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This time of the year, with only weeks  to Southern 
Hemisphere s summer solstice and a few more days to 
Christmas, activity at The Elms is gathering              
momentum. Cruise ship season is now full on and the  
arrival of two  visiting tourist groups at a time is not an   
unusual sight. Our guides are finding their hands full 
and their resources once more are stretched to the limit.  
The summer solstice on December 22 this year (that s 
when the sun appears to be standing  still!) marks the 

first day of summer. We  haven t been able to see the sun much around here 
recently, still or otherwise. Spring, however, has touched The Elms gardens, 
which look brilliant at the moment. There has been an increased number of 
weddings at The Elms, sometimes 2 on the same day, it is really beautiful out 
there.  
I  have received a number of interesting items for this issue of the newsletter; 
among others, the amazing story with pictures of one of Duff s bush            
adventures,  by Julie Green p.6. Paul O Brien takes us back to the shape of 
things at Mission Street in the 30 s p. 10. Jo-Anne Knowles (p.11) has done an 
excellent job compiling a catalogue of the pictures, with captions, of the two 
main rooms of the Mission House. There are two copies, one in the office and 
the other in the Mission House  itself, for which the guides as well as the rest 
of us are  delighted and grateful that at last we learn what the pictures are all 
about! This excellent job, I believe, Jo-Anne will complete by  cataloguing  
the pictures in the remaining rooms of the House and Library.   

Did you know that the Mission House is depicted on a 50c stamp? See p. 21.  

You may recall the Friends of The Elms fund-raising project offering 8 seats 
and 4 benches in the gardens for dedications. The  seats were sold quite 
quickly; of the 4 benches, two are now sold, one walked and there is one        
remaining. If you happened to see the wandering one in an unauthorised      
garden please let us know! 
The newsletter on line will now be available with pictures in full colour 
when possible, not just grey-scaled as before. I would like to share with you 
my  amusement recently when I was Google-searching a heritage question and 
among the responses I got was a  reference to our newsletter!  
Colonial dance is on hold for a couple of months but I am still looking into it. 
Finally, our greeting card again this year (p.22) depicts the Christmas        
decorations at the Mission House.  
Have a wonderful Festive Season!  
Kate Goodwin, Editor. 

Editorial 
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Chairpersons Report    

With this being the final newsletter for 2009 I will report on 
what the Friends have been doing during the year. 
There are functions and occasions when we are visibly      
assisting e.g. the bookstall at the Garden Art weekend, the 
Victorian Garden Party and the Allen piano concert with 
Heather Charlton as the visiting pianist extraordinaire.   

That concert was held in the Chapel in August. 
The one thing we do annually is organize the Twilight concert in February 
when we are obviously busy. Then there are other things that we do as funds 
become available. 
This year the Chapel altar table has been French polished to match the pews. 
The unsightly gap between the ceiling and the walls has had wooden in-fills 
screwed into place so that the now concealed wiring can be accessed if      
necessary.   This has tidied up the Chapel rather well. 
Clocks in the Mission House entranceway and in the chapel have been           
repaired and cleaned free of charge by Bob Thomas; retired clockmaker and 
jeweler. Once again we thank him. 
Funding restoration work and the cleaning of paintings, lithographs and       
photographs has been where most of our income has been spent this year. Jo-
Anne Knowles is slowly working through these items, most of which are sent 
off site for repairs.   This will be an ongoing project which the Friends will 
fund where and when possible. 
We assisted Jo-Anne in cleaning the contents of the House and were taught 
how to handle each item correctly as any historic item should be dealt with: an 
interesting and rewarding activity.  
You will notice a change of advertisement as from Kate s last newsletter and 
we welcome Langford, Callard Optometrists to our pages. And we thank Craig 
Coleman Motors for their support in this way over for many years. 
We are delighted that the Floral Art group will once again decorate The Elms 
for the Christmas season, using the decorations that we purchased last year. 
Congratulations to Mrs. Lyn Harpham who celebrated her 90th birthday in   
August. Lyn has been associated with The Elms since her childhood and      
continues that association. 
A big THANKYOU to everyone who has helped during the year: committee, 
spouses, Friends, office staff etc.   May each and every one of you have a 
pleasant Festive Season and enjoy The Elms property.   It is such a wonderful 
place to take visitors to. 
Happy New Year to one and all and may the Board have another great year in 
2010. Best wishes to the guides for another busy tourist season. 
Sincerely,   
Barbara Steele. 
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On e o f Du f f Maxw el l s  
Bush Adventures 

By Julie Green  

On Anzac Day, 1976 a group of us intended to walk across the Kaimais from 
Whakamarama to the Wairere Falls endeavouring to follow the old Maori 
Highway known as the Wairere Track. Our party consisted of;  Duff Maxwell, 
Garry Oster, three of his sons, Agnes Mander, John Green,  myself (aged 16) 
and my younger brothers Craig and Stephen Gainfort. We were driven in as far 
as the road would take us 

 

off to the right past the Whakamarama school -and 
set off with our gear and food, planning to be collected by cars at the base of 
the Wairere Falls that evening.   
We walked most of the day through the bush but because we had gone too far 
north we had lost all signs of the track so it was decided we would go into the 
catchment area of the river and follow it down to the top of the falls. By this 
time it was getting rather late in the afternoon and as we were walking along a 
narrow track a few metres above the stream. Duff stumbled, fell and slid into 
the stream.  His landing was rather rough and he lay on a large flat rock with 
his head in the stream. Garry and John helped him to his feet and managed to 
manoeuvre him a little way back upstream to where there was a small flattish 
area and there Granddad  was lain down on, and wrapped in, a large sheet of 
clear plastic that came out of someone's pack. 
He was suffering shock and complaining of pain in his back so we  proceeded 
to make a campfire and await the return of daylight. It was a long night as we 

worked hard to keep the fire going and 
rationed out the small amount of food left 
over from our lunches.    
As day broke it was decided that the two 
young men i.e. Mark Oster and John, 
would walk out and get help. A few hours 
later when they reached the pasture land 
below the falls they were met by Search 
and Rescue who were on their way in. 
Upon hearing of Duff' 's mishap, an 
Army helicopter was summoned to airlift 
him out and John walked back in with the 
foot party whilst Mark waited to join the        
helicopter crew. 

                            

                                          Continued overleaf 
  Sergeant calling for medic help on radio  
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On e o f Du f f Maxw el l s  B ush A d v en t u r es,  continued    

Back at the campsite we waited and were rather concerned about Granddad    
although he put up a good front. Eventually we heard the unmistakable sound 
of an Iroquois helicopter and there was a mad scramble to put greenery on the 
fire so as to produce plenty of smoke. They appeared to search for some time 
and were moving further away rather than closer, so lots more ferns were    
sacrificed and the smoke was very thick.  Finally it was obvious that our     
signal had been spotted and the machine hovered overhead creating a huge 
down draft. A medic was lowered and began to assess Duff's condition and 
around the same time the Search and Rescue party also arrived. Hot Milo all 
round was most welcome whilst the 'casualty' was given pain relief and placed 

in a special stretcher. 
Things were a little 
tricky for the pilot 
above as he needed to 
avoid getting too close 
to a large Rata nearby 
and in the process of 
getting Granddad out 
from the undergrowth 
he placed him back on 
the ground but in the 
stream. BBBRRRR!!!!! 
It must have been rather 
scary actually swinging 
around as the rope was 
secured only in the    
middle of the stretcher 
and there was not much    
stability.  
Another long period 
whilst the patient was 
taken firstly to the      
airport then transferred 

to hospital by ambulance plus the helicopter needed to be refuelled. When it 
returned we were given the option of walking out or being winched up one by 
one and taken out in small groups. We chose the latter as the walk in our tired 
and hungry state seemed daunting  especially for the younger members of the 
group. 
We were all moved away a little from the troublesome tree and Craig was the 
first volunteer so the Seargent clipped him to a very thin wire rope by means                                                                                                          
of a 'lifebelt' wrapped around his upper back.  
                                                                                                                Continued on page 9 

(Craig, Steven) and Philip Oster Gainfort  
Duff on ground in plastic 
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On e o f Du f f Maxw el l s B ush A d v en t u r es, continued                                                

                      Agnes  Mander going to helicopter  

                                                                                                                 Continued overleaf 

Mrs Mander,  crew member of the helicopter, 
surrounded by men of Search and Rescue 
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On e o f Du f f Maxw el l s B ush A d v en t u r es, continued  
The rescuer then  clipped himself on to the line also and gripped each of us in 
turn around our waist with his thighs as we were both hauled skyward and then 
dragged on board  

 
a little unnerving but the adrenaline was pumping.          

Following a very short ride we came down in the area near the Wairere Falls 
car park and our big bush adventure was over. 
My memories of the trip back over the Kaimais by car are not clear 

 

no doubt 
we all dozed and John's legs were not working too well after his huge walk.   
Incidentally Granddad had cracked two ribs and damaged a vertebra but after a 
few days in hospital and more rest at home he made a good recovery and soon 
got back to his usual activities. 
A funny memory my mother has is of being informed over the phone by the 
police that if she were to keep an eye out she may see her father flying down 
the harbour under a helicopter. She went out to the garden to share this with 
our Grandmother whose response was But he's never flown before!  At that 
stage she was not even aware that he was missing as her husband had a habit of 
staying away longer than planned all their married life.                         

     Granddad being winched up  

Photos from the collection entitled Our thrilling trip into the Kaimai range, April 76 
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Mission Street in The Thirties 
By Pa u l O Br ien  

The whole area was quiet, conservative and respectfully known as the Camp 
well serviced by the twin engineering developments by Mandeno: Mclarens 
Falls power station and the sewage system to the 7th  Avenue.   
Milk was delivered and ladled out of a can; bread was delivered, mostly white, 
sometimes brown.  
Chapel Street stopped at the top of the cliff by the Chapel. All the northern part 
of the Domain  was encompassed by a huge hedge, which allowed 4 local    
families to each milk a cow. Fatty Marshall was the slip master and his wife 
who ran the small sweet shop milked the cow. Fletchers and McLeods were 
others. Our neighbours were: Jack Dickson, Borough Council engineer, A 
Knowles, manager BNZ, Percy Allen, grocer and later on  Mr Porter, architect 
and Phil Western, developer (purchased Mount Golf Club; subdivided off all 
the sections on Ocean Beach Rd.). Around in Brown Street,  the Washer family 
who had the General Motors franchise in town. 
February 15th 1936 was a most memorable day. Around 1.30 pm, we were just 
off to the back beach with our shanghis  when we noticed a huge plum of 
smoke arising from down town. The Tauranga Hotel fire was massive We 
watched by the ship on the  Tauranga Gardens. At 4 pm the Governor General 
spoke from the Town Hall steps in Wharf street. That was also the year we 
bought our first radio HMV to listen to the coronation.  
During the summers of 38/39 Matthews & Kirby Ltd tar sealed all the streets 
in the area.  
The Elms was a very quiet place indeed.  
Paul O Brien  

PS. Mr Knowles, BNZ manager, was transferred to Hamilton. Became            
interested in betting on horses using the bank s money. Naturally, they took a 
dim view of this he spent a few 
years in the cooler. 
P.    

Unfortunately, I could not find a 
picture of Mission Street of that   
period. Instead I found this lovely, 
late 30 s Ford pick up that might 
well have stood in Paul s back yard! 
Ed. 
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Th e Id en t if ic a t io n o f Pic t u r es o n Displ ay in 
the Mission House Folder 

By Jo-Anne Knowles   

The folder identifying pictures on display, came about for several reasons, the 
first being requests by the guides for more information about the pictures in the 
house and library.  This combined with my desire to share some of the           
interesting and unexpected things I have found inside the pictures, (along with 
dust and dead silverfish), as I have been cleaning them.  The final reason was 
to acknowledge the financial support from The Friends of The Elms, for the 
conservation treatment of paintings, lithographs and frames.  Auckland Art 
Gallery, and Jeremy Lawrence, (an object and furniture conservator), have  
carried out this work paid for by The Friends.  

Some of the interesting finds have been inscriptions on the verso of paintings 
discovered by conservators removing them from acidic backing boards, and 
the discovery of a second painting, (often original to the frame), hidden behind 
the displayed painting.  I would like to share one instance I found particularly 
interesting, as what I discovered inside put the picture in a new light.  The    
picture concerned hangs on the east wall of the music room and is a delicate 
engraving of a young Queen Victoria, dated 1840, in a gilt frame with a gilt 
crown at the top.  When opened, underneath the engraving of Queen Victoria 
was found an engraving of King George IV dated 1823.  This new date meant 
the picture could have been brought from England with Alfred and Charlotte 
Brown when they came to New Zealand.  The image of the new monarch must 
have been placed over the top of the old, when George IV died and Victoria 
came to the throne.   

Along with the exciting finds there has been lots of dust, and many of the      
paper works were in a terrible state when opened.  Many pictures had lost their 
backing boards and the back of the lithograph or engraving was exposed to the 
open air, causing discolouration and foxing of the paper.  Many of the paper 
works had no mat board window and were pressed onto the glass, so that any 
humidity that formed on the underside of the glass was transferred to the paper.  
Many paper works have silverfish damage, often with loss of the image as seen 
in the large engraving hanging in the music room titled, 'Our Sovereign        
Presiding at the Council', depicting Queen Victoria's first day sitting with her 
council.  (This scene was delightfully reproduced in the recently released film 
The Young Victoria).    

                                                                                                                     Continued overleaf 
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The Identification of Pictures, continued  

Examples of dead silver fish and 
foxing:  

Image on Left: 
Silver fish damage found on         
engraving titled Our Sovereign 
Presiding at Council .  
Image below: Engraving of his 
Most Gracious Majesty, George IV, 
dated 1823, found under portrait of 
Queen Victoria                                

Thank you to The Friends for your  
support and all the hard work you do to raise money to care for The Elms.  It is 
much  appreciated by the pictures that now sit happily on the walls of the      
Mission House and Library. 
Jo-Anne Knowles 
5th November 2009                                                                      Continued overleaf                                                                                  

It has been a very satisfying      
project working through the      
picture collection and to date 93 of 
the total of 225 pictures in the  
collection have been opened and 
cleaned.  This has been so much 
more valuable because of the    
support of The Friends of The 
Elms, as it has meant that         
conservation work has been able 
to be carried out where needed as 
well, and the picture put back     
together in a   stable and safe    
condition.  
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The Identification of Pictures, continued          

The portrait of Euphemia          
Maxwell  by Kate     
Sperrey before and after  
restoration. 
It must be noted that  the 
Friends only funded 

the conservation of the 
painting;                  
The  conservation of the 
frame was funded by the 
Lotteries Commission.                    


