in the Volkner
Cottage during its recent renovation.

l Photo Neil Goodwin

*From the Website; a page from New Zealand Electronic Text Centre
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Maria Williams Kemp (nee Wilson)
By Dorna Crowther

Maria Williams Wilson was born in Barbados (Windward Isles) ¢ 1816, the
only daughter of John Alexander Wilson, Captain of Queens Own Regiment,
and Elizabeth Hall. Capt John Wilson died in Quebec in 1820 and his wife
Elizabeth was left to bring up the family of five sons and one daughter on her
own with very limited means. Their second son was also John Alexander and in
1928 married Anne Catherine Hawker on the island of Jersey. He had spent ten
years in the Navy before he left to join the Church Missionary Society. His first
posting was to New Zealand and the young couple with their two young
children sailed from England arriving in New Zealand in 1833. Two more sons
were born to them and in 1838 Anne Catherine Wilson died, aged 36. She was
nursed in her final months by Charlotte Brown at The Elms. John Wilson then
wrote to his sister Maria, asking her to come out to New Zealand and look after
his family.

] W Maria was 23 years old and engaged to
' be married. Possibly she was reluctant
'to leave England; perhaps she was
simply told it was her duty. However
' she duly arrived in New Zealand in 1839
accompanied by her mother Elizabeth
Wilson. Upon their arrival in New
Zedland, Elizabeth Wilson stayed only
long enough to see Maria settled with
the bereaved John Alexander and his
family, and to spend afew days at Paihia
with the Williams family after which,
finding the country harsh and the tedium
of the isolated Mission Stations
inhibiting, she returned to England.
Maria too would have found life in New
Zedland very aien and lonely. She was
not a member of the CMS and was not
dedicated to the cause as her brother was
and her sister-in-law had been. As her letters reflect, she was young, fun loving
and enjoyed company. Charlotte Brown had been looking after the Wilson
children since their mother died. When Maria arrived from the Bay of Islands,
she stayed at The Elms with the Browns, and Charlotte Brown provided
wonderful support for the homesick girl.

Continued overleaf



Maria Williams Kemp continued

John was posted to Opotiki and Maria and the children accompanied him there.
She kept up aregular correspondence with Mrs Brown and many of her |etters
were kept by the Browns and deposited in the library at The Elms. They are
now at the Alexander Turnbull Library.

A description of their journey to Opotiki;

‘We arrived hae on Monday. It was vay latewhen ny brathe and df  arrived aswe
weaeddaned a Chiwa by getting the natives and children aaross — then we had to st
down on the add beach and wait vay patiently far thetideto di, that the harsss mght
svimand when wegat onthissSded theriver, | wassoaddthat | could hardly hdd the
reins. All this you will think very delightful | dare say —if Mrs Stack comes overland with
he four children | hapeshewill enjoy thetrip...”

‘When we acssd therive at Whakatane — the harsss ware up to thar ssddle grths 0
yau can imegne aur appearance atogethe extraordinary — | aould nat hdp thinking of
MrsJames Davisaaming down in ariva wasit nat?”

On May 9 1841 Maria writes,
“My vay dear Mrs Brown, ‘1 cana leave Tauranga without tdling you how vey
sndbe |l amd the affedionate attaition and kindness | have always recaved fram
yau... | nevea remarbe leaving any placewith noreregrd than | dothePapa... | shal
dten, vay ditenthink of thehappy haurs| havespant with you.”
‘I hopeny Dear Mrs Brown, when you hear of an gopartunity you will ssnd nealine |
amsure you know how happy | shdl beto hear fromyau, | amafraid thet | forgat to
thank you far the slk handkerchid. | dhdl often think of you when | am wearing it.
Reavenrba nevay kindly toMr Brovn and toMiss Bake andtolittleGdiaand Marsh.”
In alater letter;
‘I could nat bdievefar two or threedaystheat | wasredly away framyou. .. | ssidtony
brathe | kegp fancying | hear Mrs Brown’svace Hesaid if you go cutsdeyou will find
aut your mdake”
Life in Opotiki would have been very lonely for Maria. Visitors were a rarity
and her brother John did not always appreciate her efforts. Her brother
commented in areport to the Church Missionary Society in London;
“....| rayd that avarigy of draumgtances havehitheto ooourred to prevent my resdence
a thisplaceand thaugh | now havethehdp o nmy 9de ya deisbut anovicein this
ocountry and ataa grange tothelifed amsionary.”
Opotiki, March 8 1841.
One Christmas was spent with the Chapmans, missionaries at Rotorua. This
seems to have been a happy occasion, the Chapmans were hospitable and
cheerful company
Maria describes the journey from Opotiki to Rotorua;

“You will I amaure acongratulate me on ny ssfearriva. Wewae only anenight on the
raed, much to ny satifadtion — | have had enough o thebush — and thewood too — far
some little time . Continued overleaf
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Maria Williams Kemp continued
| amvay nuc pleassd with Ratarua | wish you aould have acoonanied us Thenatives

behaved excadindy wel. Mr Sadk’s lad (imy friend) keot calling mehis dhild. | did nat
break dowvn and they found mesolight that they carried thar pikausaswall.”
Here are some extracts from letters Maria sent to Mrs Brown from the
Chapmans at Rotorua.
“My dear Mrs Brown, | shall begin with hoping you will spend a very happy Christmas. |
suppoeit will bevey vulgar tosay amary ane .. | amvey nmuch pleased with Ratarua.
| wish you could have acoompanied us...Ratarua mekesmenary’. | don't know how it
oould be athewise with Mr Chapmen. | have a sevare add which Mr Chapiman thinks
was with degoing in thetait. The gorings arejust now in full fragrance. | think Mrs
Chapmen a vay ddightful parson. Tdl Mr Brown that Mr Chapman mede me breskfast
in bed yestaday...| Sl bein beautiful training’ by thetimeyou sseeng thiswithrid-
ingtotheguringson a gantlaraen’ssaddie (Sdeways of course) on theharsethey areboresk-
ingin. thisisthelates of my exgats | mede up my mnd to bethrown but was disap-
panted.”
Mariawrote about two incidents at Opotiki;
‘1 don't know whether my lbrather isgangtowrite — heisattending Edward thenative
who has had a dreadful acddet. | cant dl you exatly how it happened — but it is
something abaut thefdling of atree — thergpes o thetadkle gave way — and the black
with al the mght o a heavy tree svung and srudk himin the e/e His eydrow is
copledy aut in two o that the eydid fals down. Heisin great pain poor men — the
natives say the hook o the dodk wat into his e/e — but my brathe hopes it was nat
0. ”“Gaorge (the younges of Anne and John Wilson’s dhildren) has had rather a bad
accident — hewas catching a kitten near thegrl 'sfirewhen hetripped and fdl with his
amin apa tha was nearly baling Hisarmwas vay bed but is nowv nearly wdl. He
sends his love to Celia, her letter he knows by heart —tomy sorrow songlines”
Visitors were received with great excitement;
‘Now ny dear MrsB — you will think | amaquizzing parhapswhen | say | amexpating
visitors — I was nat. Theae are two gatlaren from Audkland here They deg at thar
vesd but we invited tham to take thar medls with us Oneis a Mr Margan — an
unmarried man — only fivefed seven and a hdf indheshigh — theather isDr Martin (?).
they are vary agreselde pasons My brathe says he dhdl quite miss themwhen they qo.
TheDr ismarriad. It was quitea surprisethar comng here — and should they pay you a
vigt | think youwill bepleased withthem”
“... Mr Fulloon is charming — blushing like the riang sun — ny brather is pafedly
diggusedwithhim”
As Anne Wilson mentions in her journal, there were sometimes differences
with the other women associated with the mission stations. Mrs Stack seems
to have earned Maria’s displeasure;
‘1 have heard fran Mrs Sak — she does nat seanto like Tauranga vay nuch. Mr S
wrateto my brather — but hewas evidently labouring unde afit o irritation at thetime
far hislette nathing but conrplaints — espaadly about the natives | wraeto Mrs S
yesterday and st you soreletesfromthem”

Continued overleaf
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Maria Williams Kemp, continued

‘Wehad a cl franMr Nidhdaswhotdd usthat the Sadks had redly |et Tauranga —
that hehad been an board the Gdaine (the QM S supply ship) and had san themleave
Now ny dear Mrs Browvn — | want to know what or who — had the power to pasuade
Mr S. to really make a move —as when we met him he had very nearly decided on bringing
his famly to Opatiki and then going ovaland. My rather quite expeted them — | did
not- but | wasvey much surprissd tohear o thar departure”

John Wilson was soon to lose his housekeeper as Maria had formed a
friendship with young Henry Tacy Kemp, the oldest child of James and
Charlotte Kemp of Kerikeri. He was about four years younger than Maria and
perhaps she saw him as a way out of her situation. Her brother and her family
were opposed to the match, they did not consider the Kemps to be their social
equals. Others were apparently also not in favour of the match;

“My timewill nat alow ny tdling you how diten | have thought of and exnaugied the
consideration you have always shown —to my feelings when speaking of Mr Kemp — with
theunkind manna of MrsS —yau know | haveneve ressited it in ay way — thethough
| never said anything to he about it — what she has repestedly tdd me — has aost ne
meny unconfartalehaursand nat afew tears Theonly coonsdation | fed isthat dl that
shehassaidtonmehasnt inany way lowe 'd himin nny egtinmetion.”

However, John Wilson finally conceded that perhaps Henry Kemp was a pious
man and worthy of his sister. Mariawrites avery excited letter to Mrs. Brown;
Opotiki
Nov 9th 1842
My Dear Mrs Brown,
Youwill I hopeaoogt my best lovefar your kindnessin sending sudh nicelong lete'sand
now you see | have something to tell you. | have taken a large sheet of paper — I must first
mekeal dueinquiry afte yoursdf MrsBrown, and theres of your establishmant. | hope
you are able to take your shower baths again and hope you are enjoying your busy interests
without any headache.
You will think after such along prdudetherenmugt be something warth hearing — you are
awarethat my engagarant isnearly at anend. | don't mean that | amgangto trek it
of " but that Mr Brown nugt be kind enough to hdd hinedf in readinessto offidate —
yau will | fancy smleat my jaking but my dear vay dear Mrs Brown, | know you will
excuse me —yau know what | amwhen | ga intoamsthievous hunour don't you.
Mr Kenp has gat a Stuation of nearly 100 pounds pa annumwith a hause so this quite
autharizes aur bang married and you will be happy to hear that John has o his own
aocord mede the firg advance towards a reconaliation and heis quite agresalde to our
bang married. You do know nry vay dear friend, what aweadght thisisdff my heart. He
tdd meyeseday that if he aould have bean aurethat Mr K. was a pious young men he
shauld never have opposad it. | fed so happy now that | can talk to him about Henry.
What a change is it not?

Continued overleaf
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Maria Williams Kemp, continued

It has showed me how goad the Lard has bean to mein ansveaing ny prayarsfar my dear
Mrs Brown, yau littleknow thegate of anxiey mnd has ben in ancel havebemn hee
as (until latdy) | havehad no oneto guidear confat me— dh how | wished | waswith
yau. My brather tdd me (when he heard nmy arrangarant) ‘he wishes us evary happiness
and blessng and that we should nevar want far a friend aslong ashewasin theland.”’
You cannat think how it affeded me— 1 began tothink | was dfish far leavinghim do
yau think | amwrangin daing s0?”

Maria Williams Wilson and Henry Tacy Kemp were married by Reverend
Brown here at The ElImsin 1843. The next letters to Mrs Brown were written
by Mariafrom the Bay of Islands.

Kororareka

May the 29th 1843

My Dear Mrs Brown,

It is with great pleasure | hear of an opportunity of writing to you by way of Auckland —
how long you will be before you receive my letter | cannot say.

| shal begn by gving you an acoount of aur voyage Yau might suppose we wae
becalmd al Monday dff Tuhua - in the night a breze gorang up and we were only
twanty two haurs and a half reaching the Bay — evarything ssemd tofavour us — far a
Cape Brett a sea breeze sprang up and carried up the Bay so that on the whole | think my
dear MrsBrown, you will say wewearehighly favour d.

The Kararareka people ware anxioudy laoking aut far us — but my husband, wishing to
goarenethenotification of awhdetown garing at e ardered the beet to beloveed
bef ore we reached Tapuka. We were landed to Tarca Bay behind Kararareka and while
evaryone was lodking out to see us land, we wee in aur lodgngs quielly watdhing the
vessel come in.

| dont like Kooaréka vay nudh. Thae is nops
society — a leest none far peogplewho areat al |
particular o my husband has nat introduced metof
any. | dont reyd thewant of it —asl think the
society of a husband more than compensates for the
want o any ahas Mrs Sak’s predidions have
na proved true — | shdl nat place any confidence
in her fardbodings any longa, far you know nry
dear Mrs B., | was to be more than misgade -
which is cgtainly nat the ca= You will be
surprisad to hear that MrsBurrovs hasonly call d
on us onee and that e nmede a nette o
anveniene as | heard he tdl Mrs Qayton, ‘e
was aoning to pay the vist she had owed for 0
long.” We neve trauble her, | have returned her
call and here I imagine our friendship will end.

Continued overleaf
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Maria Williams Kemp, continued

What shehasin thisplacetobesoinfatuated with charmy | think it isalow confined
seaport with scarcely a respectable person in it.

Upan aur arriva (after we had bean to durch hae) wewant to Kaikei, wewaevay
enthusadicaly rexaved by evayonethaeand | assureyau it waswith geet regre we
l6t. Wearena adeto belong franthe Bay an acoount of my husdband’sduties We
shall return there shortly so you must not be surprised at not hearing from me for a little
while. There are very few vessels bound for Auckland. | only know of one.

Aswe haveanly two roors nmy boxesareput inaldt and until wearesdtled | redly
do na know wheretolodk for dear little Garge'sthings Giveour kindes lovetohim
and kiss him for us both.

Wedonat intend raraining haeand asthaearena repedadehonestobeld anthis
gde | think aur fina degtination will be Horatutu. They areto be put in good repair
....... for 20 pound pa aonum My anly dojettion is the “Willianms” bang in the
vianity. Will you bdieve nmy dear Mrs Brown, that Mrs Williarrs (though | ve
pantedy st her no cards but did to Mrs Ed. Williams) has sat ne message afte
message ‘regre that hehasna ya had the gopartunity of calingon e but that she
will do by thefirg gopartunity” | was pafetly harified a he want o eiquete to
say nothing of delicacy —she will find it not so easy to talk me over, for after the way in
which they havetrested poor Jahn, after he mede ovatures of recondliation — | think
they donat know what a fargving Chrigian soirit meanswith dl thar prdfessons o
religion.

Shauld yoursdf o Mr Brown eve vidt the Bay (when we are sitled) you will dways
find aroomat your savieeand it is aur faveat wish that you meke our house your
house ar shauld Marsh be st to shod — anything we can do far himwill affard us
pleasure | supposeny brathe hasldt you — if nat gveour lovetohim Mr Browvn's
watdhisat theRabatson’s wewill ssndit assoon asit ishae

We havefdt alittle hurt a none o the ‘marbas o the CM.S". adknowledgng aur
wedding cards — we st to those Wesleyans that Henry in his journeys has beoore
acuiainted with and they have each pditdy adknowledged themwith akind invitation
to us both. We thought the difference in between them rather striking.

| havenonavstotdl you. | cannat g&t any darning adtton fineenough far you — this
Isa vay pox plae — thereis scarady anything to be had and many on the paint o
failing.Gveour lovetothedildren epadally todeer littleGaorge | hapeMr Brown's
giesarebeta — | upposehehasna bean to Audkland. My hudbend jains mein kind
regards to Mr B. and yoursdf induding Miss Bake and acogating my love with aur
united thanks for your unbounded kindness.

| remain,

My dear Mrs Brown,

Yours very affectionately
M.W. Kemp

Continued overleaf
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Maria Williams Kemp, continued

This letter from Maria to Mrs Brown is the last of the surviving letters. | can’t
believe that Maria actually stopped writing to Mrs Brown, as the older woman
was obviously held in very high regard by her.

Maria and Henry Kemp spent a short time in the Bay of Islands before moving
to Wellington where Henry took up a position as Native Secretary. Mariawould
have enjoyed the socia life in Wellington and also in Auckland where they
shifted in 1865. Maria died in Kerikeri in 1889, aged about 73, Henry died in
Auckland 1901 age 80.

They had six children, their youngest son, Godfrey Kemp married Grace
Fairburn, grand daughter of William Fairburn, missionary. Grace’s father was
Richard Fairburn, one of those undisciplined little Fairburn children referred to
many years earlier by Anne Wilson at Puriri Mission station. Godfrey Kemp
and Grace Fairburn were my Great Grandparents, they died just before | was
born.

Of the two sisters in law, Anne Hawker/Wilson and Maria Wilson/Kemp, Anne
Wilson’s life is well documented with her letters and diary. Maria left no diary
and her 12 letters to Mrs Brown are all the personal written information that
remains of her. Very little oral history about Maria has been handed down in

my immediate family. / P \ \
) P Y B\

Photos of her show a kindly looking
woman and she is remembered as a
cultured person, well educated, fluent in
French, with knowledge of Latin as well.
My Grandmother mentioned her as often
suffering from ill hedth and often
homesick.

She never travelled back to England

again.

References
My Hand Will Write What My Heart Dictates. - Max Armstrong
Kemp Family History. - BillieKemp
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Letters to the Editor

Our frequent correspondent and Friend of The Elms from Takapuna, John
Webster, sent us an original page from The Ems Trust newsletter of November
1972, in which there is a reference regarding the origins of the Fencible
Cottage. This John found of interest and thought of sharing it with our readers.
The following are excerpts from that newsletter containing more than just one
point of great interest:

THE CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS AND REPORT TO THE TENTH ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING, 18th November 1972. Attending were members from the Auckland
Historical Society and also ELMS TRUST members from Blenheim, New
Plymouth, Te Awamutu, Hamilton, Cambridge, Rotorua, Whakatane, Thames,
Auckland and North Auckland and the meeting was hosted by the Tauranga
Historical Society...

Progressin tenth year.

"....our tenth year has been one of considerable achievement and a year in
which we have been fortunate in receiving much help. Some of it quite
unexpected... ”

Catalogue of the A.N. Brown Collection

"...quite a tremendous undertaking and it has now been completed. There are
239 pages describing approximately 12500 items. Thisis by far the biggest and
most important work that has been done since we came here 23 years ago. It
has taken 2 years and has been done almost entirely by The New Zealand
Historic Places Trust and the Turnbull Library. All done in very expert fashion
and without charge to The Elms Trust or mysealf...

....Turnbull library has recently returned to us all the documents, nearly
10.000 pages, nicely arranged in indexed folders and cases... ”

Two important agreements will be completed within the next few days

"...the Agreement by which the Brown Collection will become the property of
The Elms Trust on my death.

... The second agreement is a licence giving The Elms Trust the right of access
to and the right to remove its buildings situated on The Chapel ground...”

Gift of Fencible Cottage

"...This came as a complete surprise. It is already located alongside the
Chapel and will be restored to its original condition. First located at
Onehunga it was shipped to Tauranga in the early 1870s.

Continued overleaf
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Letters to the Editor, continued

It came to us through the generosity of Mr L.G Dixon and The N.Z. Historic
Places Trust are meeting the cost of the restoration.

Mr F.I. Anderson, District Architect for M.O.W. at Hamilton, is doing patient
research into the exact original design and the restoration work will be done

to his requirements. We will then furnish it in period. That will be an added
advantage because it will relieve congestion in the Library and elsewhere. It is
not to be used as a dwelling but to be kept as an historic exhibit. One room

will be a Reading Room and perhaps another for light repair work on arte-

facts, books etc....”



